
The Endowment Series - Card 4  
Taken from Lecture 5 by Arthur Oakman - Compiled by Pat Chadwick 

 

Elijah has appeared to the men of this generation. In their priesthood has been bestowed the 

longing and the promise of Zion and the power and the capacity to turn the hearts of the children 

to their fathers and the fathers to their children. This we received from above---it did not 

originate upon the earth or among men. If I were to ask you, what is the covenant with us in these Last Days, I wonder what 

the response would be? It is, “I (the Lord) hold forth and deign to give you greater riches, even a land of promise...upon 

which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh…and this shall be my covenant with you, Ye shall have it for the 

land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children forever (Doctrine & Covenants 38:4d-f).” 

 

Brethren, there has to be an economic basis for the demonstration of righteousness in a social way in these latter days. There 

has to be means on the earth by which the City of Zion is sustained, and not only that, a means by which the earth itself is 

sanctified.  

 

The gathering is just as important today as it was in the day when Joseph Smith was here among us…you know the 

promise, “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered, they…shall return…with 

songs of everlasting joy (Doctrine & Covenants 98:4g).”…I believe that every branch of this church should be a 

clearinghouse for the gathering in which people of the church practice the laws of stewardship one with another. If they 

practice the laws of stewardship in the places where they are, they shall be prepared to come to the Center Place to make 

the glorious demonstration of righteousness. And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, 

to gather out mine own elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare; an holy city, that 

my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and 

it shall be called Zion; a New Jerusalem (Genesis 7:70).  
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Elijah has appeared to the men of this generation. In their priesthood has been bestowed the 

longing and the promise of Zion and the power and the capacity to turn the hearts of the children 

to their fathers and the fathers to their children. This we received from above---it did not 

originate upon the earth or among men. If I were to ask you, what is the covenant with us in these Last Days, I wonder what 

the response would be? It is, “I (the Lord) hold forth and deign to give you greater riches, even a land of promise...upon 

which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh…and this shall be my covenant with you, Ye shall have it for the 

land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children forever (Doctrine & Covenants 38:4d-f).” 

 

Brethren, there has to be an economic basis for the demonstration of righteousness in a social way in these latter days. There 

has to be means on the earth by which the City of Zion is sustained, and not only that, a means by which the earth itself is 

sanctified.  

 

The gathering is just as important today as it was in the day when Joseph Smith was here among us…you know the 

promise, “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered, they…shall return…with 

songs of everlasting joy (Doctrine & Covenants 98:4g).”…I believe that every branch of this church should be a 

clearinghouse for the gathering in which people of the church practice the laws of stewardship one with another. If they 

practice the laws of stewardship in the places where they are, they shall be prepared to come to the Center Place to make 

the glorious demonstration of righteousness. And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, 

to gather out mine own elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare; an holy city, that 

my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and 

it shall be called Zion; a New Jerusalem (Genesis 7:70).  
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            And again, I say unto you, I give 

             unto you a commandment, that 

              every man, both elder, priest, 

             teacher, and also member, go to 

             with his might, with the labor 

            of his hands, to prepare and  

            accomplish the things which 

                  I have commanded. 

            Doctrine & Covenants 38:9c  
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