
  Our Vacation Church School theme this year 
was “Prepare for Victory in Christ.” Our daily 
themes mirrored our congregation’s monthly 
themes for the year, centering around the armor 
of God found in Ephesians Chapter 6, along with 
the mantle of charity and the garment of praise. 
  Our attendance topped out at 29 youth, along 
with parents and staff. The young people trav-
eled from class to class. They attended armor 
lesson class taught by Mark Nunn; scripture les-
son class taught by Synthia DeBarthe; craft les-
son class taught by Connie Smith; active lesson 
class taught by Debbie Norman; and music class 
taught by Jessica Holmes. 
  Snacks were served by Karen Story, Sheri 
Nunn, and Edie Cutshall, while Chris Allen took 
care of the shopping and baking for our week’s 
goodies. Our Vacation Church School pastor 
was Elder Charlie Booth.  Mick and Becky Bal-
lantyne and Crystal, Alicia, and Michael Lavigne 
assisted throughout the week, also. 
 One of the kids’ favorite lessons of the week 
was learning to use the sword of the Spirit, the 
Word of God to discern whether something is 
good or bad. Chris Allen baked cupcakes for us. 
Some of the cupcakes were filled with dirt in the 
middle. These “bad” cupcakes looked delicious 
from the outside. We could not tell by looking at 
them that anything was wrong with them. 
Then the students “drew their swords”—plastic 
knives with scripture verse references on them 
which represented the Word of God. After read-
ing the corresponding scripture verses out loud, 
the students cut into the cupcakes. Immediately 
the truth was revealed. The cupcakes which had 

looked so yummy on the outside were filled with 
disgusting stuff inside. We hope the young peo-
ple will remember that it is important not to judge 
things by how they look, but to use the Word of 
God to reveal what is truly good and what is not. 
Everyone got a good cupcake to eat after the 
lesson! 
 When Jessica Holmes did not feel well mid-
week, her daughters, Hannah and Miriam, com-
petently took charge of music class for the re-
maining two days. Jessica’s mother, Diane 
Ward, also helped. Michael Lavigne graciously 
offered his talents, and accompanied the songs 
on the guitar. 
 On Friday evening, the youth presented a 
program to share through songs, dramas, and 
readings of what they had learned throughout the 
week. Hannah Holmes directed the singing, as 
her mother was unable to attend.  
     Crafts made during 
the week were on dis-
play. The Friday, July 
22nd program was live-
streamed and can be 
found on the OGRB 
website. I would en-
courage you to watch it 
and enjoy the excellent 
ministry brought by our 
youth. 
  Our week was filled 
with learning, laughter, 
and love, and we were 
greatly blessed by the 
Lord’s Spirit.  
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“… and He will teach us of His ways, and                  
we will walk in His paths …”  Isaiah 2:3  
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 Brothers and sisters, we find ourselves once 
again at an exciting crossroads at the Church of 
Jesus Christ, Oak Grove Restoration Branch, 
with a new pastor and his counselors whom you 
have elected to be your shepherds. We are 
deeply humbled that you have put your trust in 
us and I am eternally grateful to the Lord for 
placing faithful counselors by my side. 
 Our desire is to open opportunities for spiri-
tual uplift to each one of you. I draw your atten-
tion to the message Paul wrote to the church at 
Colossus regarding his and Timothy’s ministry. 
This prayer will be foremost in the hearts and 
minds of your pastorate. 
 

Colossians 1:9-10, 28 “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not 
cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his 
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye might walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge 
of God; . . . that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” 
 

 Brother Israel A. Smith wrote of the family unit “. . . in its beginning and in its purposes, it was 
instituted by the heavenly Father. Ideally, it is a place where love abides.” We also believe that 
the family, with Christ as the head of the Spiritual Household, is where the greatest spiritual 
growth as Christians occurs. Therefore, we hope to greatly expand ministry to the family in your 
homes. Our primary request is that you open your homes to the priesthood for this purpose. 
 We encourage you in your preparation to come unto Christ to seek your personal testimony of 
His endless love, always remembering the promise to “seek and ye shall find.” By searching in 
daily prayer and study you can learn of His ways, which are the ways of our Father in heaven. 
Even more than this, you must continually practice those ways—to develop and strengthen His 

ways in your life—until your very life becomes 
a reliable and constant testimony of Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptisms at OGRB on June 12 

             Zion’s Path 

At the Crossroads . . . 
 --- by Mark Nunn, Presiding Elder 

OGRB Pastorate  
(Effective September 1, 2022)  
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 Associates:    Elder Mark Griffin 

   Elder Jeremy Lidberg 

   Priest James Bullard 

   Elder Charlie Booth 
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 The Women's Department hosted a Father-Son Breakfast & Roll-Off on Saturday, August 
13th, from 9:00am – noon. There were 27 in attendance, including fathers, sons, grandsons, 
grandfathers, uncles, and nephews, plus eight cooks/helpers. The event included a lot of good 
food, plus a Pinewood Derby Roll-Off (following the Boy Scout rules).  There was also a Hot 
Wheels Race for those who opted out of making a car.  
 It was a time to bond and have a good time together! 

Father-Son Breakfast & Roll-Off Event 
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Pictured above: 

Nate Lidberg, winner of 
Pinewood Derby Roll-Off 

Ben Lidberg, winner of 
Hot Wheels Race 
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 I recently read a book entitled Fearless, by 
Max Lucado. He states that “Fear can cause 
spiritual amnesia.” The story he uses from the 
scriptures is the story of Jesus calming the sea.  
 “And there arose a great storm of wind, and 
the waves beat over into the ship; and he was 
in the hinder part of the ship asleep on a pillow; 
and they awoke him, and said unto him, Mas-
ter, carest thou not that we perish?” (Mark 
4:30) 
 The point Lucado makes is that these men 
walked with Jesus. They had seen Him do 
miracles and yet their first response was not, 
“Would you please calm this storm?” It was, 
“Don’t you care about what is going on?” Fear 
corrodes our confidence in God’s goodness, 
writes Lucado. 
 Did you know in Jesus’ own words He tells 
us not to fear more often than He tells us to 
love our neighbor? He is obviously aware of 
man’s weakness.  
 So what are we to do when bad things 
come upon us? Joseph Smith taught that 
knowing the attributes of God did away with 
doubt and made one’s faith exceedingly strong.  
 Joseph said, “An acquaintance with these 
attributes in the Divine character is essentially 
necessary, in order that the faith of any rational 
being can center in Him for life and salva-
tion.” (Lectures on Faith 3:19) 
  God has revealed Himself to man, 
“…that through an acquaintance with 
His attributes they might be enabled to 
exercise faith in Him…Could men ex-
ercise faith in God without an ac-
quaintance with His attributes? …
They could not.” (Lectures on Faith 
Chapter 4, Questions 2 & 3) Joseph is 
saying it is hard to have faith if you 
don’t know Who you have faith in.  
 Max Lucado gives a word picture 
of this in his book. When he was sit-
ting in his doctor’s office for a heart 
condition, he was feeling fearful. Then 
he looked on the wall and saw all of 
the doctor’s diplomas and they 

brought him comfort. He related this to reading 
the scriptures and taking in the stories about 
God and His miracles. Nephi states it as feast-
ing on the Words of Christ. (2 Nephi 14:4) 
 Study the names of God. He is called the 
Prince of Peace, the Bread of Life, The Way 
and the Truth. From the Old Testament the 
God Who Sees, Jehovah Jira (which means 
God Will Provide), and there are many, many 
more. His names share His attributes.  
 When I was preparing for a recent class, I 
found this quote that is a good reminder for us 
as Christians: “We are all going to suffer 
through scary situations. We all have and we 
all will again. But we can suffer differently then 
the rest of the world suffers. We can cry and 
wrestle through the deep pains of life like peo-
ple who know that hope is up ahead.”  Afraid of 
All the Things, by Scarlet Hiltibidal.  
 We can be different. We can rise above be-
cause we know Who is in charge. Christ in His 
own words tells us that He has overcome. He 
can calm the storms in our hearts and give us 
peace that passes understanding in even the 
most difficult situations.  
 “These things I have spoken unto you, that 
in me ye might have peace. In the world ye 
shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 

The Freeze Point — by Susan Freeze 

    Zion’s Path 

NAMES OF  GOD 
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You’ll find the following on the “Videos” Page: 
 

 July 22:  Vacation Church School Program 
 

 July 23:  Louise Gregson— Celebration of 
Life (Aaron Smith presiding)  ALSO remem-
ber you may still purchase three volumes of 
Louise’s life story. (See Mick and Becky   
Ballantyne or Susan Booth.) 

 

 August 27:  Vernon Darling  
                        Memorial Service 
 

 Weekly Church School Adult Classes  
 

Also featured on the website: 
 

 Bill Jones’ Bulletin Inserts on monthly themes 
 Zion Flashcards on Women’s Dept. page 
 Stewardship and Accounting forms 
 Branch Policies and Bylaws 
 Digital issues of Zion’s Path and Zion’s Call 
 Other church resources and links to websites 

Women’s Department Kickoff for 2022-2023 

Check Out the OGRB Website!     www.OGRB.org 

 On Thursday night, August 11, 2022, dinner was served and we discussed our theme 
for the upcoming year: Fellowship and Friendship. Everyone could pick up a beaded cake 
tester— each one had a heart or the word LOVE dangling at the end—and use it to test a 
cake, stick it in a plant, or use it for decoration, etc. This serves to remind us to check (test) 
the condition of our hearts from time to time. Three-ring binders were distributed and each 
month there will be handouts to add to the binder. Paper flowers were written on and placed 
on the bulletin board, signifying caring, love and friendship. Women who were not able to 
make it to the meeting were invited to participate by taking a binder and handouts and to 
write on a flower for the bulletin board.  
       May our lives truly be intertwined in fellowship and friendship!  

If you missed Aaron Smith’s sermon at the Summer Series at 
Waldo Restoration Branch, you are encouraged to view it at: 

https://livestream.com/waldoavenue/events/10589596 

(Not all attendees are pictured here.) 

 

“Don’t assume the worst. Believe the best.” 
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 Over the weekend of July 8-10, our spiritual stewardship group met together for a camping trip 
at Longview Lake.  We enjoyed visiting, eating, playing a get-to-know-you game, swimming, a 
campfire, worship and lots of fun. 
 The kids had a great time burying Ben Lidberg in the sand on the beach, riding bikes, playing 
ball, and seeing who could stack the most cream in their Oreos.   
 It was a wonderful weekend enjoyed by all! 

Zion’s Path 

Spiritual Stewardship Group Activity — by Carianne Lidberg 
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Sep 3 Zioneers/Zion’s League (Grades 6-12)
 5:00pm Dinner and Activity Planning   
 

Sep 4 Priesthood Classes 4:45pm  
 

Sep 6 Women’s Study Class at OGRB 10:00am  
 

Sep 10-11 Restoration Women’s Council 
  Women’s Fall Retreat, Odessa Hills 
 

Sep 10 Wedding Shower for Addie Turner 
 1:00pm at OGRB  
 

Sep 11 Potluck Lunch 
 

Sep 13 Women’s Study Class at OGRB 10:00am  
 

Sep 17 Women’s Fall Picnic, Oak Grove  
 

Sep 18 Priesthood Classes 4:45pm 
 Priesthood Meeting after Evening Service 
 

Sep 20 Women’s Study Class at OGRB 10:00am  
 

Sep 24-25 Priesthood Assembly at Kirtkland, Ohio 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sep 27 Women’s Study Class at OGRB 10:00am  
 

Oct 2 Priesthood Classes 4:45pm 
 

Oct 4 Women’s Study Class at OGRB 10:00am  
 

Oct 7-9 Older Youth Retreat at Odessa Hills  
 

Oct 9 Potluck Lunch 
 

Oct 11 Women’s Study Class at OGRB 10:00am  
 

Oct 14-16   Junior High Retreat at Odessa Hills 
 

Oct 16 Priesthood Classes 4:45pm 
 Priesthood Meeting after Evening Service 
 

Oct 18 Women’s Study Class at OGRB 10:00am  
 

Oct 22-23  Junior Retreat at Odessa Hills  
 

Oct 25 Women’s Study Class at OGRB 10:00am  
 

Nov 11-13 Senior High Retreat at Odessa Hills  

Upcoming Events 

Women’s Study Classes at OGRB—Tuesdays at 10:00am 
 

Classes are available to everyone, everywhere, on our website: OGRB.org  (Video page) 
 

  Date       Teacher                                               Class Topic 

 Sep 6  Connie Smith  “Embrace the Truth, Hearken, Hear and Obey” 

 Sep 13  Susan Freeze  “Establishing, Yielding and Purifying Our Hearts” 

 Sep 20  Pat Chadwick  “Awake, Awake, Treasure Up the Words of God, That You Not Be Deceived” 

 Sep 27  Pat Chadwick  “Importance and Power of Prayer” 

 Oct 4  Pat Chadwick  “Importance of Giving Praise, Thanksgiving to God and Exercising Our Faith”  

 Oct 11  Pat Chadwick  “Intercessions and Unanswered Prayer” 

 Oct 18  Julie Anderson “Growing Firmer and Firmer in the Faith” 

 Oct 25  Judith Hawley  “Testimonies of Answered Prayer” 

 Nov 1  Pat Chadwick  “The Wheat and the Tares”  

 Nov 8  Pat Chadwick  “It is Nigh Even at the Door” 

 Nov 15  Pat Chadwick  “Choose This Day”  

   “Study to show thyself approved unto God. . .”  (2 Timothy 2:15) 

“. . . Seek learning even by study, and also by faith.”  (D&C 85:36a) 



Zion’s Path website:  www.ogrb.org 

  Sacrament 
Service 

1st Sunday of 
each month 

 

  8:00 am Priesthood 
Prayer Service 

Sunday Morning 
Early Worship 9:00 am 

9:00 am Time of 
Quiet Meditation 

  
10:15 am  

Song Service 

Sunday Morning  
Worship Service 10:30 am 

10:30 am 
Sacrament Service 

Sunday Evening  
Worship Service 6:30 pm 6:30 pm 

Church School 9:15 am 
9:15 am 

Prayer Service 

Wednesday Evening Prayer 
and Testimony Service 7:00 pm  

Worship        
Schedule 

Church Phone: (816) 690-6996 
 

 Watch most of our services by going to      
our church website! (Click on “Video”) 

THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE  
ON OUR CHURCH WEBSITE. 

 

 Tell your neighbors, friends and family! 

“I was glad when they said unto me,  
Let us go into the house of the Lord.”   

(Psalm 122:1) 

Church of Jesus Christ 
Oak Grove Restoration Branch 


