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“… and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths …” Isaiah 2:3

WE’RE COMING UP HIGHER!
The OGRB priesthood have been
admonished by the Pastorate to have
dedicated prayer for the flock.
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“And behold, when I see many of my brethren
truly penitent, and coming to the Lord their God,
then is my soul filled with joy; then do I remember what the Lord has done for me; yea even
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that he hath heard my prayer; yea, then
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do I remember his merciful arm which
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he extended towards me. . .”
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(Alma 15:62)
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RECEIVE GIFTS & PROMISES
ANTICIPATE HIS LEADINGS
FOCUS ON HIS WORD & SPIRIT
FEED ON EVERLASTING FOOD
GATHER TOGETHER OFTEN
GREAT WORK TO BE DONE
ENDOWMENT!
On Wednesday October 20, the elder presiding over our prayer service called
on the people to pray and lift up our Aaronic priesthood (deacons, priests and
teachers), as well as our Melchisedek priesthood (elders, high priests and patriarchs). Also, two good brothers—a priest and an elder—gave moving prayers,
and one of our patriarchs prayed mightily for our branch and our people.
On Sunday, October 24, we were encouraged to attend all three of our main
services regularly (Sunday morning, Sunday evening, and Wednesday evening)
—whenever possible—even riding together if that’s what it takes!
During prayer service on Wednesday, October 13, a good sister proclaimed
that after reading The Creston Experience that was given to her by another dear
sister in our branch—she just knew that our branch could
benefit from this type of experience.
Quote from pg. 48 of the book: “I want to encourage all the
Saints that you can also have a “Creston Experience” individually
and in your branches. If you humbly ask the Lord, He will show you
the changes you need to make in your lives. Are you willing to
study, to fast, to pray, to file your tithing statements and pay your
tithing, and to try to keep the Word of Wisdom?
“We need experiences such as this as we prepare to assist in
the building of Zion. Will you join me in this exciting endeavor to
truly become His people?” - Cheryl (Long) Phipps
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Living in Righteousness
--- by Mark Nunn

As Christians we are called to walk in righteousness as we labor for the cause of Zion. If
we are to succeed in our labor Paul tells us,
“Be not conformed to this world; but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind.” (Romans 12:2)
Our faith is meant to be an intensely personal relationship with Jesus Christ. The new
life that Christ plants in us should result in a
new way of living so we can grow in a steadfast
faith in multiple ways:
 in the love of God, yourself, and your
neighbor
 in wisdom leading to righteous living
 and ultimately in witness to be a light to the
world, “. . . that ye may prove what that
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of
God is.” (Romans 12:2)

We don’t have to prove the acceptable and
perfect will of God to ourselves. That would be
a distraction—focusing on ourselves instead of
God. We need to prove it to the people in our
life who see, hear and know us; not so they will
know how good we are, but because we are
called to be a light to the world. Our lives
should be such that they lead others to the
same transformative experience in Christ—
“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the
sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye
shine as lights in the world.” (Philippians 2:15)
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“Commit thy way unto the Lord;
trust also in him; and he shall
bring it to pass. And he shall
bring forth thy righteousness as
the light, and thy judgment
as the noon day.”
Psalm 37:5-6

We are called to walk in righteousness so
we can be better prepared when Christ comes.
Therefore, we must strive to get rid of sins that
spiritually weigh us down. We all have little
things we do that we may not necessarily consider sins, but they keep us from being the persons God has called us to be. Sin is anything
that separates us from God and keeps us from
being whom he has called us to be.
When Jesus prayed shortly before He was
crucified, he said, “And now, O Father, glorify
thou me with thine own self with the glory which
I had with thee before the world was.” (John
17:5) He was asking God, as should we, to
“Impart the fullness of Your Spirit into my being.”
Paul Gage summed this up nicely when he
recently wrote “It is the glowing Spirit of Jesus
Christ living in us constantly that witnesses the
worth of the gospel.”

Zion’s Path

OGRB Pastorate
Presiding Elder: Don Norman
Associates:

Elder Mark Nunn
Elder Aaron Smith
Elder Aaron Norman

Priesthood Ordinations at OGRB
On Sunday, September 26, 2021, four ordinations took place during the morning worship service.
Each of the callings had been approved by a branch vote on September 12.

Dennis Heater was ordained to the
office of Elder by Patriarch Mike
Ballantyne and Elder Aaron Smith.

Aaron Norman was ordained to
the office of Elder by Elders
Jim Cawley and Don Norman.
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Jeremy Lidberg was ordained to the office
of Elder by Elders Mike Lidberg and
John Martinko.

Colton Hill was ordained to
the office of Deacon by Elders
Bill Jones and Craig Hill.
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End Times . . . Are You Ready?
We do live in prodigious times! We are
watching as our society is falling apart. Our
government is changing rapidly, and our constitutional rights are being challenged. Our health
is being controlled as well. Our daily life has
changed, and our faith is being tested.
The question is: Are you and your family
ready for the return of Jesus? You know in your
heart that the scriptures are being fulfilled before your very eyes. You feel this down to the
bottom of your very soul.

Are you spiritually and physically prepared?
Our scriptures are speaking loudly of His return. He has been warning us for thousands of
years and we now recognize that the sins of
the world are being shouted from the rooftops
(on TV, the internet, computers, satellites, cell
phones, etc.). We look at our world leaders,
governments and other people who are controlling our daily lives, taking our constitutional
rights away—now “forcing” us under their control.
We have been told by God to “Be Prepared.”
Spiritually, I think most of us are very aware,
but are you physically prepared? You and your
family will need that preparation as well. Many
of us are not ready. We couldn’t likely survive
more than a week without electricity, water, gas
or a car, so how could you help your family or
others?
Know that you don’t have to do this alone!
Look for friends, family, neighbors and other
groups to “join” together. If possible, find a
place to start a “Storeroom,” creating a collection point. It should be a place that you all can
gather, with access to a fresh water supply.
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--- by Synthia DeBarthe

Think like this: Consider yourself camping
out “in the wilds” and all that involves. Decide
what your family needs. Go through your
house and see what you have on hand, such
as food, medicine, clothes (all sizes), outdoor
cooking utensils, firewood and/or cook stove,
grade level school supplies, baby supplies, garden seeds and canning jars.
Look at your daily life and see what you lack.
This is a continuing process; add to this whenever you can. Take each room and make a list
and keep it.
Then you will be going back to pioneer survival times. If you are blessed to have medical
personnel, construction workers, farmers, or
other survival experts with you, that’s a huge
bonus; look for these people to join you.
If you have not begun to gather survival
items, then consider what you need. Start now!
Garage/estate sales are great places to acquire
many of the needed items. Buy books on how
to make, grow or use all kinds of things. Make
a list of all the tools, building materials, and
other items you’ll need.

CONSIDERATIONS


Zion’s Path

Food for at least a year: All kinds of canned
goods; garden seeds, plus the equipment to
“can” or preserve your produce; some type
of root cellar to help with fresh food during
the winter; a collection of everyday items
you use daily, weekly or monthly. Every
time you pick up some needed item, buy or
get extra!
(continued on page 5)
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End Times . . . Are You Ready?
(. . . continued from page 4)


Medical supplies for everyday accidents
and emergencies: These will need to last for
several years . Go through the store isles
picking up three or four of everything. You
will need to grow your own essential herbs
to make your own medicines. Do you have
some sort of greenhouse? You’ll need to
heat it through the winter as well. Start your
garden plants in it. (Collect all the indoor/
outdoor tools needed.)







--- by Synthia DeBarthe

for families to stay warm; an available wood
supply; fire starters are essential.
Needed animals: chickens, ducks, goats,
pigs, cows, horses, along with basic implements, such as plows; other tools as
needed.
Separate cooking kitchen: This “summer
kitchen” will need a wood burning cookstove, so having it separate helps keep the
heat away from your living space in the
summer, and provides warmth in the winter.
It can also be a gathering space for the
group when needed.
School: Probably half-days will work at this
point. Children will need to continue to
learn. Cover preschool through 8th grade.
After that they will likely be needed to work
on the property.

Clean out your garage and other storage
spaces! Sort and organize everything. Consider the worth of all items and add to them as
needed.


Simple/Easy Housing: Determine if housing
can be made available; heat source—wood
burning stoves for winter must be available

Above all, remain humble, praising the
Lord, giving thanks always. Share what you
have with all who are in need!

Women’s Kickoff Brunch Oct. 16

--- by Susan Booth

A wonderful “brunch-aroma” from the kitchen greeted us as 16 women joined together for fellowship and worship. We gathered into the sanctuary for a hymn sing led by Jessica Holmes.
Lisa Postlethwait, women’s leader, welcomed us and offered prayer and a scripture of promise
(Doctrine and Covenants 6:16a): “Therefore fear not, little flock, do good, let earth and hell combine against you, for if ye are built upon my Rock, they cannot prevail.” Lisa shared her ideas for
the coming year: 1) increase study time—inspired by Book Clubs in the summer, 2) focus on
Word of Wisdom—promoted by The Creston Experience; 3) try “gentle” vs. pressured learning.
Milee Gage taught a class titled, “The Journey from Brokenness to Becoming Godly Women of
Influence!” Three steps were outlined: 1) MIND—Knowledge and Understanding; 2) HEART —
Willingness and Desires; and 3) ACTION and SERVICE (Milee’s Handout and Class Audio Recording may be picked up at the church.) Chris Allen and her team provided a delicious brunch
followed by a craft by Julie Anderson and Amy Jo Gillam—glass etching of name, initials or symbol on a lid or plate or casserole dish.
Ladies, join us as we look forward to another great year of fellowship, worship and learning!
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Adult Sunday School Class
September 2021 “God’s Word Must Live in Us”
Class - Taught by Elder Aaron Smith

(9:15 to 10:15 a.m., except 1st Sunday)
“The Bridegroom Cometh for the Ten Virgins”
October 2021 Class-Taught by Elder Danny Hight
(Priest Jared Mulheron subbed on October 24th)

My Word Must Become Flesh

We are Now in That Time Period

The Word (Christ) became flesh in the meridian of time. This was planned from the very
beginning. In Genesis chapter 3 we read that
Christ answered the call to save mankind by His
sacrifice and maintain man’s agency–that which
Satan wanted to strip away. He also maintained
His Father’s glory. This central theme is critical
to understand the motives of God and also why
Jesus came in the flesh-–revealing God to us.
Much has been said in society about the virgin birth. But we must have no doubt. If Christ
came into this world by the will of the flesh, then
sin would have passed on to Him, like it does
every son of man. Since it was God’s will that
brought Him into the world, He stands in stark
contrast—sinless and pure. His sacrifice would
have meant little and the atonement invalid IF
he had sinned as a man. A perfect man (Adam)
sinned in the garden. Thus, only a perfect man
could offer the sacrifice to redeem all mankind
from their lost and fallen state.
All men are broken. Either we must understand this about ourselves in this life or we will
understand it on the other side. To realize that
brokenness is just a step in the process to return to God is necessary or we can remain in
our pity, our sin or our anguish over that situation. Thankfully, God redeems us from our broken states and endows us with charity to shine
forth in the world. We must no longer look at
broken in negative terms. We must realize that
this is a marvelous opportunity for God’s light to
shine into our lives and ‘fill in the gaps’ and create strength where weakness prevailed.
God becoming flesh. . . It not only happened
in our world in the fact of the incarnation. It also
can and does happen every time a sinner becomes a Saint. God’s will is done on earth as it
is in heaven. His word becomes real in our lives
and transforms us from the people we used to
be to His new creation.
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says Walter Weldon, in his book, “Tell My People”

Oct 10 and 17: The adult class focused on the
parable of the ten virgins (bridesmaids). Discussion included the many times Jesus likened
His return to a marriage. Jewish marriage customs during Jesus’ time were explored. Beyond
the unanimous understanding that Jesus is the
groom, we had good interaction discussing who
the bridesmaids and guests represent.
Oct 24: Jared Mulheron focused on Matthew 24
-26 to find what the question of the day was in
order to prompt Parables from Jesus—How may
we be prepared to enter the Kingdom?—first the
Parable of the Fig Tree (24), then the Parable of
the Five Wise and Five Foolish Virgins (25), followed by the Parable of the Talents (26). Possibilities discussed in class: The Church (Bride) is
those who reflect Jesus and live out Jesus’ established teachings; The Oil is the Light and
Spirit of God and each of us must have our own
Testimony—we must NOT wait to know Jesus—
or our lamp will not be full when the Father is
ready and the Bridegroom (Jesus) is coming—
we will be in utter darkness if He says we knew
Him not. The root reason then for this Parable
is to be ready with Oil so we may enter into the
Kingdom and witness—as if we are Bridesmaids—the marriage of Jesus and His Church.
Oct 31: Various understandings were expressed
as we explored scriptural context. I appreciated the expression of varied understandings in
the context of Christian fraternity.

UPCOMING ADULT CLASSES
Nov: “Foretold Calamities are Coming [Are Here?]
to Cleanse the People and the Land of Zion”
Taught by Elder Bill Jones
Dec:

Zion’s Path

“The Priesthood Must be Clean to Bear the
Vessels of the Lord”
Taught by Elder Vim Horn
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Flashback Photo

—

OGRB Women on Kirtland Trip September 2003

Upcoming Events
Nov 2

Women’s Livestream Class 10:00am

Nov 16

Women’s Class (pre-recorded) 10:00am

Nov 6

Zion’s League/Zioneers Church Cleaning
And Game Night 4:30pm-8:00pm

Nov 21

Nov 7

Adult Choir Practice 5:00pm
Aaronic Priesthood class 5:00pm

Adult Choir Practice 5:00pm
Aaronic Priesthood class 5:00pm
Priesthood Meeting after evening service

Nov 28

Nov 9

Women’s Class (pre-recorded) 10:00am

Elders’ Class 7:30am
Adult Choir Practice 5:00pm

Nov 11

Women’s Meeting ”Book Club” discussing
the book Beatrice Witherspoon
Dinner 6:30pm, Meeting 7:00pm

Nov 30

Women’s Livestream Class 10:00am

Dec 5

Adult Choir Practice 5:00pm
Aaronic Priesthood class 5:00pm

Dec 12

Elders’ Class 7:30am
Adult Choir Practice 5:00pm

Nov 13
6:00pm at
the church
Nov 12-14 Older Youth Retreat at Odessa Hills
Nov 14

Elders’ Class 7:30am
Adult Choir Practice 5:00pm

Volume 17, Issue 6

Dec 19
Adult Choir
Christmas Program
10:30am
Dec 19

Aaronic Priesthood class 5:00pm
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website: www.ogrb.org

Church of Jesus Christ
Oak Grove Restoration Branch

THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE
ON OUR CHURCH WEBSITE.
Tell your friends and family!

Sacrament
Service

Worship
Schedule

1st Sunday of
each month
8:00 am Priesthood
Prayer Service

Sunday Morning
Early Worship

9:00 am

9:00 am Time of
Quiet Meditation

Church School

9:15 am

9:15 am
Prayer Service
10:15 am
Song Service

“I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lord.”
(Psalm 122:1)

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

10:30 am

10:30 am
Sacrament Service

Sunday Evening
Worship Service

6:30 pm

6:30 pm

Wednesday Evening Prayer
and Testimony Service

7:00 pm

Watch most of our services by going to
our church website! (Click on “Video”)
Church Phone: (816) 690-6996

Memorable Quotes from Recent Sermons at OGRB
The past is the past, and now is the time for us
to uphold the light of Christ. (Priest Brian
Holmes)
Love for God and others comes from the
steady devotion of a lifetime serving God, because He first loved us. (Elder Mark Griffin)
The service you have to offer is service that
God needs. (Elder Don Norman)
The Lord doesn’t always use those who are
qualified, but rather those who are willing.
(Elder Aaron Norman)
Our strength is the ability, power and force
given to us by God, built upon our faith. (Elder
Mark Nunn)
Charity prevents a multitude of sins. (Priest
Jared Mulheron)
You can have a church with the proper form,
but it only has value and authority as it is given
life and power by the presence of Christ
through His Spirit. (Elder Bill Jones)
The peace of Christ is not in the absence of
difficulties, but in the presence of God. (Priest
Bill Green)
God wants to gather us to His side that we
might be together in order to prepare a place
for the return of Jesus Christ. (Elder Jared
Smith)
Satan only gives us promises for today, but no
true hope for tomorrow. (Elder Mark Griffin)
Accept the sacrifice of Christ as deeply personal—specifically for you—and feel the true
joy He promises. (Priest James Bullard)

We should all prepare to witness of the truth as
we are called to serve as missionaries and
counselors to our friends and neighbors in the
last days. (Elder Danny Jimerson)
Doubt isn’t exclusively a Christian problem; it’s
a human problem. And in some respects it is
completely necessary for us—before we
choose to follow Jesus—that we must doubt
what the world tells us and decide to choose
another way. (Elder Eric English)
Some of our strongest opposition does not
come from outside factors, but from within us
as we fail to obey the commandments and give
in to worldly temptations time and time again.
(Elder Charlie Booth)
I often lack the words to pray, but I never lack
the need to pray. (Priest Darryl Postlethwait)
When we made our covenant with Christ in the
waters of baptism, we became family—not just
a big church family, but an eternal true family.
(Priest Joshua Gonzales)

COLORING PAGE

Alma 21:41

Youth Page
Zioneers/Zion’s League
The Zioneers and Zion’s League had a fall party
at the home of league members Ben and Jacob Lidberg on Friday night, October 9, 2021. We played
several fall-inspired games, roasted hot dogs and
marshmallows, went on a hayride and ended the
evening with a worship by Elder Jeremy Lidberg.
New League officers were elected with the results as
follows:
President – Ben Lidberg
Vice President – Brice Mulheron
Chaplain – Hannah Holmes
Secretary – Heidi Lidberg
Treasurer – Jacob Lidberg
Event Coordinator – Lily Postlethwait

— by Valerie Lidberg

The League is currently sponsoring a canned
food drive thru November 14.
Each member
guessed the number of cans they thought would be
donated. The winner will be awarded the “Golden
League Trophy.”
Our next event is planned for November 6. We
will meet at the church at 4:30. We will be cleaning
the church and having a game night. We welcome
all youth in grades 6-12 to attend. Contact Mike or
Valerie Lidberg with questions.

Harvest Party at the English Home Oct. 23

Valerie Lidberg won the Chili Cookoff

