♥ Prophetic Words to the Women of the Church

Vessels of Honor – October, 2017

A society had lately been formed by the ladies of Nauvoo for the relief
of the poor, the destitute, the widow, and the orphan; and for the exercise
of all benevolent purposes. The society is known by the name of the
Ladies Relief Society. It was organized on Thursday, the 24th of March,
A. D. 1842. Church History Vol. 2, p.571.

By Pat Chadwick
Vessels come in different shapes, colors, and
sizes; but they all can be used!

Joseph’s remarks to the Relief Society = Principles to
Practice Holiness and have Charity
“I have come to bless you.
The Society have done well:
their principles are to
practice holiness.
God
loves you, and your prayers
in my behalf shall avail
much; let them not cease to
ascend. It is natural for
females to have feelings of
charity—you
are
now
placed in a situation where
you can act according to
those sympathies which God has placed in your bosoms. If you live up
to these principles how great and glorious! If you live up to your
privileges, the angels cannot be restrained from being your associates.”
(From: The Teachings of Joseph Smith the Prophet.)
Ladies, we are in a great battle to hold onto the principles of Holiness.
These principles include inward and outward purity, modesty, morality,
honesty and commitment to the work of the Lord. The world around us
is making these principles seem old-fashioned and unnecessary. But the
Bible tells us that Jesus is coming for a glorious church that is “holy and
without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27). Joseph called upon the women to
espouse the quality of Holiness because He knew what a great influence
the women of the church have in the home, the church, and the
community. Ye must give thanks unto God in the spirit for whatever
blessing ye are blessed with; and ye must practice virtue
and holiness before me continually. Even so. Amen (DC 46:9b).

Our theme for the Women’s Department this coming year is:

Chosen Vessels for the Kingdom
All through the scriptures we find records of people who were
chosen for specific purposes. As members of the church of Jesus
Christ restored in 1830 by Joseph Smith, Jr. we are called/chosen
to bring forth Zion. In DC 6, 10, 11 and 12 God tells us: Seek to
bring forth and establish my Zion (DC 12:3a). We know our specific
purpose as a people. Within that purpose, we all have different gifts and
talents to share. We are vessels designed and created by God and placed
in this time to accomplish our task for the building of His Kingdom.
But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver,
but also of wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some to
dishonor. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a
vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and
prepared unto every good work (2 Timothy 2:20-21).
♥ The new bulletin inserts will have insights concerning:
1. What it means to be “A Chosen Vessel for God’s Kingdom”.
a. What type of qualities do you need to exhibit to be a Vessel
of Honor.
b. Helps to assist in growing spiritually.

2. We will also look into the past at women, in the church, who
exhibited qualities in their lives that show they were a vessel of
honor and prepared unto every good work.
3. We will consider what instructions the scriptures and prophets
have to say directly to women that will assist us in becoming
Vessels of Honor.
4. Our 2018 Calendar will blend with our bulletin inserts.
♥ October - Timothy's Instruction:
Becoming Vessels of Honor
2 Timothy 2:20-24 gives us a list of several things that are necessary
before we can be a vessel of honor:
•
•

Verse 20 = Vessels of Honor and Dishonor
Verse 21 = Vessels of Honor = purge yourself and repent,
sanctified = become holy
• Verse 22 = Flee lusts = follow righteousness, have faith,
charity, peace with others, and be pure in heart
• Verse 23 = Avoid foolish questions = no strife
• Verse 24 = Be gentle unto all, teach others in meekness and be
patient, teach those who are taken captive by the devil
knowledge of the truth, that they may recover themselves out
of the snares of the devil
♥ Focus Items: Repent, Sanctification and Holiness:
1. We must repent and start with a clean vessel. There is great
evil all around us in these latter days, even as the days of Noah.
We must separate ourselves from the sins of the world.
2. We must become sanctified and holy. If we will do so God
promises Zion will come forth.
Say nothing but repentance unto this generation; keep my
commandments, and assist to bring forth my work according to my
commandments, and you shall be blessed (DC 6:4b).
♥ Find Us Faithful:
Recently Connie Smith gave a testimony on finishing a quilt that was
started for her, by her grandmother 50 years ago. She drew a correlation

between finishing the quilt to completing the work of the Kingdom. The
women of the early church started the work and have handed it down to
us. We are interconnected with them in this purpose of building God’s
Kingdom. It is now our task to complete the work.
This concept is expressed in the first verse of the hymn, Find Us
Faithful: We’re pilgrims on the journey of the narrow road, And those
who’ve gone before us line the way, Cheering on the faithful,
encouraging the weary, their lives a stirring testament to God’s
sustaining grace.
♥ Vessel of Honor from the Early Church: Ann Scott Davis
When Joseph Smith, Jr. was being held in the Liberty Jail, there was an
extermination order issued by Governor Boggs and all the saints were
at risk. James Mulholland, a scribe for Joseph, held many important
papers. He knew the mob would love to kill him and destroy these
papers. Discussions were held as to how to keep the papers safe. Ann
Scott Davis was 33 years old and single when she was asked to protect
the manuscript of the Inspired Version, the Civil War Prophecy and
other important papers, by her brother-in-law James Mulholland.
Ann accepted the challenge and made bags to hold the papers and daily
wore them under her skirts. Often men from mobs and soldiers were on
the streets. Ann walked by them in a determined manor. They made
fun of her but never touched her. Day and night Ann risked her life to
keep the papers safe. She kept them safe for a long time. Sometimes
she’d check the papers to make sure they were in good condition. When
Emma Smith left for Nauvoo, Ann gave the papers to Emma along with
the two bags in which to carry them.
Ann married Charles Davis in Nauvoo. After Joseph was martyred Ann
wrote, “Those years were dark and cloudy to us, and we could not see
any light in any of the so-called organizations.” Ann and her husband
stayed faithful to the gospel and eventually joined the Reorganized
church. We have the inspire version and Civil War Prophecy, etc. today
because Ann Scott was willing to risk her life to preserve them.
What are you willing to risk?

♥ Prophetic Words to the Women of the Church –
Given to the Relief Society by Joseph Smith, Jr.

Vessels of Honor – November, 2017
By Pat Chadwick

On Charity, Love and Mercy
He (Joseph Smith, Jr.) then commenced reading the thirteenth chapter,
“…though I speak with tongues of men and angels and have not charity,
I am become as sounding bass, or tinkling symbol,” and said don’t be
limited in your views with regard to your neighbor’s virtue, but beware
of self-righteousness, and be limited in the estimate of your own virtues,
and not think yourselves more righteous than others; you must enlarge
your souls towards each other.
As you increase in innocence and virtue, as you increase in goodness,
let your hearts expand, let them be enlarged towards others; you must
be long-suffering, and bear with the faults and errors of mankind. We
must be merciful to one another, and overlook small things. It is a timehonored adage that love begets love. Let us pour forth love – show forth
kindness unto all mankind.
I do not dwell upon your faults, and you shall not upon mine. Charity,
which is love, covers a multitude of sins, and I have often covered up
all the faults among you; but the prettiest thing is to have no faults at all.
We should cultivate a meek, quiet and peaceable spirit.
My talk is intended for all this society: if you would have God have
mercy on you, have mercy on one another. (Taken from: The
Teachings of Joseph Smith and Minutes of the Meeting of the Female
Relief Society.)

If

If a man therefore, purge himself from these,
he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified,
and meet for the Master’s use, and prepared
unto every good work (2 Timothy 2:21).

♥ Prepared Unto Every Good Work
Last month we talked about the call found in 2 Timothy to purge/repent
and be holy so we can become Vessels of Honor. We also talked about
being a chosen people, a people called to build Zion. According to
Timothy, if we desire to be called vessels of honor we must also Prepare
Ourselves. Timothy says, “prepared unto every good work.”
In the Doctrine and Covenants, we find it is a commandment to prepare
and to accomplish that which God requires of us. And again, I say unto
you, I give unto you a commandment, that every man, both elder,
priest, teacher, and also member, go to with his might, with the labor
of his hands, to prepare and accomplish the things which I have
commanded (DC 38:9c). Note it says “member”, every member is to
labor and be ready.
During the coming year, we must not remain stationary, we want to be
moving forward. If we desire to move forward we need to become
“Vessels of Honor Prepared unto Every Good Work”. We need to keep
the commandments and be active in our service to God and His
Kingdom. Are you ready to repent and commit, to prepare and devote
all your service into building His Kingdom? If so, open this insert and
see what some of the things are that you need to do to be prepared!

♥ Focal Point = Vessels of Honor are Instructed to Prepare
Let us look at Doctrine and Covenants 85 for an excellent source of
instructions to prepare. We are commanded to prepare.
Behold, I will hasten my work in its time; and I give unto you who are
the first laborers in this last kingdom, a commandment, that you
assemble yourselves together, and organize yourselves and prepare
yourselves; and sanctify yourselves (DC 85:20a).

that she would let nothing keep her from being faithful to the church.
Marietta’s parents fled Nauvoo and moved to the
eastern United States, where Marietta eventually
attended college. In 1860, she married Robert
Falconer. In 1864, they had a daughter named
Lucy. Shortly after Lucy’s birth, Falconer died.
After the death of her husband she returned with
her daughter to her mother’s home crossing the
funeral procession of Abraham Lincoln.
Marietta Walker

•

85:20a Commanded to organize and sanctify yourselves

•

85:20b Purify your hearts, cleanse your hands and feet from the
evil of this generation

•
•

85:21 Commanded that we continue in prayer and fasting
85:21b Commanded that we teach one another the doctrine of
the Kingdom

•

85:36a Told to call our solemn assemblies, seek diligently,
teach one another words of wisdom, seek learning by study and
by faith

•

85:38a-b Love one another, cease to be idle, unclean, find fault
one with another and Do Not sleep longer than is needful so
you can have invigorated minds

•

85:38c Clothe yourselves with bonds of charity, as with a
mantle, which is the bond of perfectness and peace, pray
always that you may not faint

♥ Find Us Faithful = Vessel of Honor from the Early
Church: Marietta Walker
(Taken from the book, 33 Women of the Restoration.)
As a frightened little girl, Marietta Hodges fled with her parents from the mobs at Far West, Missouri. The Hodges moved
with the church to Nauvoo, Illinois. Marietta was 10 years
old when Joseph and Hyrum Smith were assassinated. Her father took
her to the Nauvoo house to view the bodies. Despite that she lived in
fear of the hate filled mobs. She told her father, on the way home,

Upon her return, she found her parents had
joined the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
She considered the matter carefully and was finally baptized the
following year. In 1869, Marietta married Samuel Walker and moved
to Nevada. They had two daughters together, Francis and Lois. In 1879,
they sold their ranch in Nevada and moved to Lamoni, Iowa to help
build a church community and started a dairy farm.
Marietta was a writer and wrote constantly for the church. To name a
few of her accomplishments: She helped to start the column, Little
Folks, for the children of the church. She founded the Autumn Leaves
magazine for the youth, out of which came the organization we call
Zion’s League. She helped copy the Inspired Version of the Holy
Scriptures for publication. She also wrote four books and was an editor
for Joseph III. She was assistant editor for Zion’s Hope. She was editor
for the Mothers’ Home Column in the Herald for 27 years. She was
instrumental in starting Graceland College. The Walkers donated the
land for the college. She was designated Mother of Graceland. She was
instrumental in getting money donated for a missionary boat
called, The Evanelia, for French Polynesia.
Her motto was: Get thy spindle and thy distaff ready, and
God will send thee flax. She lived to be 96. Blind and deaf,
she said, “I long for release from this life so I can get to work in
the next life.” Fredrick M. Smith said, “No person has done
more for the development of the work of the Reorganization
than has Marietta Walker.” Her whole life was dedicated to
building up God’s Kingdom here upon the earth.

What is your life dedicated to?

Prophetic Words to the Women of the Church –
Given to the Relief Society by Joseph Smith, Jr.

Vessels of Honor – December, 2017
By Pat Chadwick

The Tongue
I would to God that you would be wise. I now counsel you, that if you
know anything calculated to disturb the peace, injure feelings of your
brother or sister, hold your tongue and least harm will be done.
I have a request to make of the president and members of the society,
that you search yourselves –- the tongue is an unruly member--Hold
your tongues about things of no moment, a little tale will set the
world on fire.
Put a double watch over the tongue--No organized body can exist
without this at all. All organized bodies have their peculiar evils,
weaknesses and difficulties--The little foxes spoil the vines--the little
evils do the most injury to the church. If you have evil feelings, and
speak of them one to another, it has a tendency to do mischief.
Don’t do more hurt than good with your tongues--be pure in heart-We must walk upright all the day long. How glorious are the principles
of righteousness! We are full of selfishness and the devil flatters us that
we are very righteous while feeding on the faults of others. No man
lives without faults. Do you think that even Jesus, if he were here,
would be without faults in your eyes? They did all manner of evil
against him –they all watched for iniquity. How easy it was for
Jesus to call out all the iniquity of the hearts of those whom He was
among. Suppose that Jesus Christ and the holy angels should object
to us on frivolous things, what would become of us? We must be
merciful to one another, and overlook small things.
How mild the Savior dealt with Peter, saying, “When thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren.” At another time he said, “Lovest thou me?
Feed my sheep.” If the sisters love the Lord, let them feed the sheep
and not
destroy
them.

And behold, he shall be born of
Mary at Jerusalem, which is the
land of our forefathers, she
being a virgin, a precious and
chosen vessel, who shall be
overshadowed and conceive by
the power of the Holy Ghost,
and bring forth a son, yea, even
the Son of God (Alma 5:19).

Mary was a Chosen and Exemplary Vessel
What do we know about Mary, the mother of Jesus = From scripture we
know she was called a precious and chosen vessel of the Lord and she
lived her life in such a way that she found favor with God. And the
angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favor with God
(Luke 1:30). We know she had great courage and faith, for despite the
fact that what the angel was asking her to do could cause her to be stoned
to death, she answered the angel by saying, “Behold the handmaid of
the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word (Luke 1:38).”
Exemplary = (adjective) serving as a desirable model; representing the
best of its kind. Synonyms: perfect, ideal, model, faultless, flawless,
impeccable, irreproachable.
As followers of Christ today can we say we are exemplary vessels?
We always have to be aware of how others view us because we represent
Christ. Recently I was in a store and I accidently broke a glass item. I
found a sales person and showed her what had happened. She took the
broken item and said don’t worry about it, these things happen. Later
while checking out, a woman said to me, “You know I was watching
you to see what you would do when you broke that item.” I thought,

good thing I was honest and went to the sales person and reported the
accidental breakage, for I was being watched and judged and did not
know it. Yet, God sees all we do and we cannot hide anything from
him, even our thoughts. Let us ever strive to please God and be that
exemplary vessel of honor we are called to be.
Yet ye shall be patient in long suffering and afflictions, that ye may shew
forth good examples unto them in me, and I will make an instrument of
thee in my hands, unto the salvation of many souls (Alma 12:19).

Focal Point = Just as Mary was a chosen vessel and
accomplished God’s purpose; we are also chosen vessels
in our day and time to accomplish God’s plan and purpose. Two
things to remember, not just during the Christmas season but all year
long:
♥

1 The Christmas story testifies to us of God’s great love for us.
We see that love expressed in that he sacrificed his beloved son to save
us. As people who have made covenant with God, we truly are “Chosen
Vessels and the Recipients of His Grace”. What a great and wonderful
gift has been given to us. Yes, that little baby in the manger came to die
for our sins. And he died for all, that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them,
and rose again (2Corinthians 5:15-18).
2 We are not to live for ourselves but for Jesus and His Cause
and His Kingdom. That baby in the manger is going to return as King
of Kings. Nothing compares to the thrill of being used by God for a
great purpose. We are called to be pure vessels of honor pouring
ourselves out for Christ’s Kingdom/Zion. You are a vessel created and
shaped by God. He has gifted you and placed you for a purpose in this
generation. God has a specific plan for your life and he will lead you
if you seek his guidance. For I know the thoughts that I think toward
you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end (Jeremiah 29:11).
2

of our dearest ones--would be swallowed up in victory."”
Emma was now ready to take the next step.
She and Joseph were baptized on December 7,
1873. Emma prayed for assurance that they
were doing the right thing. It was a rainy dark
day but when they arrived at the place for the
baptism the clouds parted and the sun shone
through. After the baptisms and the saints left,
the dark clouds returned and heavy rain fell.
Emma considered this a sign that they had
joined the correct church. Brother Burton
became a member of the priesthood
The Burtons served as missionaries in Nova
Scotia for 2 years and Australia for 4 years. In Australia they often
walked miles through hot dense forest to spread the gospel. One sister
in the faith, sister Anderson, was ill unto death. Emma felt impressed
to pray diligently for this dear sister. For 6 weeks at 7 am, Emma walked
to the sister’s home to pray for her. Sister Anderson was restored to full
health.
Joseph volunteered to pilot the church’s mission boat “Evanelie” to
Tahiti. Later he and Emma returned to French Polynesia and worked
there among the island people. Emma was industrious and translated
and mimeographed church school lessons. She also produced 1000
copies of the Doctrine and Covenants in the Tahitian language.
Emma had the gift of speaking in tongues. About one experience she
said, “Unexpectedly the difficult work of mentally translating the
English into Tahitian passed away and I found myself speaking in a
smooth beautiful language…As I sat down Elder Burton arose and gave
the interpretation.” She also stated that the whole house of worship was
filled with the spirit of the Lord during this experience.
After their last mission to Tahiti Joseph was 68 years old and upon
return home was in ill health and passed away in 1909. Emma wrote
her autobiography, Beatrice Witherspoon. All of her life, Emma was
an active and faithful servant.
5

Moroni reminds us of our great calling: And again I would exhort you,
that ye would come unto Christ, and lay hold upon every good gift and
touch not the evil gift, nor the unclean thing. And awake, and arise from
the dust, O Jerusalem; yea, and put on thy beautiful garments, O
daughter of Zion, and strengthen thy stakes, and enlarge thy borders
forever, that thou mayest no more be confounded, that the covenants of
the eternal Father which he hath made unto thee, O house of Israel, may
be fulfilled. Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny
yourselves of all ungodliness, and if ye shall deny yourselves of all
ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind and strength, then
is his grace sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in
Christ (Moroni 10:27-29).

Find Us Faithful = Vessel of Honor from the
Early Church: Emma Burton
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(Taken from the book, 33 Women of the Restoration and
Autobiography: Beatrice Witherspoon, by Emma Burton)
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Emma Davidson met and married a
ship’s captain by the name of Joseph
Burton in 1860. Joseph gave up life
on the sea and moved his family from
Nova Scotia, Canada to California.
There was no church in the area, so
the Burtons helped establish a nondenominational church. Desiring to
find the true church of Jesus Christ,
not a man-made church, they prayed
for heavenly direction. Two elders of
the reorganization were divinely
directed to their community to teach
the restored gospel. Joseph prayed
and received direction that they
should join with this church, the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.
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and received direction that they
should join with this church, the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.
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Prior to their conversion Emma had doubts, still clinging to her former
beliefs. In her autobiography, she wrote: “On a day when Mr. Burton
went to take the elders down to the San Benito Branch, and the children
were at school, I had the day to myself to read and think. After reading
one or two tracts--the subject getting clearer all the time--I took up
another, The Fullness of the Atonement. Truly those pages must have
been lit up by the Spirit of the Lord, by which I read between the lines,
also causing me to let go my unbelief and hardness of heart; desiring to
let go everything, but to do the will of God and accept the truth. As I
read the last words, “Come Lord Jesus; yea, come quickly,” I repeated
them with all the fervency of my own feelings—“Yea, come quickly!”
at the same time falling upon my knees in prayer.
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were at school, I had the day to myself to read and think. After reading
one or two tracts--the subject getting clearer all the time--I took up
another, The Fullness of the Atonement. Truly those pages must have
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Oh, what a flood of light came down upon me, filling my soul with a
light and joy not experienced before. I now believed the gospel-this living, active, far-reaching gospel of the Son of God -- which
brought the next world, which had heretofore been so vague and
misty, very near, and revealed it as a reality. And I saw the
necessity of baptism in order to become a new creature in Christ
Jesus, and saw by contrast how maimed was the church to which I
had been clinging--in organization, in officers, in faith, and in
power. All were groping as in the dark in spiritual things. How
limited the spiritual knowledge received in all my former life when
compared with what was then given: glimpses of the state of the
dead, the resurrection and the millennium.
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It seemed to me when I arose from my knees that all my former self had
gone. I was like a new creature in a new world. That darkness had
given place to light, and as I moved about, I scarcely knew whether I
touched the ground or not.
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“Oh, what a faith is this!” I exclaimed. “No wonder the saints of old
could cheerfully suffer martyrdom for a religion so glorious as
this! They, too, received this knowledge. And with such knowledge
it seemed to me that there could be nothing in the world that could
cause real unhappiness. Trouble and perplexities might occur, but
this knowledge would ever be an anchor to the soul that would
outride them all. Even the sting of death – the death of our dearest
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talking, interpreting, and attending to meetings, she selected scripture
lessons for a number of classes according to their ability, and translated
some of the lessons, and mapped out her program.”

Vessels of Honor – January, 2018
By Pat Chadwick

She was living in Holden, Missouri when Elder Paia, one of the children
she had taught on the islands, came to see her while attending general
conference. This was a happy experience for Ella. She was a worker
and faithful member all of her life. The hard work she did in the islands
did affect her health. She passed away in 1920.

♥ Prophetic Words to the Women of the Church –
Given to the Relief Society by Joseph Smith, Jr.
On Husbands and Prayer
He exhorted the sisters always to concentrate their faith and prayers for
and place confidence in their husbands, whom God had appointed for
them to honor…And to sustain them in their prayers.
“Let this society teach how to act toward husbands to treat them with
mildness and affection. When a man is borne down with trouble—when
he is perplexed, if he can meet a smile, not an argument—if he can meet
with mildness, it will calm down his soul and sooth his feelings. When
the mind is going to despair, it needs solace—when you go home never
give a cross word, but kindness,
charity and love, crown you
works henceforth.
Seek to know God in your
closets…Follow the directions
of the Book of Mormon, and
pray over, and for your families,
your flocks…ask the blessings
of God upon all your labors, and
everything you engage in. Be
virtuous and pure.”

But now, O Lord, thou art our Father; we are the clay, and thou our
potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. (Isaiah 64:8-9)

♥

Are You Ready to be Molded by God?

As we go into the New Year, let us consider the question found on your
new 2018 Women’s Calendar, “Are you ready and willing to be
shaped by the Master Potter into Vessels of Honor?”
Isaiah 64 – This chapter is a prayer for Christ’s second coming and
for Zion and Jerusalem. Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that
thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy
presence. For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, or
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, besides thee,
what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. Thou meetest him
that worketh righteousness, and rejoiceth him that remembereth thee
in thy ways; in righteousness there is continuance, and such shall be
saved. (Isaiah 64:1,4-5)
We find these words from Isaiah are similar to what we find in DC 108,
words repeated in our day and time to remind us of Christ’s return.
When thou doeth terrible things, things they look not for; yea, when
thou comest down and the mountains flow down at thy presence, thou
shalt meet him who rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, who
remembereth thee in thy ways. (DC 108:8b)

God is reminding us that He will be returning and that there will be great
physical changes upon the earth, even mountains brought down and we
must be prepared. We must allow God to mold us into workers of
righteousness. To truly become His people and build His Kingdom
we must remember “His Ways”. We must allow ourselves to be
molded into His image. He is the potter and we are the clay. We
recommend you read all of DC 108.

♥
Focal Point = The problem is: Our sins keep us
from being molded into His Image. But we have sinned; we are all as
an unclean thing, and all our righteousness is as filthy rags; and we all
do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us
away…for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us,
because of our iniquities. (Isaiah 64:6-7)
We see in the above scripture that the wickedness of men has caused
God to hide His face from us. But Isaiah reminds us if we will but repent
and place ourselves into God’s hand to be molded by Him, we can
become His people. But now, O Lord, thou art our Father; we are the
clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. Be not
wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity forever; behold, see,
we beseech thee, we are all thy people. (Isaiah 64:8-9)
When a lump of clay is chosen by the potter he has a certain vision for
that lump of clay. He has a vision of how it will be used and that it will
be a credit to the potter who made it. The final question is: Are you
willing to let God mold you into His Vision for you and make you a
credit to His work and His Kingdom?

♥

Find Us Faithful =

Vessel of Honor from the
Early Church: Ella Devore
Ella was the wife of L.R. Devore,
missionary to French Polynesia.
They arrived in the islands in 1891.
The Devore’s, using a TahitianEnglish Dictionary, learned the
Tahitian language. While her husband was away at church conference

in Tahiti, Ella spent 6 months going from island to island establishing
Sunday schools among the natives. God had made it known to the
Devore’s that this was Ella’s stewardship, but she had her agency to
decide if she would accept this task.
Because the people knew nothing about such schools, Ella had to
instruct them how to teach classes and how to be students. She wrote
material and translated lessons into the native language. She used the 3
standard books in her work. She never sat idle but was continually
working on material for the classes. She realized she needed help and
prayed for assistance. God showed her in a vision a native man and his
wife. Ella did not know them but a few days later when she met them
she told them about the vision. Tapu and his wife immediately agreed
to assist her. They were of great help to her.
Going from island to island was difficult for Ella as she suffered from
seasickness. In the boat, she would sing to try and keep her mind off of
her illness. The natives would sing with her. She would remain sick for
about a half an hour after landing. Despite this she traveled constantly
from one island to another to teach.
Ella’s shoes started to wear out and Bro. Devore promised to send her
some new ones from Tahiti but it was months before she received the
shoes. She believed that God kept her shoes from wearing out on the
sharp stones on the beaches until the new ones arrived.
On the various islands, she started units of the Women’s Prayer Union.
All the women church wide formed this union. All met once a week to
pray together. The native women enjoyed these prayer meetings and
were rightly blessed by the Spirit. Ella wrote, “These unlearned,
untutored, humble and timid sisters, having no association scarcely with
the outside world, were acknowledged by God.”
After 6 years of work on the islands they returned to the U.S. They lived
in Kirtland and took care of the church interest there. They guided
1000’s of people through the Kirtland Temple. Bro. Devore died in
1912.
Emma Burton wrote of her, after spending a day with her, “It almost
makes my head swim to think of all she accomplished…besides
(continued on next page…)

Prayer of Dedication for the
Women of the Church – April, 1940

By Patriarch Elbert A. Smith,
Saints Herald, Vol. 87
Our Father, we come to thee in an attitude
of prayer. These women of the church
soon to go out to various fields of
endeavor, wish to rededicate themselves
to thy cause. We talk about the work of
the women and the work of the
priesthood, but there is only one work,
and that is thy work. Into this work of
thine we desire all of us to enter with
wisdom.

These good sisters are going out to a great many lands of service. They
are called according to the gifts of God unto them, and their gifts differ.
Some of them are engaged in the task of building their own homes and
rearing their own children, and all of them are interested in the homes
of Zion and those other homes that are in far distant fields. May their
ministry enter into all the fields of the church, that they may with grace
and wisdom and faith keep intact their home circle, that when they pray
“thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” they
may seek to show that first of all in their own home, whether it be in
Independence or some far distant spot, that is a Holy Spot. May the
homes of the church not be torn asunder like the homes of the world,
and may the gospel be found expressed in all their intimate
relationships, that from them shall radiate out into other communities
the light therefrom.
Some of them are in various professions; wherever they go may they
carry an example of what Christian womanhood means. Bless their
hearts and minds and their hands and bodies, that their service may be
effective and may the blessing be upon them in their homes and in their
labor, we ask in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Vessels of Honor – February, 2018
By Pat Chadwick

Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom
for such a time as this? (Esther4:14)
Are You Ready to Fulfill Your Calling/Destiny?
If you look at the February page on your calendar you will see it is about
Esther, a woman with a calling/destiny, a vessel of strength and courage.
God used her to save the Jewish people. God sees all down through
time. When he needs someone to make a difference, do a job, lead with
courage, stand for truth and righteousness, save a nation or build his
kingdom at a particular place and time, he sends an instrument into the
world, he sends a baby. And hath made of one blood all nations of men
for to dwell on the face of the earth, and hath determined the times
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation. (Acts 17:26)
God sent Esther into her time and place to fulfill her destiny.
I believe we all have been put in this our time and place to fulfill a
purpose, to do a task or tasks for God. We all have something we were
designed to do. Like Esther we each have a destiny. It is interesting to
note that after President Truman stood up against his own advisors and
the world to recognize Israel as a nation, Isaac Halevi Herzog, the
leading rabbi of Israel, came to him and told him, “God put you in your
mother’s womb so you would be the instrument to bring about
Israel’s rebirth after two thousand years.” Upon hearing this Truman
wept. (Quote from Paul Merkley in, “The Politics of Christian Zionism.)

Focal Point #1 = God is Calling You.
Are You Listening?
God has created you and sent you into this time
and place. Like Esther we all have a calling, a
work, something important to accomplish. God is
calling you into active service. God created each of
us and gifted us for a purpose, he calls each of us into
active service but not everyone picks up the phone.
The only way you are going to hear God is if you will
take time to listen. In both the Old Testament and in
modern prophecy, we are told to “Be Still and Know
That I Am God”. Both of these prophecies refer to
the last days and the coming forth of Zion.
For Zion shall come, and God shall be in the midst of her; she shall not
be moved; God shall help her right early. The heathen shall be enraged,
and their kingdoms shall be moved, and the Lord shall utter his voice,
and the earth shall be melted…Be still, and know that I am God. (Psalm
46:5-10)
Therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion, for all flesh is
in mine hands: Be still, and know that I am God. (DC 98:4f)
Let us examine what this being “Still and Knowing God” really means.
In the Hebrew the word (Still) means =
Leave, let alone = Leave worldly activities
Draw towards God = By prayer and study
Be Invigorated = Be renewed by God
Temple or House of God = Receive the
Holy Spirit
Names of God = His names reveal His
Attributes and Grows Faith
In the Hebrew the word (Know) means =
Discern and Discover God
Respect and regard God and Be Diligent
Friend of God
Spiritually one with God
Names of God = Again His names reveal Who He Is

With the children’s help, by the time the mob came, everything was out
of the house but several large bags of grain and her iron cook stove.
These were too heavy for her and the children to move.
When the mob arrived, Sally felt impressed to go and address them and
she said, “Gentlemen, as you can see my family is prepared to depart
this county as soon as my husband returns, which should be any time
now. We are packed and ready to
meet your demands to leave. You
can help to expedite the process if
you would carry out my bags of
grain and my wood stove.” They
got off their horses carried out the
bags of grain and the wood stove
and then burnt down the house and
rode off. Sally and the children
were not harmed.
Elisha rushing home, not knowing what he would find, could not believe
his eyes, for there was Sally cooking supper on her woodstove under a
tree! They then fled Missouri with the rest of the saints.
Sally Whiting was my great, great, great grandmother. She was a
faithful and courageous vessel. I believe all the many un-named women
of the early restoration who suffered so much, being driven from place
to place, yet remained faithful, were vessels of courage and honor. Their
strength and courage shines down through time to us. In our own
struggles may we be as courageous and faithful.

Focal Point #2 = Are you ready to “Be Still and
Know God?” Are you ready to fulfill Your
Destiny?
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Esther turned to God for help in fulfilling her destiny. She became “still”
and sought to know and follow God’s direction. This enabled her to
fulfill the task for which she had been created. Go gather together all
the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat
nor drink three days, night or day; I also and my maidens will fast
likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the
law; and if I perish, I perish. (Esther 4:16)
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fulfill the task for which she had been created. Go gather together all
the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat
nor drink three days, night or day; I also and my maidens will fast
likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the
law; and if I perish, I perish. (Esther 4:16)

Esther an example to us =

Esther an example to us =

1. She knew the task was great but
she did not quit = she sought
support, she had others praying
and fasting with her.
2. She sought extended time alone
with God to be prepared
3. She made a plan and put her
Faith into Action = faith without
works is dead.
4. She moved out with courage,
knowing it could cost her, the
ultimate sacrifice, her life.
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4. She moved out with courage,
knowing it could cost her, the
ultimate sacrifice, her life.

If we want to be like Esther we must “Be Still and Know Him”. We
must seek out God and listen to his voice. We must spend time with
him in prayer and fasting. We need a support group. We must be
willing to move out with strength and courage, to fulfill our calling in
this day and age, no matter the cost. God’s Kingdom waits, if we will
do these things it will blossom forth.
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willing to move out with strength and courage, to fulfill our calling in
this day and age, no matter the cost. God’s Kingdom waits, if we will
do these things it will blossom forth.

Therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion, for all flesh is
in mine hands: be still, and know that I am God…Wherefore, fear not
even unto death; for in this world your joy is not full, but in me your joy
is full. (DC 98:4f-5i)
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is full. (DC 98:4f-5i)
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Early Church:

Early Church:

Sally Whiting

Sally Whiting

Sally Whiting lived in Jackson County Missouri with her husband,
Elisha, and their children. She was home alone with the children in
November of 1833 when the expulsion of the Latter Day Saints began.

Sally Whiting lived in Jackson County Missouri with her husband,
Elisha, and their children. She was home alone with the children in
November of 1833 when the expulsion of the Latter Day Saints began.

Pearl Wilcox, in her book “Saints on the Missouri Frontier” says of that
day, “One company of 70 men, headed by the Reverend Isaac McCoy,
went through the settlements, threatening the Saints with death and
destruction if they did not leave immediately.” Pearl quoted Edward
Larkley who said, “The mob, with painted faces came to their
settlement, firing off guns around their home; cursing and threatening if
they did not leave.” In the midst of this our little daughter Elizabeth
came to her mother crying, “Oh, Ma what shall we do?” To which the
mother replied, “Do not fear, if they kill us we will go to God, where
they cannot come,” pacifying the child.

Pearl Wilcox, in her book “Saints on the Missouri Frontier” says of that
day, “One company of 70 men, headed by the Reverend Isaac McCoy,
went through the settlements, threatening the Saints with death and
destruction if they did not leave immediately.” Pearl quoted Edward
Larkley who said, “The mob, with painted faces came to their
settlement, firing off guns around their home; cursing and threatening if
they did not leave.” In the midst of this our little daughter Elizabeth
came to her mother crying, “Oh, Ma what shall we do?” To which the
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Pearl goes on to say, “Misery was a
mild word for the affrighted and terror
stricken Saints who fled Jackson
County in November of 1833.” Cold
weather had come, with wind and rain.
“We walked barefoot over the burnt
prairies, the sharp stubble scraping the
flesh from our feet and ankles,” said
Mary Ann Rawson Gardner, who was exiled with 135 others.
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In the midst of this day of terror, the story is told in my family history,
that when neighboring Saints came by to take Sally and the children
with them, she refused to go. She understood the severity of the
situation but was afraid of losing contact with Elisha, so she said, “You
go on, I will wait for Elisha.” After the saints left she began to pray as
to what she should be doing in regards to the mob and the situation
before her. She felt impressed to immediately start packing and moving
everything out of the house.
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Words to the Women of the
Church - 1943

By President Fred M. Smith

In 1943, President F.M. Smith was asked
what the goal should be for the women’s
department of the church. He answered,
“Why the development of the Zionic
home, of course…The Zionic home is a
home where mutual love, understanding,
peace and sympathy abound, where there
is regular worship of God, where religion
is taught to the members of the family and where loyalty to Christ and
a desire to have a part in his work is uppermost in the minds of its
members. It is also a physical house which is clean, neat and
harmonious…where hospitality and friendliness abounds. Both sides
are necessary to make a perfect – Zionic Home.”

Vessels of Honor – March, 2018
By Pat Chadwick

“Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee;
for wither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge;
thy people shall be my people and thy God my God (Ruth 1:16).

When Ruth Chose Naomi and Naomi’s God
She Found = God is Faithful
In the above scripture, Ruth 1:16, we come to understand that Ruth not
only loved Naomi, her mother-in-law, but had also come to know and
love Namoni’s God. Naomi had developed not only a relationship of
mutual love with Ruth but had passed on her faith of the one and true
God of Israel. When Ruth chose to go with Naomi, she also chose to
give up her ties to the Moabite beliefs and made her covenant to follow
the God of Israel. Many converts to the church down through the ages
have left home and family to follow the one and true living God.

“One of the greatest blessings we can offer to the world is the
power of a Christ-centered home where the gospel is taught,
covenants are kept and love abounds.” - Richard G. Scott

The scriptures tell us that God is faithful unto a thousand generations.
Life’s journey can often take some unexpected twists and turns. We
never know what is ahead of us but of one thing we can be sure,
whatever it is, our God will be with us. The difficulties of life offer us
an opportunity to draw closer to God and express our faith by trusting
fully in him. Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the
faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him
and keep his commandments to a thousand generations (Deuteronomy
7:9).

The earliest word for faith in the Bible was Amen. Strong’s:
• Amen = in the Hebrew means = Faithfulness, to trust or believe,
assurance, steadfast
• Amen = in the Greek = firm, sure, trustworthy
Amen is used in a double way throughout the Bible. When it refers to
God and His Promises it means “Faithful” or “Faithfulness” and when
it refers to our act it means “Faith”.
Our faith is built on the “Faithfulness of God”. Faith is our response to
the evidence we discover of God’s trustworthiness. Ruth must have
seen evidence of God’s faithfulness as she lived with her Israelite
husband and her mother-in-law Naomi. Because she saw evidence of
God’s faithfulness she then chose to go with Naomi and make covenant
with Naomi’s God. She trusted the God of Israel and was not to be
disappointed in her decision, for God richly blessed her because of that
trust. God is a faithful God, we can trust in him.
And the Lord shall help them, and deliver them; he shall deliver them
from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him (Psalm
37:40).
The Lord recompense thy work,
And a full reward be given thee of the
Lord God of Israel, under whose wings
Thou art come to trust (Ruth 2:12).

Focal Point =

The second work she
Patroness Hall (1960)
did in Lamoni was to
assist in organizing the
Graceland
College
Patroness Society. By
having bazars and
suppers the women of the Patroness Society earned money to erect
Patroness Hall for the college students.
The third activity she became active in, was to establish a home for the
elderly in Lamoni. Catherine wasted no time. The money was raised
and the home was built of brick. It had 2 stories and 50 rooms, all
with windows.
In 1905, the Kelly’s moved to Independence, Missouri. Catherine
became involved in another large work. She learned the Sanitarium
Hospital was having money problems. She organized the Sanitarium
Patroness Society. The women of this organization mended the hospital
linens. They made caps, gowns and surgical masks for the doctors and
nurses. They even assisted with the cooking. If something needed to
be done they hustled around and got it done. They also organized
funding for the hospital.
Catherine also helped raise money for the church ship, Evanelia.
Edmond, as bishop of the church, actually purchased the missionary
boat.

Ruth became a chosen vessel because when
adversity struck she chose to not only love Naomi but to trust in
Naomi’s God and believe in him and his faithfulness. The promises
of God are true in all generations.

They had eight children and despite the fact that Catherine was always
busy with church work, she never neglected them. Indeed, because
brother Kelly was often gone on church work, much of the training of
the children depended on Catherine. She was a wonderful mother and
a devoted companion to her husband.

Ruth Chose to Love Naomi and Trust God in Adversity:
In our life’s journey, we do not always have the option of choosing our
situation in life, but we can respond with faith and trust in God. Like
Ruth we can choose to be kind and loving. We can choose to believe
in God’s faithfulness. In times of doubt we need to remember that God
loves us and is trustworthy. He will not allow anything to come into

She was a remarkable woman, a vessel of honor, dedicated to her home,
her husband and her God. She was a good and faithful servant who
spent all of her life working for the establishment of God’s Kingdom.
Brother Kelly and Catherine dedicated their lives to the work of the
church. He passed away in 1930 and Catherine followed him in 1944.
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our life that has not first been filtered through his hands. One of his
Promises to us is that all things will work for our good. Ruth is a good
example of this. All the adversity did indeed work for her good. And
we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purposes (Romans 8:28).
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So Boaz took Ruth and she was his wife…and she bare a son. And the
woman said unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left thee
this day without a kinsman (Ruth 4:13-14).
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Ruth is a light for those who come behind her: Ruth as a loving,
selfless, faithful and chosen vessel affected other generations for good
by her faithfulness. I believe we see her influence on her great-grandson
David in the psalms when he says: He that dwelleth in the secret place
of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will
say of the Lord, he is my refuge and my fortress; my God; in him will I
trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from
the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under
his wings shalt thou trust; his truth shall be thy shield and buckler
(Psalms 91:1-4).
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We are called to be chosen vessels in our day and age. When we
exercise our faith, the Lord’s purposes will be accomplished, and we
will be blessed even in our adversities. We can play a part in blessing
future generations by exercising our faith in the Lord. Our love,
selflessness and faith like Ruth can be a light to other generations. Ruth
was blessed and those who came behind her were blessed because of
her faithfulness. Twenty-eight generations later Jesus was born of her
linage. What a heritage! Her light still shines for us today.
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Ruth moved out in faith and thus took hold of the promises of God:
When we act upon our faith and put out full trust in God, we will be
blessed, we will not be disappointed. In Hebrews, it tells us what faith
is. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen (Hebrews 11:1).
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That word “assurance” in the Greek means = Title Deed. This
means when we have faith it gives us the title deed to those things we
hope for. It gives us title to the promises of God. They are ours to
claim!!
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Ruth was rewarded for her trust in God as we all are when we
exhibit/act out our faith in God: God is ever faithful to those who
believe, call upon His name and move out in faith. (See Ruth 2:12.)
But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him (Hebrews 11:6).
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In Our Day God’s Promises are Still True and He Rewards Those
Who are Faithful and Trust Him: What reward might be ahead of us
individually and as a people if we will be faithful to God and trust him
in all ways even in our adversities?
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But, behold, I the Lord, will hasten the city in its time, and will crown
the faithful with joy and with rejoicing. Behold, I am Jesus Christ the
Son of God, and I will lift them up at the last day. Even so. Amen (DC
52:9f).
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Catherine Bishop Kelly

In January of 1874 Catherine Bishop, a young school teacher, went to
the village of Glenwood, Iowa for the purpose of renewing her teacher’s
certificate. Besides renewing her certificate, she found the man she was
to marry and the church she was to join. She met and fell in love with
Edmund Kelly who was a member of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ. Edmond married, converted and baptized Catherine into the
church.
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Christ. Edmond married, converted and baptized Catherine ito the
church.

Edmund worked as a lawyer for the church. He worked on the Kirtland
court case. When they were in Kirtland there were very few saints so
Catherine organize a branch, set up Sunday school and even went out
into the streets to invite children.
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Their next home was in Lamoni, Iowa. While in Lamoni, Catherine
helped organize the first Women’s Department for the general church.
She was the first president and laid the foundation for the Daughters of
Zion, the first General Women’s Department of the Church. In the first
year, she organized 23 local groups in various parts of the United States.
During this time, she also became the first editor of the first column for
the women’s department, in the Autumn Leaves.
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Words to the Women of the Church
By President Fred M. Smith

Speaking to the women about the church Women’s
Departments Fred M. said, “It has been first
concerned with the spiritual development of
women, knowing that this was essential before any
great goals could be accomplished. In addition to
the strengthening of our spiritual foundations which
come from study of the word of God, we must learn
together in our women’s groups the necessary steps
of Zionic home-building. The women are charged with the
development of the Zionic home. We must not fail, remembering
always to do all things with an eye single to the glory of God.
The women’s organizations in the branch have the responsibility of
carrying a part of the mission of the church. Our aim is to increase in
stature after the likeness of Christ so that we shall receive his power
and guidance. We should be anxious that those who come within our
circle of contact shall learn his ways and be persuaded to link energies
with ours to accomplish these great tasks on earth. Women can’t be
satisfied that their own families are growing; they must be concerned
that others around are growing, too, and the women’s department is an
avenue to help in this development.”

Vessels of Honor – April, 2018
By Pat Chadwick

And when the Sabbath was passed, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James and Salome, bought sweet spices, that they might come
and anoint him. And very early in the morning, the first day of the week,
they came unto the sepulcher at the rising of the sun; and they said
among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of
the sepulcher? But when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled
away, (for it was very great,) and two angels sitting thereon, clothed in
long white garments; and they were affrighted. But the angels said unto
them, Be not affrighted; ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified;
he is risen; he is not here; behold the place where they laid him. (Mark
16:1-4)

The Easter Story and the Promise of Jesus to Return is
Indeed – “The Good News”

Have ye received his image in your countenances? (Alma 3:28)

The Uniqueness of the Easter Celebration: Everything about Jesus
was unique: The prophecies of His coming. His birth. His life. His
teachings. His miracles. His death. And especially His resurrection. The
resurrection of Jesus stands as the most unique and miraculous event in
the history of mankind. The Bible tells us that long before the world
began, God had planned that the crucifixion of Jesus would be the
method and payment for sin – the only payment that would reconcile
sinners to a holy and loving God. Forasmuch as ye know that ye were
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the

precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot;
Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times for you. (1 Peter 1:18-20)
Death Had No More Dominion: Death had ruled the world since the
days of Adam but now for the first time, death was conquered. Jesus
raised three from the dead, a twelve-year old girl (Mark 5:34), a
widow’s son (Luke 7:15) and Lazarus (John11:1-46). Each had been
restored to mortal life, whereas Jesus was raised to immortality,
never to die again. He was the resurrection and the life. Now if we
be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him;
Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death
hath no more dominion over him. (Romans 6:8-12) The righteous,
which had died, from the time of Christ to Adam were also resurrected
and people saw them and testified of it. Jesus when he had cried again
with a loud voice, saying, Father, it is finished, thy will is done, yielded
up the ghost. And behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from
the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; And
the graves were opened; and the bodies of the saints which slept, arose,
who were many. And came out of the graves after his resurrection,
went unto the holy city, and appeared unto many. (Matthew 27:54-57)

In 1898, they returned home to Iowa. They had two more daughters.
When her husband was sent to Oklahoma, Alice and the girls went with
him. There she experienced the hardships of a pioneer woman even
living in a dugout shelter for a while. She helped her husband take the
gospel to the Indians. She visited the homes of the Indians and helped
explain the gospel to the women. She assisted in the services by playing
the piano, directing the singing and often singing solos herself.
In 1916 they moved to Independence, Missouri and established a home.
After the girls were grown they returned to Oklahoma and continued to
work with the Indians. In 1944 Hubert was superannuated and they
moved back to Independence. Hubert and Alice continued to work in
the church in Independence.
I remember hearing Hubert preach at the campus when I was young.
Hubert and Alice were dedicated to Christ and His church. They served
him all of their lives and brought many souls to Christ.

Focal Point #1 = The Women who loved and followed Jesus
stood at the foot of the cross and kept watch, even when all the
disciples but one, ran and hid. They were also the first to hear the
resurrection message, find the empty tomb, and share the Good
News.
They were indeed Faithful Vessels of Honor. We are called to be
faithful vessels in our day and age. And the angels answered and said
unto the women, Fear not ye; for we know that ye seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here; for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay; and go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is
risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee;
there shall ye see him; lo, I have told you. And they departed quickly
from the sepulcher, with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his
disciples word. (Matthew 28:4-6)
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(Photo taken from: saintshistorychannel.wordpress.com)
Hubert Case with Native Americans
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Focal Point #2

= Prophecies fulfilled: Jesus’ birth, life and
death fulfilled 353 prophecies given about Him in the Old
Testament. They were all literally fulfilled. And he said unto them,
These are the words which I spake unto you while I was yet with you,
that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses,
and in the prophets, and the Psalms, concerning me. (Luke 24:43)
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You Be A Ready and Prepared Vessel? – But as
it was in the days of Noah, so it shall be also at the
coming of the Son of Man. For it shall be with them
as it was in the days which were before the flood; for
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, they were eating and
drinking, marrying and given in marriage, and knew not until the flood
came and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of
Man be. And what I say unto one, I say unto all men; watch therefore,
for ye know not at what hour our Lord doth come…Therefore be ye
also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man
cometh. Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord when
he cometh shall find so doing; And, verily I say unto you, he shall make
him ruler over all his goods. (Matthew 24: 44-52)
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= Jesus promised to return: There are over
500 prophecies concerning his second coming. We can expect to see
these literally fulfilled also. And when he had spoken these things,
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of
their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went
up, behold, Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. (Acts 1:913) Although the days will come that heaven and earth shall pass away,
yet my words shall not pass away, but all shall be fulfilled. (Mark 13:40)
= To His faithful followers today He speaks
and tells them to consider the wounds He received on the cross and
to be Faithful: Behold the wounds which pierced my side, and also the
prints of the nails in my hands and feet; be faithful;
keep my commandments, and ye shall inherit the
kingdom of heaven. Amen. (DC 6:16c)
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As she unsteadily took a few
steps on the sandy shore of
Tahiti, Alice Cases’ husband put out his arm to steady her. She said, “I
thought the land would stay steady but it seems to be moving just like
the ocean.” Hubert and Alice Case had just arrived in Tahiti where he
was to serve as a church appointee. They had made the trip on the boat
“Evanelia” with Joseph and Emma Burton. They arrived in Tahiti
November 30, 1894. Alice had suffered from sea sickness all the way
and she was very weak. She was taken to the home of one of the saints
and they prepared food for her that stayed down.
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Alice was raised in the church and her father was a missionary. She
spent her childhood in Moreland, Iowa where she graduated school and
then began teaching. She taught school for 8 years. Singing in the choir
she met a young man by the name of Hubert Case and they became
friends. When Hubert was selected to serve as a missionary they decided
to get married and go to the islands together. September 30, 1894 they
were married by Joseph Smith the III. After the ceremony, Joseph
placed his hands upon both of them and “set them aside” for special
missionary service.
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They served there for over a year and gave up much in order to share
the gospel. Their first child, Cicely, was born there on the island. When
the baby was a few months old they went to the island of Pepeete to live.
There Alice assisted Ella Devore. Alice hand copied 200 TahitianEnglish grammar books. Her penmanship was beautiful and is still
readable today. When Ella returned to the U.S.A. Alice took over her
Sunday School work in the islands. She wrote, taught women’s groups,
and led women’s prayer circles. She made lessons and copied them off
for the other instructors. She served as secretary of the district
conferences. She was busy ever moment of the day.
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Words to the Women of the Church
By President Fred M. Smith
(From a sermon given at the Campus, July 9, 1944)
I feel like presenting here the things I would like to see our Women’s
Departments achieve, accomplish, or make a part of their work as a Woman’s
Department. I will repeat that under the leadership of the women we are trying
to develop safer homes. We must protect our homes against the forces making
for their instability. We must not lower the standard of marriage, or the
standard of sexual purity, the failure to demand that there shall be equality in
the purity of the sexes, that one will not be permitted to be licentious and the
other not; but that we must have stability in our whole approach to the family
alter through marriage that will bring our people to a higher plane.
If any society is to be secure along such lines it must guard carefully and
persistently against women leaving the home. I am not a crank on that subject,
but I think I am uttering a truth that must be recognized by this people or any
other people who would establish safe homes. Let me repeat it—we must
guard carefully, persistently, against women leaving the home, especially
while in child bearing age. A prime need of any stable society is healthy,
welcomed children, and for them the home must be protected against those
influences which lure our youth away from the home and from correct
standards of purity and religion. We must guard against those forces that
would destroy the sanctity of the individual home.
We must stand against those forces that tend to eliminate the home alter as a
factor in the developing of the lives of our children…no school can take the
place of the home in its religious influence and teaching, no amount of Sunday
School work can take the place of the home; yet there have been influences at
work calculated to develop an attitude that will result in an elimination or at
least a diminution of the force and effectiveness of our home alter. At the same
time, we must recognize and encourage those forces which tend to develop in
every family a consciousness of a large inter-social relationships of homes and
property—especially Zionic homes.
We must endeavor to recognize the fact that our women have responsibilities
today outside of the home. The home in Zion is basic to our religious ideals.
The homes in Zion should be kept pure and clean, and of the highest type…
As a refuge for the youth…for those who might visit…a place of safety and
security, a place where spirituality and resistance against wrong might be
fortified and expanded. It is a prime essential for the establishment of Zion.

Vessels of Honor – May, 2018
By Pat Chadwick
And all the women that were
wise hearted did spin with
their hands, and brought
that which they had spun,
both of blue, and of purple,
and of scarlet, and of fine
linen. The children of Israel
brought a willing offering
unto the Lord, every man
and woman, whose heart
made them willing to bring
for all manner of work,
which the Lord had
commanded to be made by the hand of Moses. (Exodus 35:25, 29)
And they spake unto Moses, saying, The people bring much more than enough
for the service of the work, which the Lord commanded to make. And Moses
gave commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp
saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the offering of
the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from bringing. For the stuff they
had was sufficient for all the work to make it, and too much. (Exodus 36:5-7)
In Exodus We Find Vessels of Honor Who Have “Willing Hearts”
What if this were true of us, the children of God, in this the latter day?
What if we had wise and willing hearts, would we have to put a notice in
the bulletin that said: “To our Wise and Willing Hearted Saints: We have
enough Sunday School teachers and helpers, we have enough women willing
to serve in the Women’s Department, we have enough Bible School Workers,
we also have enough money, please don’t volunteer for anything, or give any
more money as we have enough of everything.” It is beyond our imaginations
that such a thing could happen, but that is just what happened in Moses’ day
when the call went out to build the tabernacle. It is possible for it to happen in
our day if we are wise hearted.

In the Hebrew = Strong’s Concordance – Wise Hearted means = To be
wise in mind, word or act and willingly serve. Also means exceeding
wise, intelligent, skillful, artful, wise, good sense, hearted, the center of
feelings and intellect, wisdom.

I think the most important meaning in Strong’s is = To be wise in mind, word
or act and willingly serve. We often have good and wise desires in our minds
and hearts and even express them in words, but we fail to act on them. I think
that if we want to be Vessels of honor unto God we must move out with faith
into active service. We can no longer sit on the sidelines just thinking how
nice it would be to serve or how much we desire to build God’s Kingdom. We
must willingly ACT!!!

The Desire to Serve and Give to God starts in our Hearts.
I believe “wise hearted” is when you have a heart that is full of love for God
and His Kingdom. He is your first love and as you put Him first in your life
you will actively serve Him. When God is first in your heart the Holy Spirit
dwells with you and directs you into full service for Him. This is why Jesus
stated the first and great commandment was to love God. Master, which is the
great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This
is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it; Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. (Matthew 22:35-38)

For our Focal Points let us look at some of God’s Chosen
Vessels/Servants:
Focal Point #1 = Paul = Portrait of a Vessel/Servant who Endured: ...in
labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in
deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was
I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and
a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils
of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils
in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false
brethren. In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are
without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. (2
Corinthians 11:23-28) Do we have this enduring quality in our lives? Are
we willing to suffer some discomfort for God and His work upon the
earth?
Focal Point #2 = Alma gives us a Portrait of a Godly Vessel/Servant who
comforts others: And now, as ye are desirous to come into the fold of God,
and to be called his people, and are willing to bear one another’s burdens,
that they may be light; Yea, and are willing to mourn with those that mourn;
yea, and comfort those that stand in need of comfort, and to stand as witnesses
of God at all times, and in all things, and in all places that ye may be in,
2

When she arrived in the Isle of Pines she made her home in the little
village of Nueva Gerona. It consisted of a few stores, a newspaper office
and saloons. Cattle walked the streets. One week after arriving on the
Isle of Pines she opened the school and soon had 37 students.
Fannie loved all of the children no matter what the color of their skin
and helped all of her students in the same calm gentle manner. Her
school became a catalyst to the missionary work for as she won the
confidence of a native pupil, she would introduce his/her parents to the
missionaries of the church. They held church services in the same
building as the school. In this the church was able to convert many
natives and be successful.
Fannie wrote of her work there, “I have sought the guidance of the
Holy Spirit in my work, for how little it is we can do without it.” She
taught there for 4 years and then returned to the states where she met
and married Elder C. Page, a church missionary. She and Brother Page
took care of the church properties in Nauvoo. Brother Page was the
pastor there and Fannie assisted with local church activities. She was
always a willing servant.
When she received an inheritance of $1,000 from her father’s estate, a
lot of money back then, she donated the money to the church. She
received a personal letter from Bishop Kelly in which he wrote, “I think
you have done nobly and wisely as a missionary’s wife, and trust the
Lord will remember you and bless you.”
Fannie Pender Page died in her home at the age of 72. Fannie served the
Lord all of her life.

Make me a servant, humble and meek
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak;
And may the prayer of my heart always be,
Make me a servant, Make me a servant,
Make me a servant today!
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even until death that ye may be redeemed of God, and be numbered with those
of the first resurrection, that ye may have eternal life. (Mosiah 9:39) Have you
committed yourself to bearing another’s burdens and being a comfort and
blessing to others and a witness of God at all times?
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of the first resurrection, that ye may have eternal life. (Mosiah 9:39) Have you
committed yourself to bearing another’s burdens and being a comfort and
blessing to others and a witness of God at all times?

Focal Point #3 = Doctrine and Covenants 4 also gives us a Portrait of a
Godly Vessel/Servant: Now, behold, a marvelous work is about to come forth
among the children of men, therefore, O ye that embark in the service of God,
see that ye serve him with all your heart, might, mind, and strength, that ye
may stand blameless before God at the last day; therefore if ye have desires
to serve God, ye are called to the work, for behold, the field is white already
to harvest, and lo, he that thrusteth in his sickle with his might, the same layeth
up in store that he perish not, but bringeth salvation to his soul; and faith,
hope, charity, and love, with an eye single to the glory of God, qualifies him
for the work. Remember, faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience,
brotherly kindness, godliness, charity, humility, diligence. Ask and ye shall
receive, knock and it shall be opened unto you. Amen. (DC 4:1-2) Do you
desire to serve God? Are you ready to thrust in your sickle today while
the field is white already to harvest?
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Focal Point #4 = Other Scriptures that paint a portrait of a
Vessel/Servant: And again I say unto you, I give unto you a commandment,
that every man, both elder, priest, teacher, and also member, go to with his
might, with the labor of his hands, to prepare and accomplish the things
which I have commanded. (DC 38:9c)
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that every man, both elder, priest, teacher, and also member, go to with his
might, with the labor of his hands, to prepare and accomplish the things
which I have commanded. (DC 38:9c)

…for behold, it is not meet that I should command in all things, for he that is
compelled in all things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant;
wherefore he receiveth no reward. Verily I say, Men should be anxiously
engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their own free will, and
bring to pass much righteousness; for the power is in them, wherein they are
agents unto themselves. (DC 58:6c-d)
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And let us not be weary in well doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (Galatians 6:9-10)
The above scriptures call us into active service. They call us to become
vessels of Honor and Service. Vessels prepared unto every good work as
found in 2 Timothy. But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold
and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some to
dishonor. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel
unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto
every good work. (2 Timothy 2:20-21)
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Fannie Pender and her husband Will S. Pender,
who was a missionary for the church,
learned Spanish in order to make better contact
with the Mexicans and Indians. They were assigned to Mexico along
with Brother and Sister W.H. Mannering.
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The first preaching service there was not well attended. Then they
discovered a congregation of over 50 Christians who were meeting a
short distance from them. Fannie and Will attended one of their services.
They had an organ but no one could play it so Fannie volunteered to do
so. The people were overjoyed and invited her to become their
permanent organist. When they learned that Missionaries Pender and
Mannering could preach in Spanish they invited them to speak. Because
Fannie had volunteered to play the organ the priesthood men were given
the opportunity to preach the gospel.
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These were perilous times in Mexico, as they were in a revolution to
overthrow the government. The 2 couples had to hid out while the city
was being besieged and bombarded. In the thick of the battle they had
to flee from one building to another. Because of the Revolution they had
to leave Mexico and instead, work with the Mexicans living in the
southwestern United States. In 1913, before they could go back to
Mexico, Brother Pender passed away.
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In 1921, Fannie was called into the offices of the First Presidency and
asked to conduct a day school on the Isle of Pines, south of Cuba. She
did not answer at first because the work seemed more than she could do
by herself. There were other missionaries in the area and on the Grand
Cayman Island of the British West Indies but she would be working by
herself in the school. Brother Elbert A. Smith said, “No woman in all
the church has ever been asked to do by herself such a difficult task.
But we believe you can do it. We are asking you because you speak the
Spanish language and because you have experience with foreign
people.” Fannie prayed and fasted and then consented to accept the
assignment.
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Words to the Women of the Church
By President Fred M. Smith
(1942 Conference)
If Zion is eventually to be an accomplished fact in bringing about better
social, religious and industrial conditions, we must improve conditions
prevailing in our homes…The home is entitled to religious heritage; the
child has a right to it. Parents living the life of the gospel is necessary.
The power of example is the great teacher. Children should have daily
example of what it means to belong to the church. Children are taught
everything they know. They learn by observation. Their social
viewpoint is acquired, not inherited. Our duty is to direct and advise.
We should say to them, “This is the best church with the highest
objective.” It is our duty to help the children follow the right
course...In Zion any woman who fails to impress on her children the
ideals of Zion are still far short of her duty.
The greatness of the task is matched by the idealism of the purpose. To
preach the gospel does not complete our task. There is additional
responsibility of preparing a place from out of which the beauty of
perfection and the glory of God shall shine; Zion must become a reality.
Out of the nations shall be gathered the elements to comprise Zion from
which the effulgent glory of God shall radiate.

Vessels of Honor – June, 2018
By Pat Chadwick

From Old Testament symbolism that people are like clay vessels.
Noun: Broken Vessel (plural broken vessels; idiomatic, biblical);
A person who is destroyed or forgotten, or who feels flawed or broken.

I wanted to share with you the following points by Adrian Rogers on
the meaning of being broken vessels:

A Broken Vessel by Adrian Rogers
What Forms a Vessel: There are two things that form the vessel: The
touch of the Father’s hand and the turning of the wheel. The wheel
represents the circumstances of our daily lives. God sees to it that our
lives revolve around certain events, and the whole-time God is touching
our lives and making them what He wants them to be.
A Vessel Marred: But Jeremiah 18:4 says the vessel was marred in the
hand of the potter. I’ll guarantee you the problem was not in the Potter
but in the clay.
The Problem with Clay/Our Lives: As with clay, there are two things
that can keep your life from being what it ought to be: The clay might
contain a hidden impurity – a flaw beneath the surface. Down deep
there’s some secret sin that nobody knows. Or, perhaps the clay is just
not pliable enough. Maybe it’s stiff and unyielding. The Lord

tells you to witness, but you won’t He tells you to give, but you don’t.
You need to forgive, but you can’t.
A Vessel Mended: I’ve got great news! There is still hope for you.
Verse four says, “…he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to
the potter to make it.” It was still in the hands of the Potter. God could
still make this vessel again because the clay was still soft enough.
A Vessel Mutilated: But with this message of hope comes a warning.
In Jeremiah 19 God told Jeremiah to get a vessel from the potter. And
verse 10 says, “Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the men
that go with thee.” God said, “Do you see this clay vessel? Watch it as
it is smashed to smithereens, unable to be fixed.” God is saying that
people can go on in their sins until the clay is set and hardened. God is
the God of a second chance, but there comes a time when a life is so
hardened by sin that God gives that individual up. You’ll cross God’s
deadline, and like a vessel, you cannot be put together again. But that’s
not God’s plan or desire. He yearns for the soft clay of our hearts to
mold them and make them beautiful and useful. Yield to His touch.

These were busy years for Ida; she worked diligently at her job. She
was one of the most popular speakers of Independence and Kansas City.
She wrote courses for the Women’s Auxiliary and taught at reunions.
She and her husband gave many talks on the radio. She taught classes
in social service at the Institute of Arts and Science in Independence.
Besides her work for the church she became the head of the Child
Hygiene Bureau for the public schools. She changed the system
insisting that soap and paper towels by provided for the children and
that the pupils be taught how to use them. She insisted that milk should
be provided to undernourished children at school.
During the depression, Ida became a case worker for the Jackson County
emergency relief committee helping many people during this difficult
time. She was a dynamo of energy and expressed the Zionic principle
in her life of “being of one heart and one mind with no poor among
them.” She passed away suddenly at the Independence Hospital,
leaving a great void behind her. She truly spent her life building up the
cause of Zion and caring for those in need.

Focal Point #1 = The Bible is full of stories about broken people.
God loves to use imperfect and broken people to do extraordinary
things despite their weakness. If God only used perfect people
nothing would get done for all of us are flawed.
Focal Point #2 = All the great men and women of the scriptures were
flawed in some way. Some were actually evil. The list is long but here
are a few examples:
•
•
•
•

Alma = Went about to destroy the church but God reshaped him
and made him an instrument in His hands. (Alma17)
Gideon = Was a weak man with low self-esteem but God
changed him into a mighty man of valor. (Judges 6:12)
Peter = who was impulsive and often weak, denied the Christ
became the rock. (Romans 4:11)
Rahab = a harlot changed and became a new person; she
(Rachab) is listed in the lineage of Christ (Matthew 1:4) and
known for her faith. (Hebrews11:31)
2
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Focal Point #3 = When you look at your problems and weaknesses you
may think that God could never use you. He is not limited by our
weaknesses. In fact, He loves putting His great powers into ordinary
jars and in reforming marred vessels. We are like clay jars in which a
treasure is stored. The real power comes from God.
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treasure is stored. The real power comes from God.

God chose mere men to deliver His saving message to the world – like
treasure in earthen vessels.
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But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellence
of the power may be of God and
not of us (2 Corinthians 4:7).
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Us Faithful – Vessel of Honor:

Find
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Ida Pearson Etzenhouser

Ida Pearson Etzenhouser

Ida lived in Ontario, Canada and came in contact with the gospel
through a neighbor lady. Her mother believed the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints was an evil Mormon church and she
screamed and raged against Ida joining it. She burned the church tracts
that were given to her. Her mother became so angry she would not stay
in the house when Ida was home.
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Ida left home when she was 17 and moved with her neighbors to
Independence, Missouri and joined the church. Ida’s mother was so
mad at her that she refused to even say good-by.
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Two years later, after her father died, her mother came to live with her
and saw the error of her ways and eventually joined the church. She
became a changed person.
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Ida married M. A. Etzenhouser in May of 1904. They were both active
in the church. Brother Etzenhouser was a missionary and she, of course,
left her home and went with him to various places where he was
assigned. While in Salt Lake City she and Bro. Etzenhouser revitalized
the branch there.
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Ida did an amazing amount of work for the church. In 1922 they
returned to Independence, Missouri. Ida organized the Social Service
Bureau. Problems of the church people and also people outside of the
church were handled by this faithful couple. Neglected children were
cared for, legal advice was given; there was an employment bureau that
assisted people in finding work. Special attention was given to securing
employment for disabled persons.
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church were handled by this faithful couple. Neglected children were
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There was a used commodity shop where items could be purchased for
small amounts. They opened a day nursery as part of the Social Service
Bureau. The motto that this couple used in their work was “Help People
Help Themselves”. They stressed the idea of modern community chests
for aiding the needy.
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Vision of Preparing for Christ Coming
by Audentia Anderson

Vessels of Honor – July, 2018
By Pat Chadwick

I was lying in bed one night. Suddenly while still awake, or so
it seemed, I found myself seated with a group of other women in a close
semi-circle. All of us were busy working on a garment that was spread
over our laps. We were happy as we worked, but we seemed imbued
with a spirit of haste. All at once, we were no longer seated, but working
hurriedly at the heavy embroidery with which we were embellishing the
beautiful white satin robe. Now, however, instead of resting upon our
laps, the garment was upon the shoulders of a man. My gaze traveled
upward to see who the wearer was, and I saw it was my brother Fred M!
With that discovery, a wave of spiritual light swept over me. I
sensed clearly he represented the body of the church on the earth and
that the pure white garment upon his shoulders was the robe of
righteousness the church should wear before it would be worthy to
receive the coming Christ. I saw clearly, too, that it was the women
who were putting the finishing touches to the transcendently lovely
garment and I thrilled to the realization that the reason for our
haste was that the cry had gone forth, “Behold! The bridegroom
cometh!” Then Audentia quoted:

“For Zion must increase in beauty and
and holiness; for her borders must
be enlarged; her stakes must be
strengthened;
yea, verily I say unto you,
Zion must arise and put on her
beautiful garments!
And Zion cannot be built up
unless it is by the
principles of the law
of the celestial kingdom.”
DC 81:4c

In July, on our calendar we look at the sacrifices the women of the early
church made during the building of the Kirtland Temple. They gladly
cut their beautiful hair to make the mortar stronger and broke their fine
china to add sparkle to the finishing plaster for the outside. Some have
claimed this is not true and is just a tale but I have pieces of that mortar
with human hair in it and a piece of the plaster with the broken china,
so I know this is true. They were strong, determined and committed to
the cause to assist in the building of the temple of God.
When we talk of sacrifice, first, I always think of the great sacrifice that
Jesus made for all of us. For our Eternal Father to leave the courts of
glory and come down to earth and die for sinful man is truly the greatest
of all sacrifices. Any sacrifice grows very dim compared to that of our
Heavenly Father dying on the cross for us.
Our Heavenly Father does not ask us to die for all mankind but He does
ask us to sacrifice ourselves for His Work and for His Cause upon the
earth. That sacrifice can take many different forms in our lives.

At reunion, (Odessa Hills Campgrounds, 2018), Elder Aaron Smith, in
one of his sermons challenged us with these thoughts: Paraphrasing
from notes = You must hear God’s voice. God calls us to sacrifice. We
are all different, all our sacrifices are different but when we sacrifice our
hearts, we become more Christ-like. God asks us to sacrifice our will
for His. God calls us to step out, forsake our sins, follow and serve Him.
As Christians, we are all dead to this world. We must be ready to die to
this world and live for Christ. We drag around a dead body of sin.
Throw it off. The Lord is asking you to sacrifice your life. Will you lay
down your life for the God of Heaven?

continued to serve the church in Independence; she was choir director
at the Stone Church. She wrote quarterlies for the general church. She
was editor for the Home Column in the Saint’s Herald. For 3 years, she
served as General Superintendent of the Woman’s Department of the
General Church. She wrote numerous articles for the women of the
church.
In 1915, Brother Anderson’s work took him to Omaha, Nebraska. This
was the same year that her brother F.M. Smith became president of the
church. In Omaha, Audentia and her husband did outstanding work for
the church. He served as pastor and district president and bishop’s agent.
Audentia served as Woman’s Leader of the Omaha Branch. She was
assistant leader of the music department for the Omaha Women’s Club.
Audentia wrote two books,
one concerning the genealogy
of the Smith Family titled,
Ancestry and Posterity of
Joseph and Emma Hale and
the other memoirs of Joseph
Smith the III.
It was
published under the title of
Joseph Smith III and the
Restoration.

Yes, we need to become vessels poured out for Christ and His cause.
Are You Ready to pour yourselves out for Christ and His Kingdom?
Many times last week at reunion we were reminded that Christ is
returning to the earth soon and we need to be prepared.
As Christians, and Vessels of Honor, our very lives should be
sacrificial in nature. There are many different ways that God calls
to us to sacrifice. We are to be a people who live out our very lives
in such a sacrificial way, that we always put God and His Kingdom
first in our lives. Below are 5 ways that, as pure vessels, God calls
us to pour ourselves out in sacrifice.
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While retired, the Anderson’s
went to Europe and visited
with the saints there.
Audentia successfully raised
a family of 7 children all
while faithfully serving the
church in whatever capacity
needed. Audentia and her
husband Ben were hard
workers for the church and
they taught their children to
give of their selves in service also.
5

(March 23, 1872 - May 5, 1963)
Mary Audentia Smith Anderson

Focal Point #1 = Sacrifice Your Sins = It is better that ye should deny
yourselves of these things wherein ye shall take up your
cross…Therefore if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from
thee…Or if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off and cast it from
thee…And now this I speak, a parable concerning your sins (Matthew
5:31-35).
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thee…And now this I speak, a parable concerning your sins (Matthew
5:31-35).

Focal Point #2 = Your Very Body is a Living Sacrifice = I beseech
you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service (Romans 12:1).
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reasonable service (Romans 12:1).

Focal Point #3 = Offer to God a Broken Heart and Contrite Spirit
= …your burnt offerings shall be done away, for I will accept none of
your sacrifices…ye shall offer for a sacrifice unto me a broken heart
and a contrite spirit. And whoso cometh unto me with a broken heart
and a contrite spirit, him will I baptize with fire and with the Holy Ghost
(3 Nephi 4:49-50).
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Focal Point #4 = God calls to us to not only offer up a broken heart,
but also the sacrifice of being unspotted by the world, He calls us to
offer our sacrament upon his holy day, He reminds us that on
Sundays we are to pay our devotions unto the Most High. Keeping
the Sabbath is a sacrifice = Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto the Lord
thy God in righteousness; even that of a broken heart and a contrite
spirit, And that thou mayest more fully keep thyself unspotted from the
world, thou shalt go to the house of prayer and offer up the sacrament
upon my holy day; for verily this is a day appointed unto thee to rest
from thy labors and to pay devotions unto the Most High (DC 59:2-3).
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Focal Point #5 = Offer up the Sacrifice of Praise = Vessels of Honor
Praise God even when things get tough. They have learned they can
praise God in the storms of life, for He is always with them and He
is in control. = By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to
God continually, that is the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name
(Hebrews 13:15). I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my
rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength in whom
I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.
I will call upon the Lord, for he is worthy to be praised; so shall I be
saved from my enemies (Psalms 18:1-3).
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Find Us Faithful – Vessel of Honor:
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(Ladies, one of the reasons we are running this section about faithful
vessels from the past is to inspire you. I am always amazed when I read
about these women. They raised large families, went without all the
modern conveniences that we have today such as micro-waves and
convection ovens, clothes dryers, etc., yet they managed to give great
and constant service to the Lord. They were committed to the cause of
the kingdom and set a great example for us to follow. I hope you will
take the time to read this section.)
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Smith Jr., who was assassinated in 1844 for the sake of the church. Her
father and mother, Joseph Smith the III and Bertha Smith taught her to
love God and respect the church of Jesus Christ.
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She grew up in Lamoni, Iowa, which was the headquarters for the
church at that time; she had many friends, went to public school and
loved music. In college, she majored in music.
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Audentia married Benjamin Anderson in 1891. Ben was superintendent
of the mechanical department at Herald Publishing House. They lived
in Lamoni and had 7 children.
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Audentia loved music; she was among the first teachers in the music
department at Graceland College. She helped select the hymns for the
Zion Praises Hymnal. She composed music for a number of hymns for
the church. Among the more prominent was The Old, Old Path. When
Vida Smith shared the words with Audentia, the following day, while
her children were at school, Audentia sat down to create music for the
new hymn. Immediately her hands began to play the tune that we now
use. When she played it for Vida, Vida had tears in her eyes and said,
“Audie, that is the very tune that came to me as I wrote the words, but
not being a musician I could not put it down on paper.”
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In 1908, the family moved to Independence, Missouri. Audentia lived
across the street from her father, Joseph Smith the III, who was elderly
and blind. Audentia took the time to read to him every day. Audentia
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Words to Women of the Church

Women Testify Through Missionary Endeavor, Saint’s Herald,
April, 1956 - by Apostle Charles R. Hield
11 Nephi 11:48 We talk of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of
Christ, we prophesy of Christ. The women of the church especially have
a wonderful opportunity to identify themselves with Christ. All through
the history of the church, in fact all through the history of mankind,
women have been very influential.
Evangelism or witnessing is not merely a method of salesmanship. Real
evangelism or missionary endeavor, however, involves a way of life. It
is also a way of thinking. It is a conviction of the soul. It is a way of
working, and a way even of playing. We might also say it is a way of
breathing, eating, and drinking. It is not something we sell that wears
out or becomes obsolete. The Christ was a great witness for his Father.
Every minute of his life he witnessed. It was a way of life that he felt in
every fiber of his being.
I have had ladies ask …how can we learn to be good missionaries? The
first thing we must do is to identify ourselves with the program and life
of Christ. We all fail unless we do. We must know him, feel his call,
love him and desire to identify ourselves with him. Identifying ourselves
with Christ is something that we should feel, something that we would
miss if it were taken away. Yet 50 % of our people do not sense this
identity with our Lord. We cannot have Christ without his program!
Christ our law giver brings the doctrine and laws to us from his
Father…He brings the Holy Spirit. It is to Christ that all power is
given…Our standard books are full of the accounts of Christ as he
pleads…even from the beginning, with people to identify their lives and
their homes with him and his Father’s program.
Missionary endeavor is more than merely joining a church. We join the
church in order to identify our lives, our homes, our every moment with
the great kingdom-building purposes of Christ our leader…We wish to
be co-laborers with him. We cannot effectively witness for the
Christ…until we believe his message and…are caught up with him in
this world in life-long endeavor to bring to pass the kingdom of our God.
(To be continued…)

Vessels of Honor – August, 2018
By Pat Chadwick
The Vessel of Honor on our calendar in
August is the Widow of Zarephath who
shared the last of her food with Elijah.
Several points to consider in this story are
as follows:
The Widow’s History: She lived in
Sarepta which belonged to Sidon, a
heathen nation. In this nation Elijah found
a welcome refuge from his deadly enemy
Jezebel. The widow, although brought up
among idol worshipers, must have heard
of Elijah and the power of Elijah’s God.
Even the heathens knew somewhat of the
Hebrew faith and the power that their one
and only God had exhibited in the past. A
seed of Faith must have already been planted in her heart. Like Alma says,
“Now if ye give place, that a seed may be planted in your heart, behold, if it
be a true seed, or a good seed, if ye do not cast it out by your unbelief, that ye
will resist the Spirit of the Lord, behold, it will begin to swell within your
breasts. Alma 16:153”
Singled Out by God: This widow must have had a little seed of faith in her
heart. She had a humble home and had been able to eke out a frugal living until
the drought/famine hit. Now she was down to one small meal and then she and
her son faced starvation. Little did she know that deliverance was at hand.
Elijah was a hunted man and on the run from Jezebel. They would never think
to look for Elijah with a poor and starving widow. I believe because of the seed
of faith in her heart God singled her out to shelter the prophet for 2 years.
When Elijah met her she was gathering sticks to make a little fire to bake her
last scanty meal. Even though she was faced with starvation, the little seed of
faith she carried in her heart sprouted to the extent that it caused her to trust
Elijah’s words and share her last bite of food with him. Many years later Jesus
would speak of this faithful widow. But I tell you the truth, many widows were
in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six
months, and great famine was throughout all the land; But unto none of them
was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, of Sidon, unto a woman who was a widow
(Luke 4:25-26).

God Keeps His Promises: She was a widow with a child to keep. Widows in
ancient times were left without safety nets. They more often than not were in
acute poverty. Yet God has promised to take care of the godly widow. The
widow of Zarephath came under God’s protection when she moved out in
faith and was willing to share what she had with Elijah. Behold, the widow
woman was there gathering of sticks; and he called to her, and said, Fetch me,
I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And as she was going
to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread
in thine hand. And she said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but
a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and, behold, I am
gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we
may eat it, and die.
And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said; but make
me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and
for thy son. For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall
not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until … the Lord sendeth rain
upon the earth. And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah; and
she, and he, and her house, did eat many days (I Kings 17:10-14).
The Widow Became a Vessel of Faith: I believe that her faith prompted her
to hasten to do what Elijah asked; in doing so, she learned that little is much if
God is in it. Can you imagine that after sharing that meal how she would
anxiously check the cruse of oil and the barrel of meal, only to discover them
refilled? How her heart must have rejoiced and her faith exploded with growth.
The widow continued to see this miracle daily until the famine was past. God
multiplied her oil and meal just as Jesus fed the hungry crowd with 5 loaves
and 2 fishes. Today we are called to be like the widow of Zarephath, who
experimented on the word of God and moved out in faith, to share the small
portion she had with Elijah. We too must experiment on the word of God and
move out in faith to do the things God has asked us to do. And now, behold,
because ye have tried the experiment,and planted the seed, and it swelleth, and
sprouteth, and beginneth to grow, ye must needs know that the seed is
good…But if ye will nourish the word, yea, nourish the tree as it beginneth to
grow, by your faith with great diligence, and with patience, looking forward
to the fruit thereof, it shall take root; and behold, it shall be a tree springing
up unto everlasting life (Alma 16: 159).

Focal Point #1 = God can and will multiply what we offer. A person

cannot give a crust of bread to the5Lord without receiving a whole loaf in
return. How expressive are the following stanzas of Elizabeth Rundle
Charles’ hymn, Is Thy Cruse of Comfort Failing?
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children. One was a daughter named Winifred, who perished at three years
old from an accident. After Winnie’s death, PA had an open vision and was
allowed to see her in heaven. She was in a beautiful garden with a group of
children. The children were gathered around Jesus and Jesus was holding little
Winnie in His arms. This brought great consolation to Maude and PA.
My Grandmother, like the widow of Zarephath, was willing to share a little
meal with others. My grandparents shared this testimony over the years: It was
during the depression they had little money. Grandpa worked refinishing and
reupholstering furniture. He had just completed a big job and would be paid
on Monday but over the weekend they had to live on what was left in the house.
All the money was gone. Grandma had cooked a little roast with carrots and
potatoes. By Sunday all that was left was a bowl of gravy and some potatoes.
After church, a family with 6 or 7 children dropped by to visit. They stayed a
long time. Finally, my grandmother went into the kitchen and prayed, “Lord,
please send these people home, the children are tired and hungry and we need
to eat.” The Lord spoke to her, “But Maude, I have sent them to you so you
can feed them. They have no food.” Grandma was shocked as they hardly had
enough for her family of 9. She called my grandfather into the kitchen to ask
him what they should do. He said, “Maude, if the Lord has instructed us to
feed them then He will provide.” Grandpa went back out and asked the folks
if they wanted to stay for lunch, saying, “We don’t have much but we will
share what we have.” The people quickly accepted the invitation.
Grandma heated the gravy and potatoes. There were nine whole potatoes and
one small bowl of gravy, just enough for her family. Grandpa blessed the food
asking that God bless and multiply it to meet the needs of those who were at
the table. Grandma watched the bowl go around the table. She counted the
potatoes as they came out of the bowl. When the 9th and last potato came out
she inwardly cringed, thinking, “What now? There are no more potatoes.” But
to her amazement a 10th and 11th came out and potatoes continued to come out
of the bowl until everyone had a whole potato on their plate. Same with the
gravy. There was enough for everyone. A miracle occurred right at my
grandparent’s dinner table! I grew up hearing this
testimony and it became part of my foundation of faith.
These kinds of miracles are available today if we will
be vessels of faith. Willing to listen to the still small
voice of the Master. Willing to trust in the word of the
Lord and share what meager fare we have with those
who stand in need.
5
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Rise and share it with another: And through all the years of famine, it
shall serve thee and thy brother.
Love divine will fill the storehouse, And, thy handful still renew;
Scanty fare for one will often make a royal feast for two.
For the heart grows rich in giving; All its wealth is golden grain:
Seeds, which mildew in the garner, scattered, fill with gold the plain.
Is thy burden hard and heavy? Do thy steps drag wearily? Help to bear
thy brother’s burden-God will bear both it and thee.
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Focal Point #2 = Sharing what we have with others does not
impoverish our life but rather expands it into newness of life and
heavenly treasures. What a difference the God-sent prophet must have
made to the home of the widow! All trial was past and daily their need
was met by Him who opens His hand and supplies what His own
require. The widow had come to know that her guest was a prophet and
what blessed truths she must have received from his lips. Her home was
blessed abundantly because of her sacrifice. Never fear experimenting
upon your faith by moving out and sharing what you have with those in
need. Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go, sell that thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven, and come
and follow me (Matthew 19:21).
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Focal Point #3 = Through trials our faith is tested and trials cause
our faith to grow if we continue to trust God. As time rolled by the
widow must have grown to feel calm and secure but one day the peace
and contentment of the home miraculously sustained were disturbed, for
the widow’s son was suddenly seized
with illness and finally died. Once
again the widow knew despair but we
see that the widow’s faith was
expanded by going through the trial of
her son being ill and dying. And Elijah
took the child, and brought him down
out of the chamber into the house, and
delivered him unto his mother; and
Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. And the
woman said to Elijah, Now by this I
know that thou art a man of God, and
that the word of the Lord in thy
mouth is truth (I Kings 17:23-24).
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I do not want us to think that only women who take on leadership roles are
faithful workers. There are many women in the church, who have not held
leadership roles but have been women of great faith. Never getting the glory,
yet little or no progress would have been made without them. Women, who
like the widow of Zarephath, seemed insignificant but through their faith
became faithful vessels making a difference for God. An example of such a
woman was my grandmother, Maude Sherman.
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My Grandfather Plinnie Albert Sherman was
from Minnesota but was led by God to come to
Independence, Missouri. He then wrote to my
grandmother, Lenna Maude, to come to
Independence and get married. Maude said yes
and packed her trunk and went by train to marry
Plinnie. She called him Plinnie but most people
called him PA. They were married Thanksgiving
Day, 1899.
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My grandmother, Maude Sherman, was a quiet woman of great faith. She
supported my grandfather in his priesthood and together they raised 6 sons
who were also in the priesthood and were faithful servants. Their daughter also
remained faithful.
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Maude and PA eventually bought 4 acres of land just outside of southeast
Independence. They started the Gudgell Park congregation. PA was the first
pastor and Maude taught Sunday school. The church met in their home, which
was a large tent with a wooden floor, until in 1926, when they, along with 4
other families, built the first Gudgell Park Church. Maude and the women of
this little new congregation took on the raising of money. Five dollars down
for two lots and $5.00 a month until the total cost of $141.00 was paid off. I
grew up attending that little white church.

Maude and PA eventually bought 4 acres of land just outside of southeast
Independence. They started the Gudgell Park congregation. PA was the first
pastor and Maude taught Sunday school. The church met in their home, which
was a large tent with a wooden floor, until in 1926, when they, along with 4
other families, built the first Gudgell Park Church. Maude and the women of
this little new congregation took on the raising of money. Five dollars down
for two lots and $5.00 a month until the total cost of $141.00 was paid off. I
grew up attending that little white church.

They held a carnival every year on their property to raise money for the church,
offering food for sale and all kinds of booths with crafts, games, cake walks
and tractor rides. It was a major endeavor. I grew up loving this event but
never realized until I was an adult how much work it must have taken.
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Maude and PA kept their faith and always testified of God’s goodness and
praised Him for all of his blessings even though they suffered the loss of six
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Moses was born, an order had gone out to kill all male children of the
Hebrews, and the young mother of Moses, with courage, wisdom and
inspiration, hid him and nursed him about three months. When she
could do that no longer she put him in a bassinet at the water’s edge
where she knew Pharaoh’s daughter would come and she knew that
every normal woman falls in love with a baby. When Pharaoh’s
daughter adopted Moses and needed a nurse for him, there was his
mother to be his nurse, and God trusted her. Figuratively speaking, in
her arms she held the Mosaic economy, Mt. Sinai, The Ten
Commandments, and the books of the Old Testament.
In the Christian dispensation when Christ was born, he was delivered to
a mother. Mary, figuratively speaking, in her arms she held the Christian
religion; she held Gethsemane, Calvary, the Mount of Transfiguration,
the Resurrection, and the gospel that was to go to all the world.
In the latter-day dispensation when the martyrs were slain and the saints
were left in confusion and scattered far and wide, Emma, the wife of the
prophet, was urged to return east to her father’s family. She might have
said, “I have suffered enough, I will turn my back on the Restoration
Movement which caused me and mine so much suffering.” She was
asked to go west with Brigham Young. The mob threatened to burn her
house over her head if she stayed in Nauvoo where I was born, and there
she reared her sons in the faith of their father.
When God came knocking at her door and said, “Where is Joseph who
will preside over my church for fifty-three years?” She said, “Here is
Joseph.” When God came to that door again and said, “Where is
Alexander who will be a member of the twelve apostles and presiding
patriarch?” She said, “Here is Alexander.” When God came with the last
request, “Where is David, who is to be a member of the First Presidency
and writer of hymns to my praise?” Emma replied, “Here is David, my
youngest born after his father’s death.” God put His trust in that woman,
or I would not be here today.
These three women in times of crises kept God’s trust, but God has
trusted tens of thousands of women in obscure places, in every
stake, district, and branch, with some task that he wants done
according to the gifts and calling of God unto them. He has trusted
you. That His Spirit will go with you is my prayer.

Vessels of Honor – September, 2018
By Pat Chadwick
Our focus for September’s calendar page
is Emma Smith. Her mother-in-law Lucy
Mack Smith, once said of her, “I have
never seen a woman in my life who
would endure every species of fatigue
and hardship, from month to month,
and from year to year, with that
unflinching courage, zeal and patience
which Emma has ever done…It may be
many may have to encounter the
same…May they have grace given
them according to their day, even as
has been the case with her.” (Because
we tend to forget all the many difficulties
and adversities that Emma faced in her life, I will focus this bulletin
upon her life story and her faithfulness to the cause of the Kingdom.)
A Brief History: Emma met Joseph Smith when he was working in
Harmony, Pennsylvania. Due to her
father’s strong disapproval they eloped
and were married in secret on January 18,
1827 in New York. He was 21 and she
was 22. Emma related later that she
simply set off one day to visit the
Stafford’s home and while there Joseph
talked her into eloping. She said, “I
preferred to marry him more than anyone
else,” so she consented. Later Joseph
would say of her, “She was my wife even
the wife of my youth, and the choice of
my heart.” Their marriage lasted a brief
17 years, and was cut short when Joseph was killed by the mob at
Carthage, June 27, 1844. Emma was still a young mother in her late 30’s
when Joseph was killed. She gave birth to her last child a few months
after Joseph’s death.

An Elect Lady = Vessel of Excellence, Faith, Hope, Courage and
Endurance: In Doctrine and Covenants 24, Emma Smith was told
by the Lord that she was an “Elect Lady”. Indeed, she was! She
played an important part in the restoration of the church. She assisted
Joseph in many ways. She was a scribe, when needed, for the translation
of the Book of Mormon. She opened her home to the sick, the orphaned
and the homeless. She was the first president of the women’s relief
society. She was Joseph’s confidant and best friend and stood solidly
beside him through all kinds of adversity. Fleeing the mob in Missouri,
she walked across the Mississippi, in the dead of winter on ice, carrying
2 children in her arms with the others clinging to her skirts. Concealed
beneath her clothing were the manuscript of the Inspired Version and
other church papers. She did not know if Joseph was
dead or alive. Through extreme adversity she was a
great strength to the church. Through the horror of
repeated mob violence, persecution forced moves, the
arrest of church officials and finally the murders of
Joseph and Hyrum, she set an example of faith, hope
and courage for her children and the church as a whole.
Focal Point #1 = We should ask, where did Emma’s
great faith come from? She was a scribe, when needed, for the Book
of Mormon and she copied down the words as Joseph read them to her
from the plates. She was never allowed to view the plates but she dusted
around them as they sat covered with a cloth. She knew the plates were
on that table, that they were real and the Book of Mormon was true.
When you believe in the Book of Mormon your faith is strengthened.
The Book of Mormon had to have become a significant part of her
foundation of faith.
Focal Point #2 = It is important today for you to have a testimony
of the Book of Mormon. The book is a second witness to the divinity
of Jesus Christ. It is a Faith building book which builds one’s faith in
God hence giving one courage and strength. If you know the Book of
Mormon is true then you know that the Bible is true, you know Jesus
was the son of God, that He lived, died and was resurrected, you know
all the promises of God are true. You also know Joseph Smith was a
prophet of God, the Doctrine and Covenants is true and the gospel is
true. Surely this was the source for Emma’s great faith. If you do not
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The saints were instructed to gather in Independence, Missouri, but
again mob violence was to affect their lives and they were driven out in
1838. Fleeing Missouri, the saints settled in Nauvoo, Illinois. After
spending months in prison, Joseph was finally able to join Emma in
Nauvoo. Nauvoo grew into an outstanding and beautiful city but it was
short lived. On June 27, 1844 Joseph and Hyrum were assassinated.
Their bodies were brought back to the Mansion House. Hundreds of
people came to see the slain leaders. Emma was warned that attempts
would be made to rob the graves. With help from trusted friends they
took the bodies and buried them in a secret place.
Emma stayed in Nauvoo, refusing to follow any of the factions of the
church. She lived in the Mansion House and upon occasions her home
was invaded by the enemy and people threatened to burn her out but she
stayed firm. In 1847, she married Lewis C. Bidamon. He offered her
comfort and protection for her family. She kept the manuscript of the
Inspired Version safe. She raised up her children in truth and
righteousness. Her son, Joseph Smith the III, became the first president
and prophet over the Reorganization; Fredrick followed him. Emma
died in the Nauvoo House in 1879. As Emma passed away, surrounded
by her loved ones, she raised herself up, stretched out her hand, and
called, “Joseph! Joseph!” She had completed her mission upon the earth
and at last she and Joseph were together once more.
(Information gathered from: Church History; Joseph Smith and His
Progenitors; 33 Women of the Restoration; Love Letters of Joseph and
Emma; Wikipedia.)

Words to Women of the Church

By Elbert A. Smith - Saint’s Herald, Vol. 99 #40
I consider it a great honor to be privileged to speak to you for a few
minutes. As I look down on this fine assembly of women filling the
church…I am sure you have reconstructed yourselves by your study and
class work. Lectures, meditation and prayer have fitted yourselves to
go out with great spiritual power to the various places where you live to
take part in this forward movement. I have often commented on the fact
three times in the great dispensations of the gospel, God trusted
everything to a woman. In the beginning of the mosaic economy when
5

have a testimony of the truth of the Book of Mormon you should seek it
out, for such a testimony will give you a great foundation of faith.
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Focal Point #3 = Having a foundation of faith will carry you
through extreme adversity. Emma’s great faith carried her through the
extreme adversity she endured. When Joseph was in prison, Emma
wrote to him, “…was it not for conscious innocence and the direct
interposition of divine mercy, I am very sure I never should be able
to have endured the scenes of suffering that I have passed
through…but I still and am yet willing to suffer more.” She was
willing to suffer more because she had great faith and believed in the
divine mercy of God. In 1869 she wrote to her son Joseph Smith the III,
“I have seen many, yes many, trying scenes in my life in which I
could not see…where any good could come of them…but yet I feel
a divine trust in God that all things shall work for good. Herein we
again see Emma’s great faith. Because of her trust/faith in God she had
hope and believed that all things should work for good. It is the same in
our own lives when we have faith/trust in God. Like Emma we can
have hope even in the darkest hour for we know His Promises Are
True, all things will work for our good.
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To Continue A Brief History of Emma:
In 1827, the same year they were married,
Emma went with Joseph to Hill Cumorah.
She only went part way up the hill as he
continued on and received the plates from
the angel Moroni. The days that followed
were dangerous to the young couple as
people tried to kill Joseph and steal the
plates. Because of the danger Peter Witmer Sr. asked them to come to
his home in Fayette, New York. Emma saw the church come forth and
shared in this great endeavor with Joseph. It was in Fayette, New York
that the 3 witnesses and the 8 witnesses saw the plates. Joseph and
Oliver received the Aaronic priesthood from John the Baptist in May of
1829. Then soon after that Peter, 3James and John the Beloved, bestowed
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the Melchizedek Priesthood upon Oliver and Joseph. The church was
organized in 1830 at the home of Peter Witmer and Emma was baptized
by Oliver Cowdery that same year. Emma was living through both
wonderful and terrible days.
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Emma’s first child Alva died at birth. She also had a set of twins, who
died. Later Emma and Joseph adopted twin babies, Julia and Joseph. In
March of 1832 a mob broke down the door of the house, took little
Joseph from his father’s arms and placed the child on a trundle bed, but
in the ensuing violence he was knocked to the floor and was left lying
in the doorway of the house leaving him exposed to the extreme cold.
They forced Emma and others from the house, threatening Emma with
rape and murder. The children had the measles and being exposed to the
cold winter winds, when the mob broke into the house, caused little
Joseph to catch a severe cold going into pneumonia. He died 5 days
later. The mob scratched Joseph all over his body and tarred and
feathered him. Emma fainted when she saw him because she thought it
was blood. She and others worked through the night to clean him up and
he preached the next morning.
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The church moved to Kirtland, Ohio. Emma and the other women of the
church assisted with the work on the Kirtland Temple by making
clothing for the men, cooking meals and doing all they could to support
and help with the great work the church
was called to do. While living in
Kirtland, two more sons were born to
Emma, Joseph the III and Fredrick.
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During the years of their marriage,
Joseph was often away preaching to
members of the church, trying to earn
sufficient money to take care of his and
the church’s debt. He was often unlawfully held in prison and forced to
go into hiding from the enemies of the church. Through it all Emma
stood strong, struggling to raise her children, facing alone the terrifying
persecutions of the world. Emma’s whole heart was in the work of the
Lord and her faith never wavered. Their marriage was marred by
frequent poverty and the wrenching loss of many of their little children.
Their marriage was blessed with 11 children but Emma’s heart must
have ached for the 6 that died.
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