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Enduring Foundation ‘

“From Arthur Oakman Selected Writings- p. 108-110

Permanency for citizens of any country is not today guaranteed by any geographical locatmy, or by the quality of

‘ﬁhysmal foundations or super structures...Something more than geographical location or physncal rock is requlred

for permanency, and something more enduring than visible culture must be achieved if our modern cities are to
endure. What is it? Abraham knew, evidently, and left comfortable surroundings to seek it. Can we yet today seek
such a city?

Paul affirms that “other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11)”. In
modern revelation we are told that Christ is the “stone of Israel”. “He that buildeth upon this Rock shall never fall
(Doctrine & Covenants 50:8g).”

Already we have seen that heaven has been concerned about the building of Zion. Instruction has been given
concerning locality, the law governing the city, and conditions upon which citizenship may be acquired. When the
early ministers moved into Missouri in 1831, they were told that they “Might be honored of laying the foundation
and of bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand (Doctrine & Covenants 58:3c).”

What does this require? Jesus answered once for all in as concise manner possible: “Thou shalt love the Lord, thy
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength...Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself (Mark 12:35-36).”

It is the absences of love for God and neighbor which makes our modern cities so insecure. Economics and politics

become quicksands of death without these two commandments...God must be loved first. He requires the “heart
and a willing mind”. (DC. 64:7a) ...Those who fail to love God first never come to self-knowledge nor feel

themselves lifted to the plain of social regard for others.
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What does this require? Jesus answered once for all in as concise manner possible: “Thou shalt love the Lord, thy
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength...Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself (Mark 12:35-36).”

It is the absences of love for God and neighbor which makes our modern cities so insecure. Economics and politics
become quicksands of death without these two commandments...God must be loved first. He requires the “heart
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themselves lifted to the plain of social regard for others.
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Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is
the greatest of all, for all things must fail;
but charity is the pure love of Christ, and it
endureth for ever, and whoso is found
possessed of it at the last day, it shall be -
well with them. e
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray
unto the Father with all the energy of  ~
heart, that ye may be filled with this love which
__he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers
~ of his Son Jesus Christ, that ye may become the
(‘ sons of God, that when he shall appear, we shall 4
&by like him; for we shall see him as he is, that we .,
may have this hope, that we may be purified even
as he is pure. Amen. (Moroni 7:520) i
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