
What Impedes the Coming Kingdom?  

From the Seminar on Zion 1967 and Selected Writings by Arthur Oakman 
 

Seminar on Zion, Oakman said: “What impedes the coming Kingdom? Not lack of wealth, not lack of gifts or 

talents, not lack of opportunity. The thing that impedes the coming of the kingdom is the fact that we have not 

learned the truth of the first commandment…And if you love God with all your heart, mind, might, and strength 

then your “self”, which is you, will be cleansed and purified and made white and clean, and with such a self you 

can be left safely to love your fellow men. This is the essence of the kingdom of God. 

 

From Selected Writings: “Competition, hatred and malice have released tremendous powers in our world. But in 

so doing, they have destroyed men and cities and nations. Love, mutual regard and fraternity have also released 

tremendous powers; and these have exalted people. As Paul says, they have “come unto mount Sion and unto the 

city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels.” (Hebrews 12:23) 

 

Zion’s foundations: They are in the love of God and love of man. When these two commandments prevail on the 

earth in a modern city, heaven and earth shall come together; those who have from the realm of light visited this 

benighted world shall be reunited with their children on earth. The day of preparation will be complete. The hearts 

of the children will be turned to the fathers and the fathers to the children and the city will be “set upon a hill”, no 

more to be hid. 

 

Let the members and ministry of the Church in these the last days practice these two 

commandments; and they shall find themselves “Living Stones,” built up to God, on the 

foundation of the prophets and the apostles, a habitation of God through the Spirit. Then let     

there come disaster, war, famine, whirlwind, depression, and what not--- such things shall 

not move Zion but simply increase the love and pity that her inhabitants have for all men 

and cement her firmer on the foundation of Christ.”  
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      This is a picture of   

   succulent plant named 

 “Living Stones” because 

           they look like 

        blooming rocks!  
 

                   November, 2023 

                  Zion Flash Card 
  

            Ye also, as lively stones, 

       are built up a spiritual house, 

      an holy priesthood, to offer up 

      spiritual sacrifices, acceptable 

          to God by Jesus Christ. 

                     1 Peter 2:5 
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