
 Mid-Week Highlight in the Life of Our Branch: 
Prayer and Testimony Service!     -- by Susan Booth 

 Will you join us?   
      On Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m. our OGRB 
church family and friends gather together for spiri-
tual uplift.  We often sing a few favorite hymns as 
people enter the sanctuary. An Elder presides 
over the service, welcoming everyone in the name 
of Jesus Christ.  We stand and sing an opening 
hymn, followed by an invocation.  
 There may be opening remarks by the Elder.  
Then there are prayer requests for people or situa-
tions. Many of those present write down these re-
quests so they can uphold them in thoughts and 
prayers throughout the week to come. 
 The season of prayer is often very meaningful 
to us as we open up our hearts and express 
through our voices the deep desire for God and 
His loving Holy Spirit to intervene on behalf of our 
loved ones—for healing, compassion, comfort and 
direction.  When the children stand up to pray it is 
especially encouraging to us!  If there is a lull in 
the continuous standing and offering of prayers, 
then the Elder, according to how he is led by the 
Spirit, will sometimes read a scripture or have us 
sing another hymn before others pray. 
 The season of testimony is a favorite time as 
we hear how God is blessing and helping others.  
When we receive blessings, both small and large, 
we know God is happy that we share our stories. 
Throughout the week we can consider how God is 
working in our lives and share that on Wednesday 
night. This sharing time gives each of us hope and 
builds our faith.  

 
 The sweet time we share together in prayer 
and testimony ends with a closing hymn and a 
benediction. 
 On March 31, 2021, the Elder in charge asked 
us to testify specifically in response to this ques-
tion: Why do you come to prayer services?  The 
responses were wonderful!  Here are some: 

 I need the spiritual uplift to get through the 
week. 
 My mother (parents) taught me to always 
come, and I do! 
 I have a loved one that needs prayers. 
 God allowed something wonderful to hap-
pen to me and I wanted to share it. 
 The people as a whole are brought up 
higher (edified) and closer to God when we 
share together. 
 Even after a trying day or difficulty in    
coming, I have never been sorry to have been 
here—even in 40 
years! 
 As a new member, 
I am amazed at the 
power of God in this 
day as He hears and 
answers prayers! 
 I remember many 
who have gone before 
us—even where they 
sat in the sanctuary—
and I remember how 
they prayed for others 
and testified of God’s 
goodness and love. 

 
     Will YOU join us? 
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The Pure Love of Christ 
--- by Aaron Norman, Associate Pastor 

"Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the 
greatest of all, for all things must fail; but 

charity is the pure love of Christ, and it      
endureth for ever; and whoso is found      

possessed of it at the last day,                       
it shall be well with them." (Moroni 7:52) 

 
 The theme for the month of May is "Seek 
earnestly for charity, which is the pure love of 
Christ." As we endeavor to grow ever closer to 
God and to each other, charity is essential, 
both in the large picture of the church, and in 
our day-to-day lives. It is quite easy for us to 
say that we love those around us, especially 
our friends and family, but the pure love of 
Christ is more than just words. Do we have 
love for the person who cuts us off in traffic, 
who treats us poorly at work, or who bullies us 
at school? Does our love for others lead us to 
give of ourselves in order to serve them?  Does 
the love of Christ shine in our lives? 

 

 When we allow the love of Christ to fill our 
hearts, our spiritual eyes are opened and we 
begin to see those around us as he sees them. 
We begin to realize that the love of Christ is un-
conditional. He loves each and every one of us 
with a depth that is hard to comprehend. It is 
through the lens of this perfect love that we can 
truly begin to realize the vision of the Kingdom. 
It becomes a simple task to lay our desires 
aside and seek out those around us who are 
hurting, desperate and tired. To love with action 
and not just with words.  
 Let us continue to grow in love for one an-
other and to allow the love of Christ to shine 
into the world around us. This is how the vision 
of Zion becomes a reality.   
 

“A new commandment I give unto you.    
That ye love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another. By this 

shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another.”  

(John 13:34-35) 

OGRB Pastorate   
 Presiding Elder:   Don Norman 

 Associates:    Elder Mark Nunn 

   Elder Aaron Smith 

   Priest Aaron Norman 
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Adult Sunday School Class (9:15 to 10:15 a.m., except 1st Sunday) 

by Danny Hight, March class teacher 
 

In March, the adult class continued in Walter 
Weldon’s book Tell My People.  Zion was our fo-
cus and, indeed, our goal.   

The cause of Zion is the reason we exist 
as a church today.   
 The term “Zion” has many definitions.  Scrip-
ture identifies Zion as Jerusalem, Israel, New Je-
rusalem, Enoch’s City, Church of the Firstborn 
and, lastly, as a People.  Becoming the “People” 
Zion is what God has tasked us with.   
 Some time was spent discussing whether 
God brings Zion or we build it.  Isaiah 52 would 
indicate that God brings Zion as defined as 
Enoch’s City and the Church of the Firstborn.  
This is the “Zion from above.”  Some Calvinistic 
ideas have come into the Restoration, especially 
in recent times. The idea that God does it all and 
we are helpless to do anything might justify inac-
tion, but it’s simply not correct.  As the sons and 
daughters of Almighty God, we are highly prized 
in His eyes.  He wants us to come to Him of our 
own free will. 
     Our job is to become the people called “Zion” 
as described in Genesis 7:23, “…And the Lord 
called his people, Zion, because they were of 
one heart and of one mind, and dwelt in right-
eousness; and there were no poor among them.” 
This is the Zion from beneath.  The combination 
of Zion from above and the Zion from beneath is 
the “Song of Zion” as written in D&C 83:17. 
 We talked about discouragement as a hin-
drance to Zion-building (the current world situa-
tion, secret combinations, Covid-19 etc., etc.).              
     The class expressed the need to be uplifted 
by receiving spiritual nourishment at church.    
     Sometimes, as priesthood, we misuse the 
shepherd’s crook.  One said, “It seems I can 
never do enough….”  As good shepherds, we are 
to deeply love and show our love by our deeds.   
 Apostle Charles Hield said that Zion is spiri-
tual, but it’s also temporal.  Our Zionic expression 
to the world ultimately becomes bricks and mor-
tar.  Zion from beneath is the Ebenezer we are to 
raise.   
 

Lyle Smith, April class teacher 
 

 In April, we studied Chapter 8, “Tell My People My 
Coming is Near, Be Ye Ready.”  (Watch for the next 
issue of Zion’s Path for a summary of this class.) 
  

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------     
 

“A Thousand Years” - Blue Hymnal #154 
  

Lift up your heads, ye heirs of glory,  
Cast aside your doubts and fears;  
He who called you to His kingdom,  
Soon will reign a thousand years.  

  
What if the hour of pain and sorrow 
Bring to your eyes most bitter tears? 

God will wipe tears from all faces,  
In that day of thousand years.  

  
Signs of which there’s no mistaking,  

Tell that the day of glory nears,  
Satan bound shall cease his conflict  

With saints thro’out a thousand years.  
  

 The budding fig tree tells that summer  
With its rip’ning harvest nears,  

So the times as plainly teach us  
The day’s at hand, a thousand years.  

  
 Come, Jesus, come and reign victorious;  

Come with prophets, martyrs, seers;  
Come and take us home to Zion;  

Come and reign a thousand years.  
 

REFRAIN: 
A thousand years, children of Zion,  

Glorious day so long foretold;  
“Tis the morn of Zion’s glory,  
Sung by saints in days of old.  

 
 

UPCOMING CLASSES 
May:  “We Must Sanctify Our Lives” 
  Teacher:  Elder Charlie Booth 
 

June: “We Must Keep the Lord’s Day Holy” 
  Teacher:  Priest Aaron Norman 
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 The building committee has been working diligently to ensure our church home is in good 
working order and prepared to meet the needs of our congregation and guests!   
 As you may be aware, our new basement bathroom project has leaped into action!  The 
concrete dust has settled and the splinters of wood-framed walls have nearly all been plucked 
out.  The plumbers have precisely picked pipes to get the water lines ready.  Your willingness to 
increase building fund donations is evident!  As our branch treasurer, I anticipate that we’ll be 
able to complete this project without additional transfers from our general fund balance.   
 We had a workday on March 27th with approximately 30-40 men, women, and children 
working eagerly on several projects!  The playground and swing set areas were filled with 70 
cubic yards (that’s 7 full trucks) of mulch....wow!  The basketball/volleyball court was washed; 
lines painted for basketball/volleyball/4square; and 
equipped with some glow-in-the-dark basketball 
nets!  Small areas of the building were painted and 
metal trim repaired from recent storms.  The base-
ment bathroom addition was framed with wood 
studs.  For late nights, long weekends, sore backs, 
delicious sloppy joe sandwich lunch, brownies, burri-
tos, no-bake cookies, and generous donations....it is 
a delight to be in service! A special thanks to MANY 
. . . you know who you are! 
 

See the insert for many  
pictures from the Workday! 

 
 Please feel welcome to share any questions, 
comments, or suggestions with any member of the 
committee (Jeremy Lidberg, Dennis Heater, Nancy 
Green, Sarah English, Mick Ballantyne, and James 
Bullard).  Starting in May, our monthly meetings will 
be tentatively scheduled for the 3rd Monday night at 
6:00pm and anyone is welcome to join us in prayer, 
planning, discussion, yummy snacks, and an overall 
enjoyable time together! 

Building Committee Report--- by James Bullard 

  

 

NEW MULCH AT PLAYGROUNDS 

                                                                                                 

CMRB  
REUNION! 

June 5 - 12 
at Odessa Hills  

Campground 

Women’s Study 
Class 

Every Tues. 10:00am 
 

www.EldersConference.org 
(click on “Women’s Ministry” for 

Livestream and Handouts) 
 

May:  Pat Chadwick & Susan Freeze 
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     We had two good Women's Meetings (always 
held each month at 6:30 p.m. on the first Thursday):  
     Our March event was a Pizza and Movie Night 
and Devotional Time. The movie we watched was 
One Night with the King (Queen Esther). After the 
movie, Charlotte Anderson led our Devotional Time 
with the topic “Great is Thy Faithfulness.”  

     In April the Women's Department had a Spa-
ghetti Night and played a game called “OGRB Clue” 
with lots of laughs; we had such a wonderful time in 
fellowship with one another. 
 Below are pics from the OGRB Clue game. 
  

Women’s Department News --- by Elizabeth Pitts 

It's Springtime Again!  Greetings from the Women's Department here at OGRB! 

Mark Your Calendar:  
Women’s Meeting 

First Thursday Each 
Month  

 

Thursday, May 6, 2021, Tex-Mex 
Dinner followed by a Devotional 

Time and “Card Ministry” 

 Game pieces not shown: Charity B. Kinde and Faith Fuller 
 Tools: Faith, Hope & Love; Praise & Thanks; Fasting; Holy Ghost; Word of God; Prayer 
 Trials:  Judgmental; Discouraged; Gossip; Unbelief; Slothful; Jealousy; Anger; Financial; Pride  

Women’s One Day Retreat --- by Susan Booth 

     An annual Oak Grove Women’s One-Day Re-
treat was held at the church on Saturday, March 20, 
2021.  We welcomed women from several other 
branches as well.  Everyone received a goody bag 
that included colored pencils and a coloring book 
with space for notes.   
 Oak Grove’s Carianne Lidberg was our 
speaker. She shared about her family and how she 
learned to trust in God more fully.  We were chal-
lenged to think of our individual trials and realize 
that Christ has done something for us that we could 
not do for ourselves. We can believe in God’s heal-

ing as we realize there is also much for us to do!  
 Carianne shared her Foundation Scriptures, 
Music and Sermon Influences, a Book, a Movie, a 
Song, Friends and Family that helped along the 
way.  The Lord said, “Try these hard things and I 
will heal.” Great is Thy Faithfulness! Don’t just be-
lieve about God, BELIEVE IN GOD! Trust what He 
said He will do!  Don’t resist His work within us.  
Recognize His blessings!   
 After class, we enjoyed a tasty brunch!  Then, 
Elder Mike Lidberg led us in a prayer service to 
wrap up the spirit-filled day.   
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Are you Joining us for 
potlucks each month? 

Like the young man pictured at right,  
you could be thoroughly enjoying  
all the wonderful food prepared  

and shared by our church family! 

  

 We had a fun-filled ice cream sundae social. It was nice to see the fellowship and smiles on 
everyone’s faces. The top topping was whipped cream! We had a few homemade options that 
were yummy and healthy--thank you to the Holmes! We were surprised with cake for Mick and 
Becky Ballantyne’s anniversary. Overall everyone seemed to enjoy themselves! I cannot wait to 
see what we will top off the next fun and fellowship activity with!   

Fun and Fellowship--- by Tonia Gonzales 
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May 2 CMRB All Branch Gathering at Odessa
 Restoration Branch 6:00pm 
 

May 4 Women’s Virtual Class at OGRB 10:00am 
 

May 6 Women’s Tex-Mex Dinner, Devotions and  
 Card Ministry 
 

May 9 Elders’ Class 7:30-8:45am 
 Potluck Lunch 
 

May 11 Women’s Virtual Class at OGRB 10:00am 
 

May 16 Spiritual Stewardship Group #2/3 to Butler 
 Aaronic Priesthood Class 5:00pm 
 

May 18 Women’s Virtual Class at OGRB 10:00am 
 

May 23 Elders’ Class 7:30-8:45am 
 

May 21-23 Aaronic Priesthood Retreat at  
  Missionary Branch 
 

May 23-29 Older Youth Camp at Odessa Hills 

 
 

May 25 Women’s Virtual Class at OGRB 10:00am 
 

May 23 Elders’ Class 7:30-8:45am 
 Potluck Lunch 
  

May 30 Aaronic Priesthood Class 5:00pm 
 

June 5-12 CMRB Reunion at Odessa Hills 
 

June 13 Elders’ Class 7:30-8:45am 
 Potluck Lunch 
 Aaronic Priesthood Class 5:00pm 
 

June 13-19 Senior High Camp at Odessa Hills 
 

June 20 Father’s Day 
 Spiritual Stewardship Group #4 to Butler  
  

June 20-26 Junior High Camp at Odessa Hills 
 

June 27-July 1 Junior Camp at Odessa Hills 
 

June 27 Elders’ Class 7:30-8:45am 
 

Upcoming Events 

     The OGRB pastorate met recently to discuss the Spiritual Stewardship Groups. The groups, initially 
started back in 1995, have been part of the congregation’s fabric for as long as we've been in the new 
church building.  
 The discussion centered around the potential to move the groups back to the original guidance given 
by the Elders at the time of the original implementation. Those changes would mean that not everyone 
would be assigned a group, only those who want to be part of one. Also, the groups would no longer meet 
during normally scheduled worship times. Both of these things had changed over the years.  
 After discussing this with the priesthood, the congregation and within the pastorate, the determination 
has been made to move back to the original guidance that was given.  
 A new sign-up sheet will be available in the foyer in the coming weeks and also an email will be sent 
out with a link for those who would like to sign up electronically. Once those who want to participate have 
signed up again, Elders will be assigned and participants organized into smaller groups. They will meet 
and decide when and how often they'd like to get together. 
 We encourage all of the congregation to get a copy of the message given through High Priest Leonard 
Smith and to read the promises and direction given to the Saints at Oak Grove. If you need a copy, 
please see a member of the pastorate. We will have copies available by the sign-up sheet.  
  
 Following is an excerpt from Leonard’s message: 
   

  3.  The purpose is to increase our understanding of HOW TO LOVE THE LORD and OUR NEIGHBOR 
                   with all our heart, might, mind and strength. 
   a. We individually are promised the Holy Ghost and peace as we try to love the Lord and our  neighbor. 
   b. But by working at this in small family groups, under the direction and guidance of the Holy Ghost,  
   we will have a stronger mantle of peace and the Holy Ghost than we can attain individually. 
   c. It is a peace that will bring protection in the midst of a troubled world. 
   d. We need to learn to take this mantle of peace and the Holy Ghost and learn to trust in it-- 
   it will guide us into all truth.  

Spiritual Stewardship Groups--- by Aaron Smith 
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  Sacrament 
Service 

1st Sunday of 
each month 

 

  8:00 am Priesthood 
Prayer Service 

Sunday Morning 
Early Worship 9:00 am 

9:00 am Time of 
Quiet Meditation 

  
10:15 am  

Song Service 

Sunday Morning  
Worship Service 10:30 am 

10:30 am 
Sacrament Service 

Sunday Evening  
Worship Service 6:30 pm 6:30 pm 

Church School 9:15 am 
9:15 am 

Prayer Service 

Wednesday Evening Prayer 
and Testimony Service 7:00 pm  

Worship        
Schedule 

Church Phone: (816) 690-6996 
 

 Watch most of our services by going to      
our church website! (Click on “Video”) 

THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE  
ON OUR CHURCH WEBSITE. 

 

 Tell your friends and family! 

“I was glad when they said unto me,  
Let us go into the house of the Lord.”   

(Psalm 122:1) 

Church of Jesus Christ 
Oak Grove Restoration Branch 


