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“… and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths …”  Isaiah 2:3  

Will Zion come when we’re 
all on the same page? 



Page 2 Zion’s Path 

“What Seeds Have You Planted?” 
--- by Aaron Smith, Associate Pastor 

      The summer is nearly over and the harvest 
looms large on the horizon for all the farmers in 
the land. It will be a long process. There will be 
many late nights with field lights on their large 
combines, dusty and hot transfers from the 
combine to large trucks, then the grain will be 
transferred to bins to be stored or shipped. All 
the hard work will be offset by the great joy that 
is theirs, however. They have prepared the soil, 
tended to it, planted with care and continued to 
tend to those fields. As much as they’ve done, 
God has supplied all the meaningful pieces. He 
made the seed and the soil, the sun and the 
rain. Without any one of those things, there is 
no harvest. 
 We look forward to a great harvest of God’s 
elect in the future. There are two parts to the 
process, ours and God’s. Will He be slack in 
providing His portion? Will the Holy Spirit be 
lacking in its ability to convince others of the 
truth? Will God have prepared the soil in the 
lives of others so they’ll be ready to receive the 
word of God? Will He bless their faith with testi-
monies of His love? Will He give them every 
needful thing to bear fruit? The answer is most 
assuredly YES! 

 And so why stand we here idly by? What 
seeds have you planted? What weeds have 
you pulled in other’s lives? Have you protected 
the seeds by ensuring a hedge or fence of pro-
tection is around them? There are plenty of 
things we can do and not encroach on God’s 
portion of this work. And still, with all of it, God 
gives the increase (1 Cor. 3:6). 
 There will be great joy in the harvest (D&C 
16:3f-4a) even though there will be long hours 
and it can be dusty and tiring. Remember the 
story of Ruth and Boaz. They learned about 
each other, how each one acted and reacted in 
different situations through the harvest. It was 
at the end — the celebration — however, 
where Ruth and Boaz were joined as one. No 
longer was she gleaning in the fields; she be-
came co-owner of those fields with him! Will 
you join with God in the reaping so that you too 
can brings souls into His kingdom and then be-
come a part owner of this kingdom of heaven? 

OGRB Pastorate   
 Presiding Elder:   Don Norman 

 Associates:    Elder Mark Nunn 

   Elder Aaron Smith 

   Priest Aaron Norman 
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 I hadn’t been to a Father and Son Breakfast 
at Oak Grove since our son Nick passed away 
in 2013, but this year I had three nephews that 
asked if I would take them and I couldn’t turn 
them down.   
 

 The Women’s Department put it on for us 
men like they always do and the food was 
amazing like it always is.   
 

 Lisa Postlethwait came up with a fun activity 
for the guys that involved cars and competi-
tion—two things that most guys enjoy. We all 

picked a balloon and popped it and inside each 
one was a different Hot Wheel car.  Then we 
raced them down a little homemade track 
(picture Pine Wood Derby in your minds) in 
various heats until we had one final winner 
(Mick Ballantyne).   
 

 Lisa also shared some encouraging words 
with all of us to remind us of how needed Godly 
men are in our culture today.  Thanks to all the 
ladies for their volunteer efforts to make this 
event a big success for all who came! 

  

Father & Son Breakfast August 14 --- by Eric English 
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Mick Ballantyne had the fastest car  
and won a made-by-Noelle Postlethwait  

cinnamon roll prize! 
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 “Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; sing praises 
unto his name, for it is pleasant” (Psalm 135:3).  

 “Adam fell, that men might be; and men are, that they 
might have joy” (2 Nephi 1:115). 

 When I was asked to lead a women’s book club 
to discuss In the Shelter of the Little Brown Cottage 
by Estella Wight (originally published in 1922), I 
was excited for the opportunity, even though I had 
never read nor even heard of the book.   

 I began praying for the Lord’s help and guidance 
in how to lead and facilitate the discussion.  As the 
meeting drew closer, my prayer and the desire of 
my heart became for us to be able to have a revela-
tion in our lives of what God needs us to know in 
order to better do His work.  I prayed that He would 
help things come out in the discussion that would 
be spiritually helpful for the women of our branch.  I 
felt that my prayer was answered in a way that ex-
ceeded my hope! 

 The book was a very enjoyable read.  On the 
night we met for discussion, 12 ladies gathered to 
share thoughts about this book, eager to begin the 
adventure of what I hoped would be more than just 
a discussion of a good book on a Monday night! 

 In my preparation, I wrote some questions about 
the book and how it may lead our hearts and minds 
to consider a deep look into today’s Church and our 
actions and relationships.  I began our evening by 
telling the women that I hoped they were there to 
do more than talk about a book!  I desired that the 
book and discussion would cause us to think about 
these considerations:  

 •  share our testimonies more 

 • acknowledge what God is showing/leading/
asking us to do next 

 •  identify those in our lives right now with whom 
we should share the gospel message   

 In a sermon at Oak Grove Restoration Branch, 
Elder Jack Hagensen had encouraged us to ask, 
“Who today, Lord?”  That translates as, “Who can 
we share the gospel with today?” 

 As we examined the characters’ actions through-
out the story—which is one of conversion and 
transformation—we tried to consider how we could 
follow their example in our own lives.  We dis-
cussed behaviors that were described in the book 
and how the characters’ behavior could be modeled 

by us.  We recognized that we can refrain from par-
ticipating in things that we know are not honoring 
God, as one of the characters did.  We could be 
bold to take a stand for what we believe.  We can 
step out of our comfort zones to be peculiar as we 
interact with others.  By doing these things, we can 
let our actions speak to those around us. 

 As we considered what our current actions may 
say to those around us, and whether those actions 
speak words of charity—the pure love of Christ, we 
believe these things were revealed to us: 

 •  Many members are still hurting from past 
wounds in the Church (which cripples them in shar-
ing about their religion or being confident to invite 
others to our Church).  Longtime members need to 
quit looking back with sorrow and instead should 
rejoice and look forward with faith and hope.  They 
should seek to experience God’s pure love and al-
low Him to direct their lives in His Spirit! 

 •   We may not experience a full acknowledg-
ment of the joy we should have because of knowing 
Christ and the gospel.  If we are not living full of joy, 
how can we expect to overflow into those around 
us?  We must acknowledge every day how joyful it 
is to know the Lord!  How joyful it is to be able to 
share His love and His gospel with those around 
us—especially with those who are outside the 
household of faith! 

 •  Some members do not share about the 
Church because they are afraid of saying the 
“wrong thing” about the Church when sharing.  
They feel that they have to defend the Church and  

(. . . continued on page 5) 

Tell the Story with Joy! --- by April Smith 

Zion’s Path 

 



Volume 17, Issue 5 

(. . . continued from page 4) 

explain what we are NOT—that we are not Mor-
mons, not polygamists, etc.—instead of what we 
are and that we love Jesus Christ.  Those thoughts 
should always be first! 

  • Some members worry that they don’t know the 
right Scriptures or Church history to defend or ex-
plain the Church.  Study and the knowledge it 
brings are important.  However, we need to remem-
ber that when we share our love for Jesus and His 
Church, we can trust the Holy Spirit to do the work 
of conversion.  That is not our job. 

 •  As an adult convert to the Church, I was able 
to encourage and assure the others that there is 
something different in this Church!  I was baptized 
in 2015 at the age of 39, and I knew with certainty 
that God’s Spirit worked with me to guide me to the 
truth.  If He can do this for me, He can do this for 
others! 

 •  A woman who gathered to Missouri from an-
other state a few years ago said that her family 
came here expecting to be in the land of Zion, 
where everyone worshiped the Lord, got along well, 
loved one another, etc.  She and her family still find 
themselves asking, “Where is Zion?”  They had ex-
pected to find much more unity upon coming to the 
Center Place, instead of the amount of separation 
they see.   

 

 We can take action about this concern by choos-
ing to focus on positives and things we have in 
common with brothers and sisters in other branches 
and those outside our Church who are believers in 
Jesus Christ.   

  Our group felt that the Holy Spirit has led us to a 
call of action to be more joyful!  We decided to be-
gin by focusing on 30 days of joy.  Our next book 
club meeting (to talk about another book) will be in 
30 days, so we have determined to intentionally 
“choose joy” during that time.  When we meet next, 
we should be able to share successes and encour-
age each other.  We hope that by emphasizing this 
for 30 days, we can break some bad habits and 
change some thought patterns.  We believe we 
need to encourage one another by sharing positive 
uplifting testimonies instead of complaining.  Many 
of us need to change our focus and look for the 
beautiful.  We want to eagerly await prayer and tes-
timony services as opportunities to share the joy in 
our hearts!  We want our joy to overflow to the peo-
ple around us each and every day! 

 After three of the characters in the book were 
baptized, the author wrote:  “Life seemed to hold for 
them a new meaning, an increased value, added 
blessings and joys, and more of a responsibility.”  
Our hope is that all of us will be mindful of this gift 
and live this kind of life.  May we be full of joy as we 
carry out our responsibility of sharing the gospel 
each day! 

Tell the Story with Joy! --- by April Smith 
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Church Workday --- by Jeremy Lidberg 
 A workday was held on Saturday, August 7, 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm. Eighteen people came 
to help complete various projects around the 
church.  
 

 The basement was cleaned and a dump-
ster was filled with trash and unused materials. 
Habitat For Humanity came and collected    
materials that could be reused.  
 

 The basement bathroom walls were primed and some of the walls were painted. Outside, windows 
were caulked, and fascia boards were fixed. Benches around the playground were assembled and a    
storage box was put together for sports equipment.  
 

 A special thanks to James Bullard for providing doughnuts and to Chris Allen for preparing lunch. 
 

(See Workday pictures on the insert.) 
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Adult Sunday School Class (9:15 to 10:15 a.m., except 1st Sunday) 

UPCOMING ADULT CLASSES 
  Sept:  “God’s Word Must Live in Us” 
       Teacher:  Elder Aaron Smith 
 

  Oct:       “The Bridegroom Cometh for the Ten Virgins” 
       Teacher: Elder Danny Hight 

“Keep My Commandments”  —  July 2021 Class Taught by Elder Aaron Smith 
       

 Jesus told His disciples that if they loved Him, they would keep His commandments (John 14:15). As we 
found out in the adult Sunday school class, there are A LOT of commandments in the scriptures. The book-
let “Commandments in the Scriptures” lists quite a few by topic. Walter Weldon’s book lists 105 in chapter 9. 
No matter where you look in scripture, it appears God has a lot of ‘do this’ and ‘don’t do that’ instructions. 
What can this tell us of God? Is He the cosmic killjoy most feel like as they grow older? Or is He the loving 
Father, seeking to give counsel and command to improve our situation on earth and in the hereafter? 
 We all know that answer. God isn’t interested in destroying man’s joy or pleasure. In fact, the Book of 
Mormon tells us that “…and men are, that they might have joy” (2 N 1:115). God is more interested in us 
finding TRUE joy, not the temporary pleasure of the things of this world.  
 All down through history, we have written testimony of God’s interaction with others, like us, struggling to 
find our way. That testimony bears record of a God of love. It also bears record of a God of judgment. For 
where there is no judgment or the threat of punishment for sin, there is no true happiness (Alma 19:98). God 
has to give us ‘don’t do this’ and ‘do that’ in order to have the balance we need. Without the one, the other is 
meaningless. 
 We find ourselves looking at the record and knowing we can’t keep all the commandments. Without God 
it is impossible, Jesus told His disciples (Matthew 19:26). However, with Him by our side, the relationship is 
what matters and that relationship guides our daily decisions, assists us when we go astray and brings us 
ever closer to Him. If you try and remove sin by sin to keep the commandment your focus is on your sin. If 
you try and live FOR Christ by doing His will, the focus is on Him.  
 Commandments are given to expose our sin (Romans 3:20) and repentance is given to allow mercy 
(forgiveness of those sins) (Alma 19:104) full sway. Those that walk continually with Jesus have no need of 
repentance. Those that are walking away from Jesus need to turn (repent) and draw close to Him. Without 
these commands, we have no guide for our life, no signage on the highway pointing us in the right direction. 
We should thank our Heavenly Father for His commandments. They are given to us through His love so that 
we may escape His justice and the wrath upon all those who don’t repent. 
 

“Come Out of Babylon”  —  August 2021 Class Taught by Elder Charlie Booth 
 

 “Tell My People: Come Out of Babylon; Be Not Partakers of Her Ways” is an interesting chapter in 
brother Weldon’s book. We discussed the origins of the Tower of Babel in the ancient city of Babylon, as 
well as God’s reasons for destroying the Tower, scattering the people, and confusing their languages.   
 More than two centuries before the fall of Babylon, God inspired the prophet Isaiah to write, “And Baby-
lon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride, will be as when God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah. It will never be inhabited, nor will it be settled from generation to generation” (Isaiah 13:19-20).  
This prophecy would not be fulfilled until God had first sent His people, Judah, into national captivity by the 
hand of King Nebuchadnezzar II. The fall of Babylon came as the kingdom of Judah’s prophesied 70 years 
of national captivity was ending (Jeremiah 25:11-12). 
 We also discussed the need to choose to worship either God or mammon. In addition, we discussed 
D&C 108:3a-c and the important concepts therein. Our class considered the commandment to be “in the 
world but not of the world.”  
 There was also some discussion of 2 Nephi 6:56-61, including “when they are learned they think they 
are wise” as it relates to coming out of Babylon. 
 In the final week of class, I handed out a 
list of ten questions and urged each one to 
consider them in their own personal lives.  
These were questions designed to challenge 
us all to come up higher—to evaluate 
whether we’re heading toward Babylon or 
moving ever closer to our Heavenly Father. 
  

 

 



Page 7 Volume 17, Issue 5 

      New Piano --- by Rachel Horn, Music Director 
     For many years, our church has been blessed by the use of a piano 
which has provided ministry for services, programs and special events.  
 Recently, an opportunity arose to purchase a newer piano. 
Through the efforts of various members, the piano was acquired, and 
set in its location.  
 We are grateful to the Lord for the blessing of this beautiful piano 
and look forward to its use as an instrument of providing an avenue for 
the Spirit to reach the hearts and souls of the saints in worship and in 
praise.  
 

  

   

Sept 5 Aaronic Priesthood class 5:00pm 

Sept 7 Women’s Livestream Class 10:00am 
 

Sept 9 Women’s Dept. Dinner and Card Ministry 
 6:30pm 
 

Sept 11-12 Fall Women’s Retreat at Odessa 
  Hills Campground 
 

Sept 12 Elders’ Class 7:30am 
 Potluck Lunch 
 

Sept 14 Women’s Livestream Class 10:00am 
 

Sept 19 Aaronic Priesthood class 5:00pm 
 Priesthood Meeting after evening service 
 

Sept 21 Women’s Livestream Class 10:00am 
 

Sept 24-25 Fall Gathering of the Saints at Waldo 
 

Sept 26 Elders’ Class 7:30am 
 

Sept 28 Women’s Livestream Class 10:00am 
 

 
Oct 3 Aaronic Priesthood Class 5:00pm 
 

Oct 7 Women’s Meeting: “Book Club”  
 Discussion of Beatrice Witherspoon  
 Dinner at 6:30pm, Meeting at 7:00pm 
 

Oct 9-10 Junior Retreat at Odessa Hills 
 

Oct 10 Elders’ Class 7:30am 
 Potluck Lunch 
 

Oct 15-17  Junior High Retreat at Odessa Hills 
 

Oct 16 Women’s Fall Brunch/Kickoff Meeting 
 9:00am-noon at OGRB 
 

Oct 17 Aaronic Priesthood class 5:00pm 
 Priesthood Meeting after evening service 
 

Oct 22-24  Senior High Retreat at Odessa Hills 
 

Oct 24   Elders’ Class 7:30am 
 

Nov 12-14  Older Youth Retreat at Odessa Hills 

Upcoming Events 



Zion’s Path website:  www.ogrb.org 

  Sacrament 
Service 

1st Sunday of 
each month 

 

  8:00 am Priesthood 
Prayer Service 

Sunday Morning 
Early Worship 9:00 am 

9:00 am Time of 
Quiet Meditation 

  
10:15 am  

Song Service 

Sunday Morning  
Worship Service 10:30 am 

10:30 am 
Sacrament Service 

Sunday Evening  
Worship Service 6:30 pm 6:30 pm 

Church School 9:15 am 
9:15 am 

Prayer Service 

Wednesday Evening Prayer 
and Testimony Service 7:00 pm  

Worship        
Schedule 

Church Phone: (816) 690-6996 
 

 Watch most of our services by going to      
our church website! (Click on “Video”) 

THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE  
ON OUR CHURCH WEBSITE. 

 

 Tell your friends and family! 

“I was glad when they said unto me,  
Let us go into the house of the Lord.”   

(Psalm 122:1) 

Church of Jesus Christ 
Oak Grove Restoration Branch 


