
The Incarnation is the True Meaning of Christmas 
Arthur Oakman, Saints Herald July 1956 

 

“The incarnation of our Lord, which we celebrate at Christmastide, was a fact of history. But it was more. 

It was and it remains a revelation of an eternal principle which was always operative and which is operative 

still. God has sought to come into human life, and He still strives to do so, even now… 

 

The Christmas story reveals eternal principles. Eternal is the principle of God’s love. Always men need to 

know Him. The will of God is that they come to know Him as Father, as well as Creator. This is highlighted 

in the beautiful Hymn of Phillips Brooks; “O Little Town of Bethlehem”. In this hymn the author draws 

the true inference from the fact of the incarnation: 

  

‘O Holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us we pray; Cast out our 

sin and enter in; Be born in us today.’ All the glitter and tinsel, the 

mirth and commercialism usually associated with this festive 

season of the year is as filthy rags compared to the “unspeakable 

gift” of God to us, in Jesus Christ. And the wonder is that still He, 

the Lord Jesus, is offered to us. Every low lintel of every human 

heart can be crossed and every life visited by the ‘dayspring’ from 

on high.” 
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          And I looked and beheld the virgin again, 

 bearing a child in her arms. And the angel said 

unto me, Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the 

                 Son of the Eternal Father! 

   Knowest thou the meaning of the tree which 

  thy father saw? And I answered him, saying, 

Yea, it is the love of God, which sheddeth itself 

abroad in the hearts of the children of men; 

wherefore it is the most desirable above all things. 

   And he spake unto me, saying, Yea, and the 

most joyous to the soul. (1 Nephi 3:61-65) 
  

    Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable 

              gift. (2 Corinthians 9:15)      
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