A Year of Transformation and Preparation
Rejoice!
Make Yourself Ready...The Bridegroom is at the Door
Many times over the past year the
Spirit has rested upon our services here at
Oak Grove. Through a variety of speakers,
our need to be prepared for Christ’s Second
Coming and move up to a higher spiritual
level has been expressed. It is as if a call has
gone out from the heavens to warn us.
Because of this I developed the above theme
for the Women’s Department for the coming
year of 2014-2015.
The very first year I became your
women’s leader this concept, of becoming
prepared, was given to me as I accepted the
position. In an experience I related in the
2010-2011 Women’s Handbook, I was told
“There is No Time.” Now we have arrived full
circle to revisit this theme once again,
although in a little different way. I believe the
call to this theme of “Transformation and
Preparation” is because “There is No Time,”
No Time to Waste, No Time to Put Off, what
we are called to do. It is time, even past time,
for us individually and as a people to be
transformed and make ourselves ready.
To assist us in growing spiritually,
along with our yearly theme and our “Zion
Flash Cards,” each month we will provide for

you some weekly devotional thoughts for your
consideration.
It is our desire that the
devotional ideas and concepts we share will
not only challenge you individually, but will
help us all, as sisters in the faith together, to
come up to a higher spiritual level.
For the next few months we will work
our way through Revelation 19:7-9, and, two
songs: “Admonition,” and, “Let Us Pray for
One Another.” Although the hymns are not
scripture I do feel these are inspired works.
We will also use D&C 85:36-38 for
consideration. Hopefully we can all respond to
the call that is expressed in these. I hope you
will truly work at coming up to a higher level.
Time is short, My Sisters, may we joyfully
prepare for the coming of the Bridegroom.
Zion calls to us. The world suffers and
waits for us to develop the cause of Zion. We
must remember D&C 140:5c The work of
preparation and the perfection of my
Saints go forward slowly, and Zionic
conditions are no further away nor any
closer than the spiritual condition of my
people justifies. World conditions are
worsening. We must quickly build up God’s
Kingdom in this place.

Pat Chadwick, Women's Leader

October Week #1 Devotionals & Consideration

Revelation 19:7
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is
come, and His wife hath made herself ready.
Right now, this very week, ask
yourself: What do I need to change in
my life to make myself ready for the
Bridegroom?

Make a list of changes and
consider how to begin to make those
changes.

This coming year we are seeking
to become transformed, renewed and
changed into the image of Christ.

Start now this very week with at
least one change. Keep the list and
once a change is accomplished start on
the next one on the list.

Pray. Ask God to open your
mind to that which you need to change.

Don’t give up. Keep working on
your list all year!!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God is.
Alma 3:27 And now behold, I ask of you, my brethren of the church, Have ye spiritually been born
of God?
28 Have ye received His image in your countenances?
29 Have ye experienced this mighty change in your hearts?
30 Do ye exercise faith in the redemption of Him who created you?
31 Do you look forward with an eye of faith, and view this mortal body raised in immortality, and
this corruption raised in incorruption, to stand before God, to be judged according to the deeds
which have been done in the mortal body?
32 I say unto you, Can you imagine to yourselves that ye hear the voice of the Lord, saying unto
you, in that day, Come unto Me ye blessed, for behold, your works have been the works of
righteousness upon the face of the earth?
Also See: Mosiah 2:9-17, 3:9-21, 11:187-199, Alma 3:11-26, 12:176, D&C 1:3-5c, 43:5-7, 6:4b abd 6:15

October Week #2 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “Admonition”
Oh My people, saith the Spirit, hear the Word of God today; Be not slothful, but
obedient; Tis the world’s momentous day.
Let us examine ourselves and
consider if we are slothful in keeping
God’s commandments. Over and over
again we have been told,
“Keep my commandments, and
seek to bring forth and establish the cause
of Zion” D&C 6, 10, 11.
What can you do in your life to
become more obedient—that you might
be better prepared for the momentous
day which is ahead of us?

Study God’s commandments this
week. It is important that we know and
understand the commandments, for how
can we obey that which we do not
know? We are counseled to,
“Search these commandments, for
they are true and faithful, and the
prophecies and promises which are in
them shall all be fulfilled” D&C 1:7.

Ask God to open your mind to those
commandments you need to be more
faithful in obeying.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------D&C 5:4b and that you be firm in keeping the commandments wherewith I have commanded you,
and if you do this, behold, I grant unto you eternal life, even if you should be slain.
Mosiah 3:6 And we are willing to enter into a covenant with our God, to do His will, and to be
obedient to His commandments in all things that He shall command us, all the remainder of our
days, that we may not bring upon ourselves a never ending torment, as has been spoken by the
angel, that we may not drink out of the cup of the wrath of God.
D&C 34:6a Keep all the commandments and covenants by which ye are bound, and I will cause
the heavens to shake for your good, and Satan shall tremble, and Zion shall rejoice upon the
hills, and flourish; and Israel shall be saved in Mine own due time.
Also See: D&C 63:7b, 83:8b, 90:1a, 137:6b, 138:3d

October Week #3 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “Let Us Pray for One Another”
Let us pray for one another, for the day is fading fast, and the night is growing
stronger while the scourge goes flaming past; you can see it in the darkness,
closing round our narrow way, and the snares are growing thicker, for each other
let us pray.
Do you look around you and see
the night growing stronger in recent
events in the world?
In this hymn we find good
counsel for the last days and that is to
be praying for each other.
Alma gives us wonderful direction
on prayer, “Yea, humble yourselves, and

morning, mid-day, and evening; ...cry unto
the Lord, let your hearts be full, drawn out
in prayer unto him continually for your
welfare, and also for the welfare of those
who are around you” Alma 16:219.

Are you developing good prayer
habits so that you are praying daily for
those around you?
Ask

yourself

how

you

can

continue in prayer unto him; cry unto him
improve your prayer life and set a goal
when ye are in your fields; yea, over all
for the coming month.
your flocks; cry unto him in your houses,
yea, over all your household, both
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

D&C 28:1a Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Redeemer, the great I AM, Whose arm of
mercy hath atoned for your sins, who will gather His people even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings; even as many as will hearken to My voice, and humble themselves
before Me, and call upon Me in mighty prayer.
2 Nephi 15:4 For I pray continually for them by day, and mine eyes water my pillow by night,
because of them; and I cry unto my God in faith, and I know that He will hear my cry; and I know
that the Lord God will consecrate my prayers, for the gain of my people.
Also See: Alma 4:6, Alma 29:49, III Nephi 8:47-52, D&C 32:3e

October Week #4 Devotionals & Consideration

D&C 85:36-37
Therefore, verily I say unto you, My friends, Call your solemn assembly, as I have
commanded you; and as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another
words of wisdom; yea, seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; seek learning
even by study, and also by faith.
God calls us His friends and He gives
us counsel that we might be prepared to meet
Him one day face to face. He calls to us to
assemble together, to teach one another and to
seek wisdom out of His best books, even the
Scriptures. He calls us to learn of Him through
faith and study.
In the coming weeks can you seek Him
out in study? 2 Timothy 2:15: Study, to show
thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.
Can you think of ways to increase your
faith? Will you leave the cares of the world
behind you and come often to church to
assemble with those of like mind in worship and
in prayer and testimony?

to take on the rest of the week with new energy.
I am always blessed.
If I miss prayer meeting, instead of
being refreshed, I go through the rest of the
week feeling down and becoming even more
tired. I have noticed that I accomplish more the
weeks I attend prayer service, even though I
have taken that time out of my busy schedule.
God has counseled us to assemble
together for a good reason. And now, behold,
I give unto you a commandment, that when
ye are assembled together, ye shall instruct
and edify each other.... D&C 43:3a
Consider and think about ways to
accomplish what God is calling you to do in
D&C Section 85. Then, move out in faith to
accomplish those things!

I know for myself I am always very tired on
Wednesday night, but if I come to prayer
meeting I leave refreshed and uplifted and able
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------D&C 44:2a And it shall come to pass, that inasmuch as they are faithful, and exercise faith in Me,
I will pour out my Spirit upon them in the day that they assemble themselves together.
D&C 98:5a Behold, it is My will, that all they who call on My name, and worship Me according to
Mine everlasting gospel, should gather together and stand in holy places.
Also See: 4 Nephi 1:13, Moroni 6:6, D&C 17:11, D&C 6:15

Preparation Guide for November’s Devotionals

Ladies, not to be redundant,
but, remember, if we desire to be
transformed we need a plan to
assist us in that transformation. I
want to remind you that in recent
studies of people and habits, they
found that those individuals who
made a list and a plan to follow
and had a goal/reward in mind,
were much more likely to succeed
in changing and developing new
habits.
I believe that is why the
patriarchs included “a plan of
action” for us to follow.
Not that they knew about the
most recent study, but God
certainly knows what it takes for us
to be transformed.
Also please choose a
“Spiritual
Growth
Sister”,
someone you can share your list
and plan with, someone you can
share accountability with. If we do

this we will be much more likely to
succeed.
If you have been slow to
respond and make your list and
plan and consider your goal please
do so now. If you have not chosen
a Spiritual Growth Sister do so
before this month is over.
Ladies, with God’s help and
by helping each other, we can
achieve this wonderful goal. God is
calling to us to come up higher.
Think of the reward which is before
us.
D&C 34:6a Keep all the commandments
and covenants by which ye are bound,
and I will cause the heavens to shake for
your good, and Satan shall tremble, and
Zion shall rejoice upon the hills, and
flourish; and Israel shall be saved in
mine own due time....
6c Lift up your hearts and be glad; your
redemption draweth nigh.
6d Fear not, little flock, the kingdom is
yours until I come. Behold, I come
quickly. Even so, Amen.

Second thing listed in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
Do I have ought against any person?
“Wherefore I say unto you, that ye ought to forgive one another, for he that forgiveth not his brother his trespasses,
standeth condemned before the Lord, for there remaineth in him the greater sin. I the Lord will forgive whom I will
forgive, but of you it is required to forgive all men. And ye ought to say in your hearts, Let God judge between me
and thee, and reward thee according to thy deeds.” D&C 64:2d-e, Mosiah 11:140-141

Action: Make a written list of those persons that you have ought against or that
you know have ought against you. Go to them and make things right by forgiving
them and/or by seeking their forgiveness.

This Month I Plan to Make These Things Right: ________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
My Plan to Accomplish this Forgiveness:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #4
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: __________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

November Week #1 Devotionals and Consideration

Revelation 19:8-9
And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white;
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
Wow ladies, we must ask ourselves this
question “Are our garments clean and white?”
Can you imagine going to a wedding and seeing
the bride come down the aisle wearing a dirty
wedding dress. What would we think? She might
try to explain it away by saying, “Well, I had so
much to do that I just did not have time to shop.
I borrowed this dress from a friend. I know it’s a
little used and dirty, but, there again, you know
the time factor we all deal with. I did not look at
the dress until this morning and by then it was
too late. I had no time left to send it to the
cleaners.” I imagine that every one of us would
wonder why she did not give more time, thought
and preparation for her wedding. Even more
importantly, what would her groom think, as he
realized she did not care enough about him to
prepare herself properly for her wedding day?

our Bridegroom? Will we be caught unprepared,
wearing a dirty wedding dress? When are we
going to put on the fine linen of righteousness?
How can we start to do that? Repentance is a
good place to begin.
D&C 1:5f For I the Lord cannot look upon sin with
the least degree of allowance; nevertheless, he
that repents and does the commandments of the
Lord shall be forgiven;
Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

This very week ask God to help you see
the dirty spots—sin—in your life. Ask Him to
help you in removing sin from your life and to
change those things that are unpleasing to Him.
Let’s get those white wedding dresses on.

Are not we the same in many ways as
we put off getting ready for the return of Christ,
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Alma 3:39-72 I say unto you, Ye will know at that day, that ye can not be saved: for there can no
man be saved except his garments are washed white:
40 Yea, his garments must be purified until they are cleansed from all stain, through the blood of
him of whom it has been spoken by our fathers who should come to redeem his people from
their sins.
41 And now I ask of you, my brethren, How will any of you feel, if ye shall stand before the bar of
God, having your garments stained with blood, and all manner of filthiness?
42 Behold, what will these things testify against you?
43 Behold, will they not testify that ye are murderers, yea, and also that ye are guilty of all
manner of wickedness?
44 Behold, my brethren, do ye suppose that such an one can have a place to sit down in the
kingdom of God, with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob, and also all the holy prophets,
whose garments are cleansed, and are spotless, pure, and white? Read on to verse 72
Also See: D&C 108:2, 58:9c, 5:3g, 6:3-4, 17:6a, I Nephi 3:210-216, 7:64-70, II Nephi 12:72-100, and
Alma 16:228-237

November Week #2 Devotionals and Consideration

Hymn: “Admonition”
Unto Honor I have called you, Honor great as angels know, heed ye then, a
father’s counsel and by deeds your purpose show.”
Do our deeds and the way we live our
daily lives show forth the plan and purpose of
God? Are we about building up His Kingdom?
D&C 38:9c And again I say unto you, I give
unto you a commandment, that every man,
both elder, priest, teacher, and also member,
go to with his might, with the labor of his
hands, to prepare and accomplish the things
which I have commanded.
Are you involved in some kind of
service to God? In the scriptures, we are
reminded that love equals some kind of action
or service. If we truly love God we will be about
serving Him through our daily deeds and
actions.
1 John 3:18 My little children, let us not love
in word, neither in tongue only; but in deed
and in truth.
Jesus is returning to the earth soon. The
signs of His return are all around us. The
spoken word and ministry that has been given in
our congregation is calling us to prepare, to
change, to be more committed to God’s cause.

When He comes again will our daily lives reflect
our love and service to Him?
Matthew 24:49 And what I say unto one, I say
unto all men; Watch, therefore, for ye know
not at what hour our Lord doth come……..
51 Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an
hour as ye think not, the Son of Man
cometh.
52 Who then is a faithful and wise servant,
whom his Lord hath made ruler over his
household, to give them meat in due
season?
53 Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord
when he cometh shall find so doing;
What changes do you need to make in
your life so that the deeds of your daily life will
magnify God and be a testament of your love
for Him? How much time do you give in service
to God? Let us ask ourselves if God is getting a
good portion of our time. Are we fully committed
to His Cause? Do we give our Time and Talents
in His Service or do we give him just leftovers?
Let us honestly evaluate ourselves!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------John 12:26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am there shall also my servant
be; if any man serve me, him will my Father honor.
D&C 17:7c and are willing to take upon them the name of Jesus Christ, having a determination to
serve him to the end,
Also See: D&C 6:2a, 19:2-3a, 42:8a-b and 12a, Ephesians 2:10, Mosiah 1:43-59

November Week #3 Devotionals and Consideration

Hymn: “Let Us Pray For One Another”
We are walking down times’ vista; We are very near the end; Let us pray that God
the Father, will His guiding Spirit send. Now the foe becomes more daring,
Knowing well the latter day; Tis the strength of his despairing; For each other let
us pray.”
We do live in a day when Satan has
much power and strength. The world around us
does grow ever darker and I think we all see this
in the current events that are taking place.
Remember, Satan is afraid of our
prayers--that is why he tries so hard to keep us
from praying.
D&C 3:1e but be diligent unto the end; pray
always, that you may come off conqueror; yea,
that you may conquer Satan, and that you may
escape the hands of the servants of Satan, that
do uphold his work.

Prayer is a powerful force and if we will
be faithful in praying for each other, we can,
through prayer, see our loved ones and
ourselves delivered.

2 Nephi 11:83 …and the prayers of the faithful
shall be heard, and all those who have dwindled
in unbelief, shall not be forgotten;

When we seek God out in prayer He
sends His Spirit to be with us and then we are
not walking down times’ vista by ourselves, but
walk in the power of His Holy Spirit.
D&C 63:16a ...ye receive the Spirit through
prayer;

Ladies, let’s become mighty prayer
warriors and stand in the gap for each other.
Many battles are won when we are on our
knees.
Look at the power in prayer in this
section of the Book of Mormon when Alma and
the church members were praying for Alma’s
son.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mosiah 11:167 And again, the angel said, Behold, the Lord hath heard the prayers of his people,
and also the prayers of his servant Alma, who is thy father:
168 For he has prayed with much faith concerning thee, that thou mightest be brought to the
knowledge of the truth;
169 Therefore for this purpose have I come to convince thee of the power and authority of God,
that the prayers of his servants might be answered according to their faith.
170 And now behold, can ye dispute the power of God?
Also See: II Nephi 14:11, II Nephi 15:4, Alma 10:28, Alma 16:238, Alma 4:6, D&C: 18:6a-c, 28:1-2,
Mat. 6:6, Mat. 21:19-20

November Week #4 Devotionals and Consideration

D&C 85:36b
Organize yourselves; prepare every needful thing, and establish a house, even a house
of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, a house of learning, a house of glory, a
house of order, a house of God;
We are called here to be organized in
preparing every needful thing. Webster’s
Dictionary says, To Organize: “to establish
and systematize; to arrange so as to be
ready for service.” Hopefully, what we
organize and plan in our daily lives and
activities will assist us and prepare us to be
ready for service to God. This should be true in
the church and in our individual lives and
homes.

we give Him the needful things He has listed,
even our First Fruits:

Proverbs 3:9 Honor the Lord with thy substance,
and with the first fruits of all thine increase;

5. Fruit of living a life where your activities
glorify Him = A house of glory.

We need to honor God in every area of
our lives and give to Him the first fruits of all our
increase, our time and our talents. Let us put
God’s cause first in our lives and organize
ourselves around His plan, and His purpose. To
“Organize His Purpose” within our lives and
make ourselves ready for service it requires that

6. Fruit of a life sacrificed/lived out for God =
A house of order, a house of God.

1. Fruit of daily prayer = A house of prayer.
2. Fruit of fasting often = A house of fasting.
3. Fruit of growing faith = A house of faith.
4. Fruit of daily study/learning about Him =
A house of learning.

So ask yourself, how are your daily
activities organized? Are your daily activities
centered in Him? Does God have priority in your
life? What do you need to change to give God a
central place, even first place, in your life?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Matthew 6:31-38: Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they
spin. 6:33 And yet I say unto you, that even Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one of
these. 6:34 Therefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and to-morrow is
cast into the oven, how much more will he not provide for you, if ye are not of little faith.
6:35 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
6:36 Why is it that ye murmur among yourselves, saying, We cannot obey thy word because ye
have not all these things, and seek to excuse yourselves, saying that, After all these things do
the Gentiles seek.
6:37 Behold, I say unto you, that your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things. 6:38 Wherefore, seek not the things of this world but seek ye first to build up the kingdom
of God, and to establish his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.
Also See: Exodus 35:21-29, 1st Chronicles 28:9, 2 Chronicles 31:5-8, II Thess. 3:11-13, II Timothy
2:20-21

Preparation Guide for December’s Devotionals

My Sisters, we know we live in
the Last Days and the time is short
before the Lord comes in His Glory. He
is calling us to be transformed and
prepared. In September our brother, Ed
Story, brought a message to us from the
Lord. I was amazed at some of the
wording in this message, for it was very
similar to many thoughts I had been
having while preparing material for the
women.
In August I met with my
assistants and gave them our theme for
the year, “A Year of Transformation and
Preparation—Rejoice, Make Yourself
Ready, the Bridegroom is at the Door.”
The sticky note gifts are to remind you
to be transformed and become that
“Bride of Christ” clothed in pure white,
repentant, transformed, and ready to go
into the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
The theme for the year, the sticky
notes and the plan for these monthly
devotionals were put into action before
Ed brought the message. This is not a
coincidence. The Lord is calling to us,
even shouting to us to get prepared. He
is telling us in many different ways and
through many different avenues. Can
you hear Him calling to you?

We find this warning in 2 Nephi
6:65, “And wo unto the deaf, that will not
hear: for they shall perish.” This is still true
today. If we ignore this voice, we do so
at our own peril.
In Ed’s message the Lord told us
in part, “You must obey, and be cleansed,
and made new creatures before I allow you
to be worthy of My invitation. You must be
made anew, transformed, cleansed before
you can come into My Holy and celestial
chambers to meet Me, your God, and My
Bride at the marriage supper, My celestial
and holy table. I, My children, want you to
come and sup with Me.” If you have not

read this message pick up a copy in
the foyer and read it.
Ladies, we must make changes
in our lives. I am struggling to do that in
my own life. I see things that need to
change—things I need to give up, things
that I need to add, like more studying
and prayer. It is hard to make these
changes, but I feel a new determination
to do this. Oh, how terrible it will be to
have the Lord come and set up His
Kingdom and then not be allowed to be
a part of it. Can you really imagine what
it would be like to be left standing
outside of that door? Let us not be
slothful, but try with all our might to
become that “Bride of Christ” He is
calling us to be.

Third thing listed in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
Is my house in order?
And now a commandment I give unto you, if you will be delivered: you shall set in order your
own house, for there are many things that are not right in your house. D&C 90:6f

Action: Sit down as a family and discuss the needs of the family. Pray earnestly
together for each other, having family prayer each day.

This Month I Plan to sit down with my family and discuss the following needs
of our family:______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
This Month I Plan to join together with my family, in daily earnest pray for
each member of my family, at the following times:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
My Plan to Accomplish this Discipline:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #4
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: __________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

December Week #1 Devotionals and Consideration

Revelation 19:9
And He saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage
supper of the Lamb. And He saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.
Christmas is a time that we give
consideration to the birth of our Savior.
When I read the prophecies in the Old
Testament concerning His birth I
wonder, why were there not more
people awaiting the arrival of the King?
It almost went unnoticed. The wise men
were really the only ones actively
searching for Him.
Matthew 3:1, 10-11 Behold, there came wise men
from the east to Jerusalem, ...and lo, the star
which they saw in the east, went before them,
until it came and stood over where the young
child was.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy.
11 And when they were come into the house, they
saw the young child, with Mary his mother, and
fell down and worshiped him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented unto him
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

Have you ever wondered why not
one person, other than the wise men,
was actively engaged? There are
several reasons we can consider:
1. As time went by, some people
just forgot the prophecies.
2. Many of the Jews completely
misunderstood them.
3. Others had given up hope for
their fulfillment and said, “It’s
been too long.”

4. Some still believed, but did not
think it would happen in their day.
5. I suppose some just did not care.
6. I am sure there was a core group
that believed, but was too busy
with the demands of daily life to
actively wait/seek for him.
Is it not the same today
concerning “His Second Coming?” Do
you fall into one of the above
categories? When He comes again
there is going to be a great celebration
called “The Marriage Supper of the
Lamb.” Those who are prepared and
have on their wedding garments will be
a part of that great celebration. Don’t
you want to be a part of that group who
are blessed to be called into the
marriage supper? Are you anxiously
and actively engaged in awaiting His
arrival?
Ether 5:41 And now I would commend you to
seek this Jesus of whom the prophets and
apostles have written, that the grace of God the
Father, and also the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
Holy Ghost, which beareth record of them, may
be, and abide in you forever. Amen.

In Hebrew, the word “WAIT” is
not a passive word; it means “to expect,
to gather together, to look for, to
patiently look.” When you are expecting

an important visitor, as you wait for that
time/day, you take action; you prepare
yourself and your home. You are
active—going about cleaning and
cooking, making everything ready. You
don’t want to be caught unaware. Are
you actively awaiting the arrival of the
King? The wise men were actively
awaiting Him, not sitting, but looking for
Him, going forth doing what they could.
What can you do to await the king?
What can you do to assure that you will
have a place in this great celebration,
EVEN THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF
THE LAMB?
Remember, Wise Men and Women
Still Actively Seek/Wait for Him!!

There are promises given to
those who wait upon the Lord. This one
from Isaiah is so meaningful.
Isaiah 40:31 But they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

Are you weary, are you fainting
and weak? Then get busy seeking and
working/waiting for the Lord’s return. He
promises to renew your strength. I know
this promise to be true, as just this last
summer as I contemplated being
Women’s Leader for one more year, I
was weary and felt faint. Yet, as I set
out to work for the Lord in this capacity,
a great renewal came to me. I was lifted
up, my strength renewed; I was
invigorated, and no longer felt faint.
My sisters of the church, Zion
awaits us if we will but rise up and seek
to serve, seek to prepare ourselves for
the return of our King.
Prepare yourselves
Marriage Supper!

for

the

Also See: Isaiah 25:9, Matthew 22:1-14, D&C 45:10 b-d, 63:13, 58:1-3, and 58:6d-I, D&C 59:1-5, D&C 64:5a-b
and 7-8, D&C 26:1-3

December Week #1 Devotionals and Consideration (continued)

December Week #2 Devotionals and Consideration

Hymn: “Admonition”
Time is ripe, My work must hasten! Who so will, may bide the hour. Naught can
harm whom God protecteth, elements confess His power. Up ye, then, to the high
places I have bid you occupy! Peril waits upon the heedless, Grace upon the
souls who try.
The hymns we are considering
are not scripture, but, here again I must
say they are inspired works. The
beginning statement in this verse, “Time
is ripe,” is an important statement.
There is a time for things to be ripe, to
come to fruition. In the meridian of time
it was prophesied that Jesus would
come.
Genesis 6:60 ...and the name of his Only
Begotten is the son of Man, even Jesus Christ, a
righteous judge, who shall come in the meridian
of time.

As that time drew near, all was in
place. The events surrounding that
prophecy were ripe, ready to be fulfilled
and it was time for the Son of God to be
born into the world. The Jews, as a
people, overlooked His coming.
D&C 39:1a Hearken and listen to the voice of Him
who is from all eternity to all eternity, the great I
AM, even Jesus Christ, the light and the life of
the world; a light which shineth in darkness, and
the darkness comprehendeth it not;
1b the same which came in the meridian of time
unto My own, and My own received Me not;

The Jews did not understand the
prophecies pertaining to their day. Let

us not be like them. Hopefully we can
recognize the day and time we live in.
We live in the time called the Last Days.
D&C 1:1d ...and the voice of warning shall be
unto all people, by the mouths of My disciples,
whom I have chosen in these last days.

In our day and age, which is,
“The Last Days,” the words of this hymn
warn us that the time is at hand for His
Second Coming. Events in the world are
ripe and many prophecies are being
fulfilled right before our eyes.
We are moving ever closer to the
return of our Lord and Savior. The song
reminds us that, “My work must Hasten.”
It is the hastening time.
D&C 135:2b The hastening time is here and
greater unity than ever before is necessary if the
forces of opposition are to be met;

Also, the word “BIDE” in the
second sentence is very important.
Webster’s Dictionary tells us, “BIDE”
means:
1. Abide, Wait for, and Endure,
Permanent.

2. So to “bide the hour” means we
will be permanent in our waiting,
not giving up, but enduring all
trials, never wavering from our
fixed course.

the New Jerusalem, and they shall sing the song
of the Lamb day and night for ever and ever.

1 John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in
Him; that, when He shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at
His coming.

During this Christmas season let
us not just rejoice in the story of His
birth, but look forward with joy, and wait
expectantly for His return when all His
Promises will be fulfilled in our lives.

Sometimes terrible trials do come
upon us, but when that happens we are
to “bide the hour” and hold steady—
believing in all the promises of our God
and trusting Him. He has promised to
wipe all tears from our eyes and restore
all things.
Psalms 23:3 He restoreth my soul; He leadeth me
in the paths of righteousness for His name's
sake.
Isaiah 58:12 And they that shall be of Thee shall
build the old waste places; Thou shalt raise up
the foundations of many generations; and Thou
shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The
restorer of paths to dwell in.

We even have the promise that
those we have lost in death will one day
soon be restored to us. What joy we
have to look forward to at that great
day.
D&C 108:10d And the graves of the saints shall
be opened, and they shall come forth and stand
on the right hand of the Lamb, when He shall
stand upon Mount Zion, and upon the holy city,

So hold firm, dear sisters, in your
hour of trial, and continue to eagerly
await the Second Coming of our King!

Alma 17:48 For He will fulfill all His promises
which He shall make unto you, for He has fulfilled
His promises which He has made unto our
fathers.

He is the great restorer and the
Christmas story is just the beginning.
There is more to the story. Just think,
we have the great privilege to live in a
special time, called the “Last Days,” a
time when we have the opportunity to
be active participants in the end part of
the story, even “Zion and Christ’s
Return to the earth as King of Kings.”
May we endure and abide the
hour and prepare ourselves for that
most glorious day.
Let us Rejoice in the Christmas
season looking forward to that which is
yet to come!!

Also See: Genesis 7:73, Omni 1:47, 1 John 3:24, John 15:1-16, D&C 28:2-3, D&C 38:1-2, D&C 33:1e-2

December Week #2 Devotionals and Consideration (continued)

December Week #3 Devotionals and Consideration

Hymn: “Let Us Pray for One Another”
Pray in faith and pray unceasing, To the God we love and trust, For our prayers
are much availing, If we walk upright and just; Be not weary of exhorting; Heed
the lessons of each day; and that we may be unwavering, for each other let us
pray.
We can pray in faith and pray
unceasing because Jesus Christ, our
Savior, whose birth we celebrate this
time of year, lives!
D&C 76:3g And, now, after the many testimonies
which have been given of Him, this is the
testimony, last of all, which we give of Him, that
He lives; for we saw Him, even on the right hand
of God;

Death could not hold Him. He
dwells in the heavens and hears our
prayers and answers them.
The line to heaven is never busy
and I promise — you have instant
messaging and text, too. If you write out
a prayer to Him it’s like a text, it goes
right to him; of course, no cell phone is
needed. If you even think a prayer, it
goes to Him. Prayer really is instant
messaging!
No prayer goes unanswered.
Psalms 40:1 I waited patiently for the Lord; and
He inclined unto me, and heard my cry.

He always answers us. We all
love
those
“yes”
answers,
but
sometimes, like any good parent, He

has to tell us no, or, wait awhile. Then
our faith is tested.
1 Peter 1:7 That the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honor and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ;

In your time of testing or trial hold
firm, and remember He is your “Loving
Heavenly Father.” Continue to pray unto
Him.
Romans 12:12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in
tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;

He is the God we love and trust,
because He is Powerful, Pure, Holy,
Unchanging, Loving and Faithful. He is
so caring He even knows when one hair
falls from your head. You can trust Him
for all.
Matthew 10:27 And the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. Fear ye not, therefore; ye are of
more value than many sparrows.

This year as you celebrate
Christmas, as one Christmas card read,
“Remember the Baby in the Manger, but
Rejoice in the Gift of the Savior.” Don’t
forget the baby is now a Great King and

the “King is Coming,” and we must be
ready for His return. So in all the busyness of this season, take time to
worship Him, take time to pray, make
Him the center of your celebration.
Don’t be like the innkeeper who had no
room for the King.
Luke 2:7 And she brought forth her first-born
son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger, because there was none to
give room for them in the inns.

Pray, Fast, Prepare your Heart
so that if He came today you would
have room for Him!

Your prayers are powerful and
they come up before God as a sweet
incense. Your prayers are important
and they are sweet unto Him.
Let us continue to pray for one
another and be unwavering in our
prayer life.
Revelation 8:3 And another angel came and
stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and
there was given unto him much incense, that he
should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon
the golden altar which was before the throne.

Do not be disheartened if you
have to wait awhile for your prayers to
be answered. God hears your prayers
and He will answer them in due time.
Also See: James 5:16, D&C 85:16a-f, D&C 95:1a, D&C 4:1b, D&C 26:3d-g, Psalms 66:19, Psalms 66:20,
Ephesians 6:18; Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 3:12

December Week #3 Devotionals and Consideration (continued)

December Week #4 Devotionals and Consideration

D&C 85:36c
That your incomings may be in the name of the Lord; that your outgoings may be
in the name of the Lord; that all your salutations may be in the name of the Lord,
with uplifted hands unto the Most High.
What if, during this Christmas
season, all you do would be done in the
name of the Lord? What if we carried
that on into the coming year? Do you
ever think, “Today I want everything I do
to be done in the name of the Lord?”
D&C 77:2a And now, verily thus saith the Lord, It
is expedient that all things be done unto My
glory.

Are there things in your life that
are not Godly, that do not glorify His
Holy Name, that are not done in His
name? Let us examine ourselves and
our activities. This coming year is about
being transformed and changed. Will
you try to change, to come up to a
higher spiritual level?
Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this
world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what that good, and
acceptable, and perfect will of God is.

When our children were little we
always had a family Christmas worship
where we each thought about some
spiritual improvement in our life—to give
as a gift to the Christ. Then we wrote it
down and put the papers in little
individual gift boxes and they were

packed away until the next Christmas.
The next year we would open them and
see how we did. Sometimes it made you
feel good, for you had stayed true to the
offered gift. Other times you realized
you had fallen short and you did not feel
so good and knew you needed to try
harder. Change that involves spiritual
growth is always hard, but we must try
and not give up.
II Peter3:13 Nevertheless, if we shall endure, we
shall be kept according to His promise. And we
look for a new heaven, and a new earth wherein
dwelleth righteousness.
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for
such things, be diligent, that ye may be found of
Him in peace, without spot and blameless...
18 But grow in grace and the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the
glory both now and forever. Amen.

It is so easy to just stay where we
are and become complacent, but if we
ask the Lord to assist us, in our change
and spiritual growth, He will. He has
great blessings just waiting for us, if we
will but come up to a higher level.
2 Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these
promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

One year my gift was to pray
more and learn to communicate better
with my Heavenly Father. The Lord
certainly assisted me, for in January I
was asked to teach for six weeks on
prayer for our women’s group. I had
never taught on prayer. Each week as I
studied on prayer the good Spirit would
rest upon me and my mind was
enlightened. What a blessing this
proved to be for me. The truth is that
whatever gift, “spiritual improvement,”
we choose to give the Christ it is really a
blessing to us, is it not?
Mosiah 1:56 And He never doth vary from that
which He hath said; therefore, if ye do keep His
commandments, He doth bless you, and prosper
you.

Maybe the best gift we can offer
to the Christ Child this coming year is a
life where all our activities are such that
it can be said they were done in the

name of the Lord. What a challenge to
make all our incomings, outgoings and
salutations—all in the name of the Lord.
All given with uplifted hands, or, in other
words with “Joyful Worship.”
The Three Wise Men brought
Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, to the
Christ Child. What gift will you offer to
Him, who came and died for your sins?
Matthew 3:11 And when they were come into the
house, they saw the young child, with Mary his
mother, and fell down and worshiped him. And
when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense,
and myrrh.

This coming week, consider what
Gift you will offer to the Christ this
Christmas.
Plan a time when your family can
worship together and offer your gifts to
the Christ Child.

Also See: D&C 59:2f-2g, 3 Nephi 11:6, I Peter 1-5 , D&C 46:9b , D&C 50: 7e, D&C 53:2a, D&C 59:2a,
D&C 85:16-18, D&C 87:6e and 8d, D&C 59:2e

December Week #4 Devotionals and Consideration (continued)

Preparation Guide for January’s Devotionals

My sisters in the faith, what a
challenge we have before us in this
coming year 2015, to build God’s
Kingdom and make ourselves ready
for His return.
What if we decide that this
year, 2015, is the year we are going to
do this thing! We are going to lay the
very Foundation of Zion and build
God’s Kingdom.
So let’s change our thinking, from
thinking of excuses as to why we can’t
do this, to thinking of creative ways to
make it happen. It is not an impossible
task, for God has given us the tools and
He will assist us in this great task.
1 Nephi 1:65-66 And it came to pass that I,
Nephi, said unto my father, I will go and do
the things which the Lord hath commanded,
for I know that the Lord giveth no commandments unto the children of men, save He
shall prepare a way for them that they may
accomplish the thing which He commandeth
them.

The Challenge before us is great,
but I honestly believe if we will work on
keeping the two great commandments
as found in Matthew 22:35-39, we would

soon see great changes for good taking
place in our own lives, our homes, our
congregation and even our community.
Love is a true catalyst, it changes
everything it touches. As Jesus said
in verse 39, “On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.”
Zion begins with us
loving God and each other.
So part of this loving starts
with us changing our thinking and
changing the way we view each
other. Let us be loving, kind, tenderhearted, forgiving, and not judging
each other. Let us look for the
beautiful and the true instead of
looking for faults in each other.
It is so easy to be judgmental
and critical of each other.
Let’s
change that—starting right now!
Romans 12:5-10 So we, being many, are one
body in Christ, and everyone members one
of another.... Let love be without
dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil and
cleave to that which is good. Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honor preferring one another.

Fourth thing listed in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
Do I make righteous judgments?
Judge not unrighteously, that ye be not judged; but judge righteous judgment. For with what
judgment ye shall judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to
you again.” Matthew 7:2-3

Action: Cease to be critical of others. Instead, pray for those that seem to make
poor decisions.

This Month I Plan to stop being critical of others. I will pray for them instead
of criticize them. I will look for the good in my fellow brothers and sisters in
Christ.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
My Plan to Accomplish this Change:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week#2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week#4
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: _________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

January Week #1 Devotionals and Consideration

Revelation 19:10-14
And I fell at His feet to worship Him. And He said unto me, See that thou do it not; I am thy fellow
servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus; worship God; for the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.
And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him is called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war; His eyes as a flame of fire; and he
had on his head many crowns; and a name written, that no man knew, but himself. And he is
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood; and his name is called The Word of God. And the armies
which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

I think sometimes when we read
prophecy it all seems so unreal to us.
Christ coming on a white horse and
vesture dipped in blood seems
impossible. Yet we live in a day and age
when many prophecies that seemed
impossible are being fulfilled right
before our eyes.

We of all people should be
reading, considering and studying the
prophecies concerning our days, even
the Last Days. Yet many of us do not
spend much time in study of the
scriptures or concern ourselves much
with prophecy.

In the Doctrine & Covenants,
Chapter 1, we are given some important
truths. One of these being that all
prophecy given from God will one day
be fulfilled.
D&C 1:7-8 Search these commandments, for
they are true and faithful, and the prophecies
and promises which are in them shall all be
fulfilled.
1:8a What I, the Lord, have spoken I have
spoken, and I excuse not Myself;
1:8b And though the heavens and the earth
pass away, My word shall not pass away, but
shall all be fulfilled, whether by Mine own voice,
or by the voice of My servants, it is the same;
1:8c For behold, and lo, the Lord is God, and
the Spirit beareth record, and the record is true,
and the truth abideth for ever and ever. Amen.

Note it says, “the prophecies and
promises shall all be fulfilled,” not may
be or might be. The Lord states very
plainly, it “shall be.”
So if it is all to be fulfilled should
we not study it out and even more
importantly follow the instruction given
to us therein? Revelations/Prophecies
are given to us for the following
reasons:
F. Henry Edwards, in his
commentary of the Doctrine &
Covenants, says of Section 1:5, the
following:

I will add two more from D&C 5c:
8.
9.

to bless us
to give us knowledge

2 Peter 3:1-3 This second epistle, beloved, I
now write unto you; in which I stir up your pure
minds by way of remembrance;
3:2 That ye may be mindful of the words which
were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of
the commandments.

We have been warned and
forewarned by the Lord and by His
speaking to us though our own
priesthood. May we listen and respond
to the warnings given to us.
D&C 1:1a Hearken, O ye people of My church
saith the voice of Him who dwells on high....
1:3a Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto the
ends of the earth, that all that will hear may
hear;
1:3b Prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to
come, for the Lord is nigh; and the anger of the
Lord is kindled, and His sword is bathed in
heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of
the earth; and the arm of the Lord shall be
revealed;
1:3c And the day cometh that they who will not
hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of
His servants, neither give heed to the words of
the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from
among the people.

1.

to increase understanding

2.

to correct errors

3.

to instruct those seeking wisdom

4.

to stimulate repentance

5.

to strengthen and humble us

6.

to give power to translate the
Book of Mormon

Many of us will start the New
Year with a resolution to lose weight or
exercise more but this year let us
include a Spiritual Resolution to
Prepare, to Change and Grow
Spiritually. In the coming year, let us be
committed to keeping the commandments, studying the revelations of God
that we might become more humble and
repentant, receiving instruction, knowledge and strength from on high, and
also many blessings.

7.

to authorize and inspire the
foundation of the church and its
development

May we be like the people in
King Benjamin’s day who made a mighty
change and covenanted with God.

Mosiah 3:2-6 And they all cried with one voice,
saying, Yea, we believe all the words which
Thou hast spoken unto us;
3:3 And also, we know of their surety and truth,
because of the Spirit of the Lord Omnipotent,
which has wrought a mighty change in us, or in
our hearts, that we have no more disposition to
do evil, but to do good continually….
3:6 And we are willing to enter into a covenant
with our God, to do His will, and to be obedient
to His commandments in all things that He shall
command us, all the remainder of our days.

From our Priesthood, Ed Story’s
Message given to us in 2014, “Come to
Me in prayer, and study, and fasting, for

there is no other way that you can
receive Me into your hearts, that I will
be able to soften them to do My will
among you.”
This is a last call for us in this
day and age to sanctify and to prepare
our hearts.
Helaman 2:31 Nevertheless, they did fast and
pray oft, and did wax stronger and stronger in
their humility, and firmer and firmer in the faith
of Christ, unto the filling their souls with joy and
consolation, yea, even to the purifying and the
sanctification of their hearts, which sanctification
cometh because of their yielding their hearts
unto God.

Also See: I John 1:1-10, 1 John 2:28-29, James 5:7-16, James 1:13-27, I Thessalonians 5:1-28,
Colossians 3:4-17, Joel 2:28-32 and 3:14-16, Isaiah 51:1-16 and 52:1-9, Joel 2:11-32

January Week #2 Devotionals and Consideration

Hymn: “Admonition”
Love ye Me and love all people, Love as I have loved you:
This your calling this My purpose, thus be My disciples true.
Then in this exalted station, your companion I will be;
Every promise of My Scriptures will be verified in thee.
Get ye up then to your mountain, Zion of this closing day!
For the glory of My coming, waits to break upon your way!
Forth from hence your testimony, shall to trembling nations go,
And the world confess that with you God has residence below.

The first sentence, in the first
verse, counsels us, “Love ye me and
love all people. Love as I have loved
you.”

Moroni 10:15-18 Wherefore, there must be
faith; and if there must be faith, there must also
be hope; and if there must be hope, there must
also be charity; and except ye have charity, ye
can in no wise be saved in the kingdom of God.

If we are going to build Zion and
be a part of God’s Kingdom we must
learn to love one another. The
scriptures are very clear on this.

Our ability to love demonstrates
that we are a disciple of Christ.

Remember, love is an “Action”
word, not a “Feeling” word. Too often
we think we have to feel loving to act
loving and that is not true. If we act
lovingly our feelings will come in line
with our actions.
We must learn to love or we will
not be allowed to be in God’s Kingdom.

John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

We are commanded to Love One
Another.
John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye
love one another, as I have loved you.
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends.

We are told to pray unto the
Father that we might be filled with love
and if we have love it will be well with us
in the last days.
Moroni 7:52-53 Wherefore, cleave unto charity,
which is the greatest of all, for all things must
fail; but charity is the pure love of Christ, and it
endureth for ever; and whoso is found
possessed of it at the last day, it shall be well
with them.
53 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto
the Father with all the energy of heart, that ye
may be filled with this love which He hath
bestowed upon all who are true followers of His
Son Jesus Christ.

There is much yet to say about
love but we cannot cover the whole
subject here. If we are going to be in
God’s Kingdom we must grow in love.
May we follow Moroni’s counsel and
truly pray, with all energy of heart, that
we can become the loving people God
has commanded us to be. We must
learn to be loving before we can climb
higher.
The second verse sounds the
call to “get ye up then to your mountain,
Zion of this closing day.”
This
statement calls us to grow Spiritually—
to Sanctify Ourselves and Be Prepared
for the Bridegroom.

Our Spiritual Condition Matters—
it is time to grow spiritually and get up to
the Mountain!
DC 140:5c The work of preparation and the
perfection of My Saints go forward slowly, and
Zionic conditions are no further away nor any
closer than the spiritual condition of My people
justifies.
Hebrews 6:1 Therefore not leaving the
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on
unto perfection.

The statement, “For the glory of
My coming Waits to break upon your
way!,” is also very important and worthy
of our consideration. There is a great
blessing awaiting those who have
prepared themselves, for He has
promised that His Glory, will break forth
and shine upon them.
D&C 45:10b And at that day when I shall come
in My glory, shall the parable be fulfilled which I
spake concerning the ten virgins; for they that
are wise and have received the truth, and have
taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have
not been deceived, verily I say unto you,
10c They shall not be hewn down and cast into
the fire, but shall abide the day, and the earth
shall be given unto them for an inheritance;
10d And they shall multiply and wax strong, and
their children shall grow up without sin unto
salvation, for the Lord shall be in their midst,
and His glory shall be upon them, and He will be
their King and their lawgiver.

Also see: D&C 45:12-14, D&C 56:4c-6, D&C 58:1b-3 and 6d-i, D&C 76:1-2d, D&C 83:16-17c, D&C
85:18-25, Genesis 7:67-75, 9:21-23

January Week #3 Devotionals and Consideration

Hymn: “Let Us Pray for One Another”
It is waning on t’ward midnight; Soon we’ll hear the watchman say,
‘See the Son of God is coming; Go and meet Him on the way!’
That our lamps may then be burning, Bright enough to guide our way,
And that we may share His glory, For each other let us pray.
The concept, “it is waning on
toward midnight,” is an important part
of this song, for the author is, I believe,
through the power of inspiration, telling
us we are very close to the coming of
the Lord.
Matthew 25:5 And at midnight there was a cry
made. Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye
out to meet Him.

We are so very close to hearing
that cry: “Behold the bridegroom
cometh” we haven’t a minute left to
procrastinate in our preparation.
In a message given at the CMRB
Reunion at Odessa Hills in 2013
through Elder Rob Bird, the Lord said to
us: “Use the tools I’ve provided for
each of My covenant People, so you
won’t be as one of the five virgins—
left out of the wedding feast because
of lack of obedience and preparation.

Don’t ever underestimate the value of
the gift of My Holy Spirit, or the
power of a fervent prayer, or fail to
treasure up and feast upon the
promises found in My Word, or the
strength found in obedience to My
two greatest commandments.”
To refresh you as to the two
Great Commandments as found in the
New Testament:
Matthew 22:34 Then one of them, a lawyer,
tempting Him, asked, saying,
35 Master, which is the great commandment in
the law?
36 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind.
37 This is the first and great commandment.
38 And the second is like unto it; Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.
39 On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.

James calls it the Royal Law:

not been deceived, verily I say unto you,

James 2:8 If ye fulfill the royal law according to
the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself, ye do well.

10c They shall not be hewn down and cast into
the fire, but shall abide the day, and the earth
shall be given unto them for an inheritance;

If we would try with all our might
to use these tools and keep these two
Great Commandments in the coming
year, I believe Zion would start to
flourish among us!! Let’s do it, starting
today!!

10d And they shall multiply and wax strong, and
their children shall grow up without sin unto
salvation, for the Lord shall be in their midst,
and His glory shall be upon them, and He will be
their King and their lawgiver.

Another important concept in this
song is: “That our lamps may then be
burning bright enough to guide our
way.”
Ladies, the above list of tools will help
us keep our lights brightly burning. I
don’t know about you but it helps me to
see this list. To know the Lord has given
me the tools I need to accomplish what
he has called me to do.
Can we set our hearts and minds
on this list of tools God has provided for
us, that we might be counted among
those five wise virgins? That we might
be about building His Kingdom in this
the Last Days? Let’s be using these
tools daily in our lives.
I used Doctrine & Covenants,
Section 45 in week two, but I use it here
again because of the beautiful promise
it gives to us. I want you to catch the
vision.
D&C 45:10b And at that day when I shall come
in My glory, shall the parable be fulfilled which I
spake concerning the ten virgins; for they that
are wise and have received the truth, and have
taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have

Listen to that wonderful promise
in 10b. Do we not all long for that?
Even for our children to grow up without
sin unto salvation, for the Lord’s Glory
to rest upon our children and grandchildren. Oh how wonderful that would
be!
Ladies we can do this thing with
God’s help! We must do this thing!
That wonderful Gift/Tool of the Holy
Spirit will assist us if we ask.
Doctrine & Covenants, Section
65 is called a revelation on prayer and
was given to the church. In it the Lord
instructs us to be praying for His
Kingdom.
Sec.65:1c Yea, a voice crying, Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, prepare ye the supper of the
Lamb, make ready for the Bridegroom;
65:1d Pray unto the Lord; call upon His holy
name; make known His wonderful works among
the people, call upon the Lord, that His kingdom
may go forth upon the earth.

God has promised to help us, so
let us fervently be praying for each
other as the song tells us to and let us
also be fervently praying for God’s
Kingdom to come forth.

Also See: D&C 18:6a, D&C 63:9a-e, D&C 64:5a-b, Philippians 4:13 and 19, Alma 14:92, Psalms 18:2
and 33, Isaiah 2:3, Isaiah 35

January Week # 4 Devotionals and Consideration

D&C 85:38a-c
See that ye love one another; cease to be covetous; learn to impart one to
another as the gospel requires; cease to be idle; cease to be unclean; cease to
find fault one with another; cease to sleep longer than is needful; retire to thy bed
early, that ye may not be weary; arise early, that your bodies and your minds may
be invigorated; and above all things, clothe yourselves with the bonds of charity,
as with a mantle, which is a bond of perfectness and peace; pray always, that you
may not faint until I come; behold, and lo, I will come quickly, and receive you
unto Myself. Amen.
Ladies, do you see the theme of
Love that is in these devotionals starting
the New Year? I believe this is by the
hand of our Father in Heaven, who is
calling us to be more loving; for it is a
prerequisite to be a part of His
Kingdom. We must be about clothing
ourselves with his love, even charity.
1 Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a
tinkling cymbal.
13:2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge;
and though I have all faith, so that I could
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am
nothing.

13:3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed
the poor, and though I give my body to be
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me
nothing.
13:4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up,
13:5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh
not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil;
13:6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the
truth;
13:7 Beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things.
13:8 Charity never faileth;

13:13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity,
these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

Do you see the importance of
having charity? It is the greatest of all.
How do we get it? Well, Moroni tells us
to pray for it, ask God to help you have
charity.
Moroni 7:53 Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart,
that ye may be filled with this love which He
hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of
His Son Jesus Christ.

I testify that praying for love
works. One time I was soooooooooooo
angry at a teenage nephew who was in
my care and who was misbehaving that
I was past angry, I was infuriated. I was
infuriated and determined to give him a
powerful dressing down. Then I realized
that I was so angry I was shaking, so I
prayed for God to help me calm down
and to renew a right spirit within me.
Immediately I was filled with love for my
nephew and the Lord’s Spirit rested
upon me and allowed me to see my
nephew as God does. Wow, what a
revelation! My heart was suddenly full of
love and instead of an angry talk I had a
loving and kind talk with my nephew and
guess what, he responded. Love made
the difference! Love is life-changing
when we bestow it upon others.
Matthew 5:46 But I say unto you, love your
enemies; bless them that curse you; do good to
them that hate you; and pray for them which
despitefully use you and persecute you.

I know that is a tall order but
through prayer and with God’s help we
can achieve it. Now my nephew was not

my enemy, but Corey Ten Boom faced a
German guard who had been a cruel
enemy to her and her sister in the
concentration camp. She prayed for
help to forgive and through the power of
the Holy Spirit she was able to forgive
him and feel Christian love for him. We
are all called to forgive and love one
another.
My sisters, let us have charity for
one another in the coming year. Let us
grow in Love and may it abound in our
hearts. Love qualifies us for the work of
building up God’s Kingdom.
DC 4:1e And faith, hope, charity, and love, with
an eye single to the glory of God, qualifies him
for the work.

The Lord would have us be kind
and tenderhearted to each other and
not gossiping or saying hurtful things
about each other. Let us speak words
that will edify all those around us. Let us
love one another in word and deed.
Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister
grace unto the hearers.
30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption.
31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and
clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from
you, with all malice;
32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

Also See: D&C 11:4-5, Matthew 5:45-50, John 15:9-17, I John 3 & 4, I Thessalonians 3:12-13, 4:9, 5:8,
Romans 13:8-14, 12:10-20, I Nephi 3:63-65, II Nephi 13:29-32, Mosiah 9:39-42, 54, Alma 14:118-122,
Genesis 7:40

Preparation Guide for February’s Devotionals

I love the hymn Connie Smith
chose to build this month’s devotionals
around, No. 358 in the blue hymnal
“Give Me Thy Heart.”

It all starts in the heart. If we truly
love God with all our hearts everything
else will fall into line with what is in our
hearts.

This is a most important
concept—this giving our hearts to God.
The condition of our heart will over time
affect everything we do.

That is why it is so important to
protect our hearts.

Yes, never doubt if everything we
do and become flows from this center
we call our heart, for it truly is “the
center of everything.”
That is why when asked what the
greatest commandment was, Jesus
replied:
Matthew 22:36-37 Jesus said unto
him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. This is
the first and great commandment.

The patriarchs of the church
gave us a great challenge when they
asked us to consider the statement “Am
I without guile?”
The root word for guile takes us
back to such words as “deceit, decoy,
subterfuge, deception.”
In other words, we appear to be
something that we are not. On the
surface we may profess to be a “Good
Christian,” but in reality, we are not so
good. In other words we are full of
guile—we are not who we profess to be.
We have an outside façade that we hide
behind.

To have guile means on the
inside “in our hearts” we have hidden
sin.
Sin comes in so many different
ways too numerous to list: pride, hate,
greed, lust, evil desires, evil thoughts.
These can and will bear fruit, if we don’t
repent of them and remove them from
our hearts.
Helaman 2:29 And in the fifty and first
year of the reign of the Judges, there
was peace also, save it were the
pride which began to enter into the
church; not into the church of God,
but into the hearts of the people who
professed to belong to the church of
God; and they were lifted up in pride,
even to the persecution of many of
their brethren.

That is why we need to have on
the armor of God. This armor will protect
our hearts. We must be very careful for
Satan can get a hold in our hearts if we
do not keep our armor on.
Helaman 2:31 Nevertheless, they did
fast and pray oft, and did wax
stronger and stronger in their
humility, and firmer and firmer in the
faith of Christ, unto the filling their
souls with joy and consolation, yea,
even to the purifying and the
sanctification of their hearts, which
sanctification cometh because of
their yielding their hearts unto God.
If you want a pure heart, without
guile, you must be mighty in prayer and
fasting.

Helaman 5:31 Yea, your hearts are
not drawn out unto the Lord, but they
do swell with great pride, unto
boasting, and unto great swelling,
envyings, strifes, malice, persecutions, and murders, and all manner of
iniquities.

You must repent often and have
the word of God dwelling in you from
your daily reading of the word.

That is why God tells us over and
over again to repent and to watch our
hearts.

May we ever strive to become
“The Bride of Christ” who has a heart
that is faithful and true.

Let us all become real followers
of Jesus Christ, having hearts pure and
sanctified. No more façades!! Let us be
the same inside and out, with no guile.

Fifth thing listed in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
Am I without guile?
For even hereunto were ye called; because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that ye should follow His steps; Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.
1 Peter 2:21-22

Action: Let your every action and word reflect the truth of who and Whose we are,
with no deception whatsoever.
This month I plan to look at my heart and to remove from it any sin I find there. I
will also ask God to reveal to me the hidden sin in my heart that I may not even be
aware of. I will come down into the depths of humility and repent. I will seek to
purify/sanctify my heart through study, fasting and prayer. I will make a
conscious effort to put on the whole armor of God. I will do all I can to become a
Bride of Christ who has no guile or deception within my heart.

My Plan to Accomplish this Change:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week#2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week#4
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: _________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

February Week #1 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “Give Me Thy Heart”
Give Me thy heart says the Father above, no gift so precious to Him as our love…
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life...” I Timothy 6:12
The root word “heart” means “the
center of anything.” This month as we
continue our preparation for establishing
the cause of Zion, let us consider the great
battle we are engaged in: The Battle for
our Hearts.
At the time of creation we were given
a precious gift, agency. This is the ability to
choose between good and evil, light and
dark. On the very first day of creation God
set in motion the very tools we would need
to engage in this battle with His creation of
light.
Genesis 1:6-8 And I, God, said, Let there
be light, and there was light. And I, God,
saw the light, and that light was good. And
I, God, divided the light from the darkness.
And I, God, called the light day, and the
darkness I called night. And this I did by the
word of My power; and it was done as I

spake. And the evening and the
morning were the first day.
Apostle Arthur Oakman was
shown the creation. He heard the
words, “Let there be light.” What he
saw as he heard those words was
described as a spirit being born into
the darkness—a spirit of light,
wisdom, and intelligence. There are
many scriptures that list the
attributes of this “light” and how, if
embraced, enlightens the souls of
men.
D&C 85:3a-b And the light which
now shineth, which giveth you light,
is through Him who enlighteneth
your eyes, which is the same light
that quickeneth your understandings;
which light proceedeth forth from the

presence of God, to fill the immensity of
space.
The light which is in all things; which giveth
life to all things; which is the law by which
all things are governed; even the power of
God who sitteth upon His throne, who is in
the bosom of eternity, who is in the midst of
all things.
Doctrine & Covenants, Section 85:10 a-c,
goes on to list even more attributes of
“light”: intelligence, wisdom, truth, virtue,
mercy, justice and judgment. This is the
“light of Christ” and it can transform our
lives.
Think of examples from the
scriptures that describe and tell of the
transformation that people experienced
when filled with this light. One example
would be King Lamoni from the Book of
Mormon:
Alma 12:132-135 Now this was what Ammon

desired, for he knew that King Lamoni was
under the power of God; He knew that the
dark veil of unbelief being cast away from
his mind, and the light which did light up his
mind, which was the light of the glory of
God, which was a marvelous light of his
goodness.
Yea, this light had infused such joy into his
soul, the cloud of darkness having been
dispelled, and that the light of everlasting
light was lit up in his soul; Yea, he knew
that this had overcome his natural frame,
and he was carried away in God.
We see also on the first day of
creation that God separated the light from
the dark, thus creating the foundation or
atmosphere for the spirit of opposition to
exist that we might be given the gift of
agency.

2 Nephi 1: 81-83 For it must needs
be, that there is an opposition in all
things. If not so, my first born in the
wilderness, righteousness could not
be brought to pass; neither
wickedness; neither holiness nor
misery; neither good nor bad.
Wherefore, all things must needs be
a compound in one.
2 Nephi 1:94-100 And now, my son,
I speak unto you these things, for
your profit and learning: For there is
a God, and He hath created all
things, both the heavens and the
earth, and all things that in them is;
Both things to act, and things to be
acted upon; And to bring about His
eternal purposes in the end of man,
after He had created our first
parents, and the beasts of the field
and the fowls of the air, and in fine,
all things which are created, it must
needs be that there was an
opposition; Even the forbidden fruit
in opposition to the tree of life; the
one being sweet and the other
bitter; Wherefore, the Lord God gave
unto man, that he should act for
himself. Wherefore, man could not
act for himself, save it should be that
he was enticed by the one or the
other.
Man is in a fallen state. We
battle with the natural man (carnal,
sensual and devilish) and the
spiritual enticings of God. Ladies,
we are in a daily battle for our hearts,
our minds and our will. Let us bow
down before our Creator, in
submission and commit our life daily,
into the Father’s hands. It seems
like it would be an easy choice but
darkness pleases our carnal nature
and the power and pull of the flesh
has the ability to rage within us or

blind us into complacency. This month let
us put on the full armor of God and battle
those areas of darkness that linger in our
lives.
Ephesians 6:10-18 Finally, my brethren, be
strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places. Wherefore take unto you the
whole armor of God, that ye may be able
to withstand in the evil day.
What have you given your heart to?
Elder Howard Parker said in a sermon, “All
unused time will flow to your weakness

and our actions follow our heart.”
It’s an issue of the heart.
We have been placed here, in
this time, to help establish the cause
of Zion. Do you hear the trumpet
sounding? We must move out of the
valley of decision and commit our
lives with meaning and purpose to
this great calling. Lift up a standard
of “light,” even the light of Christ, in
your life, in your home, and wherever
you may be. Cleave unto that which
is good. Give the Lord your heart!
“Fight the good fight of faith,
lay hold on eternal life,” I Tim. 6:12.

Also See: 2 Nephi 12:61-128, Alma 19:84-116, John 1:1-12, Ephesians 6:11-18, Alma
9:41, Alma 16:228, 1 Peter 1:19, 2 Nephi 11:23, Moroni 7:13, D&C 50:6b,1 Kings 18:21,
37, James 1:12-15, James 4:8, Exodus 35:5, Matthew 5:8, Psalms 66:18, Psalms
96:13; Proverbs 23:7; D&C 38:9c; Hebrews 12:11

by Connie Smith

February Week #2 Devotionals & Consideration

Psalm 115:9-11
O Israel, trust thou in the Lord; He is thy help and thy shield.
O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord; He is thy help and thy shield.
Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord; He is your help and your shield.
This week we are going to study
and consider about submission and
trusting in the Lord in the face of LIFE.
Life happens: Cars need fixed, babies
cry, grown children need help or stray
from the Lord, jobs are hard to find and
often don’t pay enough, loved ones get
sick, loved ones pass away, we had
goals in our lives that didn’t come to
fruition, divorce, broken promises…the
list goes on. Sometimes it’s hard to
concentrate on “establishing the cause
of Zion” when our life is going 100mph
or feels like it’s out of our control. Have
you ever caught yourself saying, “Why
does it have to be so hard Lord?” Can it
really be God’s will to afflict us and
make us suffer or to have sorrow?
Genesis 3:22-23 Unto the woman, I, the
Lord God, said, I will greatly multiply thy
sorrow, and thy conception; in sorrow thou

shalt bring forth children, and thy desire
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule
over thee. And unto Adam, I, the Lord God,
said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the fruit
of the tree, of which I commanded thee,
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it, cursed shall
be the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt
thou eat of it all the days of thy life.

Sorrow was part of the curse that
God gave to Adam and Eve as a result
of their sin, which curse is still in effect
today. We find ourselves having to yield
to the will of God. Alma wrote about
submitting our life to the will of God
even as a little child submits to a parent:
Mosiah 1:119-120 For the natural man is
an enemy to God, and has been, from the
fall of Adam, and will be, for ever and ever;
But if he yields to the enticings of the Holy
Spirit, and putteth off the natural man, and

becometh a saint, through the atonement of
Christ, the Lord, and becometh as a child,
submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of
love, willing to submit to all things which
the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him,
even as a child doth submit to his father.

It’s hard to imagine that it would
be the Lord’s “will” to inflict us. If you
continue to read the story about Alma,
Sr. in the Book of Mosiah, you read
about his conversion to the true gospel
even though he was already a priest.
You’ll also read about the rise of the
Church of God and of the people of
Alma fleeing into the wilderness to
escape death. But affliction followed
them and they were eventually
discovered by their enemies, having
grievous afflictions placed upon them.
(Mosiah 11)
They were physically beaten,
made to carry heavy burdens that were
tied to their backs and persecuted
mercilessly by their captors. They were
not even allowed to pray out loud. To
be caught doing this was a death
sentence. They were already a humble
people. But now they were a broken
people; broken and heavy-hearted.
They lifted silent prayers and
poured out their hearts continually to
God. How long Alma’s people lived
under these conditions we don’t know,
but their response to adversity is well
documented.They submitted themselves
and trusted in God to deliver them. God
had made them a promise and they
believed it:
Mosiah 11:60-62 And it came to pass that
the voice of the Lord came to them in their
afflictions, saying, Lift up your heads and be
of good comfort, for I know of the covenant
which ye have made unto Me; and I will

covenant with this My people, and deliver
them out of bondage.
And I will also ease the burdens which are
put upon your shoulders, that even you can
not feel them upon your backs, even while
you are in bondage; And this will I do, that
ye may stand as witnesses for Me hereafter,
and that ye may know of a surety that I,
the Lord God, do visit My people in their
afflictions.

God was their refuge in a time of
trouble. He did not forsake them. He
will not forsake us! Their response is a
great example to us and an
encouragement.
Mosiah 11:63-64 And now it came to pass
that the burdens which were laid upon Alma
and his brethren, were made light; Yea, the
Lord did strengthen them that they could
bear up their burdens with ease, and they
did submit cheerfully and with patience
to all the will of the Lord.

They saw their afflictions (trials)
as the “will of the Lord.” For whatever
reason God would allow this to come
upon them, they would trust Him. What
faith, what submission! We see that
submission to God’s will in affliction
builds our faith and trust in Him. These
are vital ingredients in establishing the
cause of Zion.
1 Peter 4:19 Wherefore, let them that suffer
according to the will of God commit the
keeping of their souls to Him in well doing,
as unto a faithful Creator.

No trial is in vain. It truly is part
of our preparation for Zion. All of these
fruits: patience, endurance, and longsuffering—these are the fruits that allow
the other fruits to bloom and grow to
fruition in our lives. Things like Joy in All
circumstances, Love beyond our
capacity, being able to Love your

Enemy, Great Faith, the kind of Mercy
that allows God to Forgive us and us to
Forgive Others.
Let our prayer be:
Into Thy
hands I commit my spirit, to go where
You Call Me to Go, to Suffer when You
Call Me to Suffer, to walk through the
Valley of Sorrow, for the sake of my
eternal welfare and the cause of Your
Kingdom. Let my life be one of willful
and even joyful submission in the face
of adversity. In Christ’s name, Amen.
I’d like to share a brief testimony
of a friend of mine: My friend and her
family gathered here from Oregon 20+
years ago. Her family moved here in
obedience to God’s will for them as they
were called to gather to the center
place. After they had been here for
some time, my friend began to have
breathing problems…severe breathing
problems. She found out she had acute
asthma.
This affliction has caused
multiple hospital stays, medications that
have damaged her internal organs and
systems and physically changed her
appearance to the tune of adding over
130 pounds of weight. She has even
faced death in many circumstances.
One time as she lay in the
hospital literally struggling for every
single breath, the Lord made known to
her that “every breath is a gift from
Him.” Her response was one of praise
and gratitude for every breath she was
able to breathe. Her life has been

completely changed because of her
affliction, which she still suffers with.
She has put her trust in God to see her
through every valley and every trial.
She has not been forsaken and has
received many testimonies. Again we
say, “What faith, what submission!”
Consider the following: “Praise
God today for all your trials. You can't
become like Christ by learning it in a
book. It is through trial, testing, and
emptying out yourself to God that every
new revelation of Christ is given or born
inside of you. Every new ground for
Christ you surrender comes at a cost. If
you remove yourself from that trial you
are taking yourself out of the hands of
God. Empty yourself and submit to His
will.” (Suzanne Smith)
Ladies, we are in a battle for our
heart. This month, this year, let us
acknowledge the sovereignty of God
and submit our will to His. Every day is
a gift to us. Rise up and thank the Lord
for this day. Your life matters and has
meaning and purpose, whether you are
10, 50, or 100 years old. Be faithful!
Psalms 9:9-11 The Lord also will be a
refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times
of trouble. And they that know Thy name will
put their trust in Thee; for Thou, Lord, hast
not forsaken them that seek Thee.
Sing praises to the Lord, which dwelleth in
Zion; declare among the people His doings.

Also See: Mosiah 11(all), Romans 10:3-4, Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalms 116:12-19, D&C
95:3a, Alma 9:4-50, 2 Nephi 1:108, Alma 16:228-232, Alma 19:84, Alma 17:75-82, 2
Timothy 3:11-12, James 1:2-4, Psalms 34:17-19, Mosiah 1:119-120, 1 Peter 4:19,
Psalms 9:9-11, Psalms 46:1, 57:1, 2 Samuel 22:3, 2 Nephi 3:37-47
by Connie Smith

February Week #3 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “Give Me Thy Heart”
Give Me thy heart, says the Savior of men, Calling in Mercy again and again.
Turn now from sin, and from evil depart. Have I not died for thee? Give Me thy heart.
D&C 24:1b A revelation I give unto thee
concerning My will, and if thou art faithful
and walk in the paths of virtue before Me, I
will preserve thy life, and thou shalt receive
an inheritance in Zion.
D&C 81:4c For Zion must increase in
beauty, and in holiness; her borders must
be enlarged; her stakes must be
strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you,
Zion must arise and put on her beautiful
garments.

All of our monthly devotionals
have been a call to make ourselves
ready for the bridegroom, personally
and collectively. This is a call to prepare
every needful thing and become
transformed into the image of Christ.
We recognize that we are in a great
battle between our carnal nature and the
Holy Spirit…the battle for our hearts.

In a Sunday school class taught
by Elder Tom Mitchell, he said, “God is
calling us back to the spiritual disciplines
of prayer, fasting and feasting upon the
word of God.”
Alma 12:1-5 And now it came to pass that
as Alma was journeying … he met the sons
of Mosiah…Alma did rejoice exceedingly, to
see his brethren; And what added more to
his joy, they were still his brethren in the
Lord; yea, and they had waxed strong in the
knowledge of the truth; For they were men
of a sound understanding, and they had
searched the scriptures diligently, that they
might know the word of God.
But this is not all: they had given
themselves to much prayer, and fasting,
therefore they had the spirit of prophecy,
and the spirit of revelation, and when they
taught, they taught with power and
authority, even as with the power and
authority of God.

As a guideline Elder Tom Mitchell
said we should incorporate the following
four things into our daily life:

2 Nephi 6:102 And feast upon that which
perisheth not, neither can be corrupted, and
let your soul delight in fatness.

(1) Purposeful Prayer & Fasting:
(some ideas from the book “Exercises in
Growing Spiritually”)

(3) Humility: “Humility is not thinking
less of yourself, but thinking of yourself
less,” quote from Elder Aaron Smith. It
is the opposite of pride. Take your
focus off of yourself. When our hearts
are meek and lowly, we are in a
condition where God’s Spirit can fill us,
use us, mold us.

1. Adoration: Praising God.
2. Thanksgiving: Giving thanks in all
things, be specific.
3. Dedication: Daily dedicate your
time and talents to God’s cause.
4. Guidance: Pray for guidance,
listen for His voice or inspiration,
make a list.
5. Intercession: Pray for others,
make a list and date when prayers
are answered.
6. Petition: Pray over all parts of
your life.
7. Confession: Confess your sins
and ask for forgiveness, be specific.

(4) Service: The gospel moves us to
serve one another in love.
The
scriptures admonish us to be “doers of
the word and not hearers only.” King
Benjamin and Matthew both record that
when we serve others we are serving
the Lord!
We have so many “tools”
available to us to be strong in the Lord
and to fight the good fight in preparing
for Zion. God IS CALLING us in mercy,
again and again! Put on the beautiful
garments of forgiveness, humility,
feasting-upon-the-word, prayer, fasting,
and praise. “Give me thy heart,” says
the Savior of men.

8. Meditation: Be still, listen, let your
mind be open to and receptive to
God’s Spirit. Ponder.

God is preparing for us, let us be
prepared for Him!

(2) Feast upon the Word of God: We
should read in the scriptures daily! It
renews our minds and hearts. It gives
us wisdom and counsel. It convicts us.
It fills us with the spirit of prophecy and
revelation.

Enos 1:46 And I rejoice in the day when
my mortal shall put on immortality, and shall
stand before Him: then shall I see His face
with pleasure, and He will say unto me,
Come unto Me ye blessed, there is a
place prepared for you in the mansions
of My Father. Amen.

Also See: 1 Chronicles 16:29, Genesis 7:23-25, 59, Genesis 9:21-22, Psalms 9:14, 50:2, Isaiah 4:1-5,
52:1-3, 7, Joel 2:1, 3 Nephi 12:14, D&C 85:21a, 36b, Alma 4:6; 12:5, 4 Nephi 1:13, D&C 59:3a-b, James
1:22, 1 Samuel 12:24, Luke 22:26-27, Mosiah 1:42-51; 2:21, 27, Matthew 25:33-41, 2 Nephi 14:4, 1 Peter
5:5, Hebrews 2:31
by Connie Smith

February Week #4 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “Give Me Thy Heart”
Give Me thy heart, says the Spirit divine, All that thou hast to My keeping resign;
Grace more abounding is Mine to impart, Make full surrender, and give Me thy Heart.

In this battle for our hearts we
realize two things: (1) The more you
surrender your will and put your trust in
God, the more you become filled with
strength, faith and light. (2) The more
you try to surrender your heart, the more
you become aware of your own
weaknesses and the need for that
abounding grace to be imparted to you.
Grace becomes a transforming
force in our lives. The Apostle Paul of
the New Testament was raised in the
Jewish religion of his day. It was a time
where men relied on their heritage from
Abraham and on their knowledge of the
“law.” His relationship with God was
based on rituals and obedience to the
letter of the law. But when he was
converted to Christ, he had to reevaluate his beliefs and personal

relationship with God.
transformed!

He became

Paul urged the believers of his
day to believe that only through the
atoning sacrifice of Christ could they
receive forgiveness of their sins.
Ephesians 2:1-10 And
you
hath
He
quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience.
Among whom also we all had our
conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of
the mind; and were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich
in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us, Even when we were dead in sins,

hath quickened us together with Christ, (by
grace ye are saved;)
And hath raised us up together, and made
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus; That in the ages to come He might
show the exceeding riches of His grace, in
His kindness toward us, through Christ
Jesus.
For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves; but it is the gift of
God; Not of works, lest any man should
boast. For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in
them.

This atonement creates in us a
new life and we become a new creature.
Grace is extended toward us because of
the mercy of God. Grace also embodies
the power of God to forgive our sin as
we seek Him through repentance.
In a recent sermon, Elder Howard
Parker talked about four steps of
repentance:
1. Godly sorrow: It calls us to
understand there is a separation
between us and God that requires
repentance.
2 Corinthians 7:9-10 Now I rejoice,
not that ye were made sorry, but that ye
sorrowed to repentance; for ye were
made sorry after a godly manner, that
ye might receive damage by us in
nothing; For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be
repented of; but the sorrow of the world
worketh death.

2. Admission of your sin and
guilt: Stand up and say, “Here I am.”
Admit your guilt.

Psalms 5:1-4 Give ear to my words, O
Lord; consider my meditation. Hearken
unto the voice of my cry, my King, and
my God; for unto thee will I pray. My
voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, O
Lord; in the morning will I direct my
prayer unto Thee, and will look up. For
thou art not a God that hath pleasure in
wickedness; neither shall evil dwell with
Thee.

3. Cease to do evil: True
repentance means to turn around
and walk in a new direction that is
opposite to our sin; to forsake.
Isaiah 1:16 Wash ye, make you clean;
put away the evil of your doings from
before mine eyes; cease to do evil;

4. Learn to do well: It’s not enough
to remove something from your life,
you have to fill your life with
something else to replace it. All
unused time will flow to your
weakness.
Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do well; seek
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge
the fatherless, plead for the widow.

As we meditate on God’s
forgiveness and realize how much we’ve
been forgiven, a love for the Lord is
nurtured in our hearts. What a beautiful
result of trusting God. But He doesn’t
stop there, our transformation is still a
work in progress.
Consider a coin. It has two sides.
Forgiveness is like a coin. We “accept”
forgiveness and then we are called to
“extend” it. Hopefully we can see others
as creatures who are like us and flawed
with weakness. Instead of responding
in anger and pride toward others, we
can respond with loving concern and
forgiveness. Elder Lyle Smith once
said, “The abundant life is the ability to

forgive.” Out of compassion, we can
offer to others the forgiveness that is so
essential in our own lives and so near to
the heart of God.
Make no mistake, this is a huge
battle in our lives. It’s about changing
our hearts and the hearts of God’s
people. Even the apostles of Christ
struggled with this.
D&C 64:2b-e There are those who have
sought occasion against him without cause;
nevertheless he has sinned, but verily I say
unto you, I, the Lord, forgiveth sins unto
those who confess their sins before me, and
ask forgiveness, who have not sinned unto
death.
My disciples, in days of old, sought
occasion against one another, and forgave
not one another in their hearts, and for this
evil they were afflicted, and sorely
chastened; wherefore I say unto you, that
ye ought to forgive one another, for he that
forgiveth not his brother his trespasses,
standeth condemned before the Lord, for
there remaineth in him the greater sin.

Brother Parker said, “It’s not
about cancelling a debt or overlooking a
sin.
It’s
about
restoration
of
relationships.
Forgiveness
is
not
complete
until
we
rebuild
the
relationship and restore it.”
This takes TIME.
To extend
forgiveness to others is to extend mercy
and grace. Mercy purges iniquity.
Proverbs 16:6-7 By mercy and truth iniquity
is purged; and by the fear of the Lord men
depart from evil. When a man's ways please
the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be
at peace with him.

Forgiveness causes scales of
blindness to fall from our eyes and
releases the other person from their
iniquity.
1 John 2:9-11 He that saith he is in the
light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness
even until now.

I, the Lord, will forgive whom I will forgive,
but of you it is required to forgive all men;
and ye ought to say in your hearts, Let God
judge between me and thee, and reward
thee according to thy deeds.

He that loveth his brother abideth in the
light, and there is none occasion of
stumbling in him. But he that hateth his
brother is in darkness, and walketh in
darkness, and knoweth not whither he
goeth, because that darkness hath blinded
his eyes.

Matthew 18:21-22 Then came Peter to Him
and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Till seven
times?

Fight the good fight of abounding
grace, repentance and forgiveness. We
are more than conquerors through
Christ Jesus.

Jesus said unto him, I say not unto thee,
until seven times; but, until seventy times
seven.

Also See: Proverbs 15:1-4, 18, 17:9; 18:19-21, Leviticus 10:17, Isaiah 53:4; 55:6-7,
Psalms 32:1-5, 1 Kings 8:30-50, 2 Corinthians 2:7-10; 12:13, Ephesians 4:32;
Colossians 2:13; 3:13, Luke 7:42-43, Romans 4:7, Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14,
Matthew 18, Ephesians 4:32, D&C 98:11a-12c, Revelation 19:7-9, 1 Nephi 7:37-39,
Romans 8:(all)
by Connie Smith

Preparation Guide for March 2015 Devotionals

Our sister, Shirley Heater, has
given us wonderful devotions on
humility this month. I know she was
enlightened as she prepared them,
because they bear witness of the truth
of the matter. I know my understanding
of humility was expanded as I read them
and I know yours will be also.
There is that old joke about the
man who said, “I am proud of my
humility,” but humility is no joke. We
cannot have a right relationship with
God without humility.
Humility is the right understanding of who you are before God.
We find ourselves humbled as we
consider who God is and remember all
of His wonderful attributes—His power
and glory.
D&C 76:1a-c Hear, O ye heavens, and give
ear, O earth, and rejoice ye inhabitants
thereof, for the Lord is God, and beside
Him there is no Savior; great is His
wisdom; marvelous are His ways; and the
extent of His doings, none can find out;
His purposes fail not, neither are there any
who can stay His hand; from eternity to
eternity He is the same, and His years
never fail.

Worship, Praise, Prayer, and
Study of the Scriptures all help us to
come to an understanding of who we
are before God. When we do not
engage in these activities we begin to
think more of ourselves than we should.
Our human nature is such that, if not
reminded often, we tend to forget the
majesty and glory of God, and our eyes
focus on ourselves and the worldly
things around us. Satan comes in and
tells us that we really are pretty good
and those little sins don’t really matter.
It is easy to become lifted up in pride.
Paul reminds us in his letter to the
Romans to think soberly and not to think
too highly of ourselves:
Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace
given unto me, to every man that is among
you, not to think of himself more highly
that he ought to think, but to think soberly,
according as God hath dealt to every man
the measure of faith.

Humility is demonstrated in our
lives by our attitudes, deeds/actions,
and words. We should look at our lives
and evaluate ourselves. Are we living
out humility in our lives by the things we
do and say?

Jesus stresses the importance of
humility in the parable of the Pharisee
and the Publican.
Luke 18:9-14 He spake this parable unto
certain men, who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous, and despised
others:
Two men went up into the temple to pray;
the one a Pharisee, and the other a
publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed
thus with himself; God, I thank thee that I
am not as other men, extortioners, unjust,
adulterers; or even as this publican. I fast
twice in the week; I give tithes of all that I
possess.
But the publican, standing afar off, would
not lift up so much as his eyes unto
heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying,
God, be merciful to me a sinner.
I tell you, this man went down to his house
justified, rather than the other; for every
one who exalteth himself, shall be abased;
and he who humbleth himself, shall be
exalted.

Christ himself was humble and
expressed that humility in many different
ways while upon the earth, but His
journey was in and of itself a mighty act
of humility.
Philippians 2:7-8 But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon Him the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men; And being found in fashion as a man,
He humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross.

and with the Holy Ghost, and shall receive
a remission of their sins.

Repentance flows from humble
hearts.
Alma 10:6 And now, my brethren, I would
that ye should humble yourselves before
God, and bring forth fruit meet for repentance, that ye may also enter into that
rest.

We are also told that we cannot
assist in the work except we are
humble.
DC 11:4b And no one can assist in this
work, except he shall be humble and full of
love, having faith, hope, and charity, being
temperate in all things whatsoever shall be
intrusted to his care.

Alma reminds us that if we want
to dwell in God’s Kingdom we must
become humble, patient, submissive
and full of love. A tall order, but that is
why he reminds us to pray continually. If
we will stay constant in prayer we can
overcome, with the help of the Holy
Spirit, the pride of the natural man.
Alma 10:27-29 And now my brethren, I
wish from the inmost part of my heart, yea,
with great anxiety, even unto pain, that ye
would hearken unto my words, and cast
off your sins, and not procrastinate the day
of your repentance;

One of the first steps to salvation
is to humble ourselves.

But that ye would humble your-selves
before the Lord, and call on His holy name,
and watch and pray continually that ye
may not be tempted above that which ye
can bear, and thus be led by the Holy
Spirit,
becoming
humble,
meek,
submissive, patient, full of love and all
long suffering; having faith on the Lord;

3 Nephi 5:49 Yea, blessed are they who
shall believe in your words, and come
down into the depths of humility, and be
baptized; for they shall be visited with fire

Having a hope that ye shall receive eternal
life; having the love of God always in your
hearts, that ye may be lifted up at the last
day, and enter into His rest.

God makes beautiful promises to
those who will humble themselves
before Him. We find one such promise
in D&C, Section 28, where He states
that if we will but humble ourselves, He
will gather us as a hen gathers her
chickens.

voice, and humble themselves before Me,
and call upon Me in mighty prayer.

There are many wonderful
promises that God makes to those who
will humble themselves. I cannot touch
on all of them. The one I leave with you
is God’s promise that if we would
humble ourselves the blessings of the
kingdom would be ours.
D&C 61:6c And now verily I say unto you,
and what I say unto one I say unto all, Be
of good cheer, little children, for I am in
your midst, and I have not forsaken you,
and inasmuch as you have humbled
yourselves before Me, the blessings of the
kingdom are yours.

D&C 28:1a Listen to the voice of Jesus
Christ, your Redeemer, the great I AM,
Whose arm of mercy hath atoned for your
sins, Who will gather His people even as a
hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, even as many as will hearken to My

It is my prayer that all of us who
read these devotionals will come down
into the depths of humility and truly
humble ourselves. If we would do this I
believe God’s Kingdom would come
forth.

Sixth thing listed in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
Am I willing to truly enter into the depths of humility?
Behold, I say unto him, he exalts himself and does not humble himself sufficiently before Me; but if he will
bow down before Me, and humble himself in mighty prayer and faith, in the sincerity of his heart, then will I grant
unto him a view of the things which he desires to see.
D&C 5:5b

Action: Begin to keep a diary, by writing down the blessings we have received
and how God’s hand has always been in our lives. Thank God every day for the
manner in which He has blessed us. Share these testimonies with others.
This Month I will follow instructions found in the scriptures, to humble myself and
stand steadfastly in the faith. I will engage in worship, prayer, praise, and
scripture study. My actions and words will begin to bear the fruit of humbleness.
I will keep a diary of blessings and share my testimony of God’s goodness.

My Plan to Accomplish this Discipline:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #4
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: __________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

March Week #1 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name”
(In humility we exalt the name of Jesus.)

Mosiah 2:21
Humble yourselves, even in the depths of humility,
calling on the name of the Lord daily.
This month we will share some
“I-N-E-R” thoughts on “humility”—an
essential ingredient in our relationship
with the Lord. Each week is based on
one of these four letters.
Consider these thoughts on humility:
1. What IS humility and the depths thereof?
2. What humility is NOT, or lack of humility.
3. The knowledge that Christ is our EXAMPLE.
4. What is our RESPONSE?

As we continue on our journey to
make ourselves ready for the return of
the Bridegroom, we are called to move
forward and upward, to grow spiritually
and to put on our robes of righteousness. Following last month’s theme that
“the heart is the center of everything,”
we will see that humility is ultimately a
condition of our heart.

In response to King Benjamin’s
command to “humble yourselves”
(Mosiah 2:21), we see that this is a
decision each of us must make.
The question posed this month
is, “Am I truly willing to enter into the
depths of humility?”
So let’s begin by first asking
ourselves, am I truly willing (which
actually means “unhesitating and
eager”!) to enter into the depths of
humility with full purpose of heart?
It is in humility we recognize and
acknowledge how much God loves us
and what He has done for us: He has
created us, has given us the breath of
life, and is preserving us from day to day
(Mosiah 1:53); and through His sacrifice
on the cross, the way of salvation is
provided to bring us into His presence.

By Shirley Heater

As we bow down before Him, we
are actually exalting Him (not just
literally as in kneeling, but also
spiritually). We are giving Him honor as
our Creator and Lord and Savior. And
this act of humility is the key that
unlocks the door to a transforming
experience of His great spiritual
blessings.

the Word of God is significant in its
relationship to our humility.
Immersing ourselves in His Word
is essential to understanding that
relationship we have with Him, and He
with us—His lowly creation.
Consider Alma 16:151, regarding
planting the Word in your heart:

A good way to study humility is to
study all the verses with any form of the
word, as well as synonyms. For instance, the scriptures describe attributes
of a humble person. Here are a few:

But behold, if ye will
awake and arouse
your faculties, even
to
an
experiment
upon My Words, and
exercise a particle of
faith.

HUMBLE PEOPLE
Alma 16:137-138 Believe in the Word of God.

Yea, even if ye can no
more than desire to
believe, let this desire
work in you.

Alma 16:136 Humble themselves because of
the Word and are more blessed.
Alma 16:132 Learn wisdom.
Ether 3:14 Have joy.

Even until ye believe
in a manner that ye
can give place for a
portion of My Words.

Helaman 2:31 Souls are filled with joy.
3 Nephi 2:80-81 Hearts swollen with joy.
Helaman 2:31 Are lifted up at the last day; yield
their hearts to God.
1 Nephi 5:5 Walk in paths of righteousness.

DIFFERENT DEGREES OF HUMIILTY
Mosiah 2:21; 9:154; Alma 29:51; Helaman 2:123;
2 Nephi 6:84; 3 Nephi 5:49 Depths of humility.
Alma 3:48; Ether 4:41 Sufficiently humble.

This week as you read the
scriptures, let the Words regarding
humility “work in you.”
Pray for a better understanding of
what “depths of humility” truly is as we
humble ourselves before God and exalt
Him with our praises!
Week #1: We must enter into the
depths of humility!

Alma 29:59 Humble themselves exceedingly.
Helaman 2:31 W ax stronger and stronger in their

humility.
Alma 16:237; 19:114 Even to the dust.

So, rejoice in God’s many blessings,
and ask Him to reveal to you specific
ways to humble yourself.

From these references, we learn
several things. One of the things is that
By Shirley Heater

Write them down and then do them!

March Week #2 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “Come, Holy Spirit, I Need Thee”
(attached)

Come, Holy Spirit, I need Thee...come, Lord, as strength to my weakness,
take me: soul, body and mind.
Ether 5:28
I give unto men weakness that they may be humble…
then will I make weak things become strong unto them.
This week, let us consider what
humility is NOT, and what the scriptures
say about weakness and afflictions. The
principle of “opposition in all things” (2
Nephi 1:81) can serve to reveal to us
what humility is by learning what it is
not, or in other words, the lack of
humility. Recognizing those attributes
can lead us to repentance, thus
humbling ourselves and receiving the
Lord’s help in removing these obstacles.
A few attributes are summarized below:
PEOPLE WHO LACK HUMILITY
Mosiah 1:118
General attributes: stubbornness, stony heart,
prayers are in vain, hypocrites, look down on
others, in bondage, puffed up, perish, do not
visit the sick nor impart substance, are under
damnation.

Alma 3:50 Are not prepared to meet God.
Alma 4:3-4 Are lifted up in the pride of their
hearts, do not repent of their wickedness, are
rejected, have their names blotted out.
Mormon 2:54 Are subject to divine justice.
2 Nephi 8:25 Are not forgiven.

Of course, we shrink back from
considering that these terms might apply
to us!
On the other hand, recognizing
our lack of humility and admitting that
we have fallen short can lead us to the
proper condition before God to root any
of these attributes from our heart.
In the face of lacking humility, let
us also consider our response to

By Shirley Heater

afflictions and weaknesses which can
play a role in humbling us before God.
Someone once said to me,
“Man’s extreme is God’s opportunity.”
The hymn “Come Holy Spirit, I Need
Thee,” expresses our need for God’s
help in all things (a true condition of
humility).
A good example is when Alma
visits with the poor Zoramites who are
cast out of their place of worship.
Alma 16:127 Alma beheld [with great joy] that
their afflictions had truly humbled them...
they were in a preparation to hear the Word.

Alma tells us of his response to
afflictions: “I will cry unto Thee in all
mine afflictions, for in Thee is my
joy” (Alma 16:184).
Again we see joy associated with
afflictions that lead to humility.
And Nephi also enlightens us that
his response to his afflictions is not to
murmur, but to praise God!
1 Nephi 5:199 Nevertheless, I did look unto
my God and I did praise Him all the day long;
And I did not murmur against the Lord
because of mine afflictions.

Alma describes these circumstances as compelling them to be
humble, and observes that they were
blessed because of it—being ready to
hear the Word. In other words, the
Zoramites lacked humility, but their
afflictions compelled them to be humble,
truly penitent and lowly in heart.

Never fear, for God reveals His
purpose for weakness:

Alma describes and contrasts
both those who are compelled to be
humble, and also those who voluntarily
humble themselves:

I am reminded of the words of an
old classic hymn that exemplifies this
relationship with the Lord in our
weakness.

THOSE WHO ARE
COMPELLED TO BE HUMBLE

Just A Closer Walk With Thee

Alma 16:127 Suffer afflictions and trials.
Alma 16:134 Sometimes seek repentance.

Ether 5:28 I give unto men weakness that
they may be humble, And My grace is
sufficient for all men that humble themselves
before Me; For if they humble themselves
before Me and have faith in Me then will I
make weak things become strong unto them.

I am weak, but Thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I’ll be satisfied as long as I walk—let me
walk close to Thee.

Alma 16:134, 136 Are blessed.

So let us consider these questions:

THOSE WHO VOLUNTARILY
HUMBLE THEMSELVES
Alma 16:138 Are blessed.
Alma 16:136 Are more blessed.

Do we know where we lack humility?
Do we recognize our afflictions and
weaknesses as a means to bring us to a
state of humility?

Alma 16:137 Are much more blessed.
By Shirley Heater

Let us respond as the Nephites
did. See Helaman 2:30-31:
The more humble part of the
people … suffer great persecutions
and … wade through much affliction.
They did fast and pray oft, and
did wax stronger and stronger in
their humility, and firmer and firmer
in the faith of Christ, … filling their
souls with joy and consolation,…
yielding their hearts unto God.

Week #2: We must identify the
lack of humility in our lives, as well
as afflictions and weaknesses!
List these areas of lack of humility,
as well as afflictions and weaknesses,
and then respond to them in humility.
Expect great joy as you embark on
this transforming journey!

By Shirley Heater

March Week #3 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “Come Learn of the Meek and Lowly”
Come learn of the Meek and Lowly, come sit at the Master’s feet;
No place in the world so holy, no place in the world so sweet.
His lessons are plain and simple, a balm to the wounded breast;
He maketh our burdens lighter, and giveth His children rest.

The third core ingredient in our
journey into the depths of humility is that
Jesus Christ is our EXAMPLE.
And in our preparation for His
coming, “We know that when He shall
appear we shall be like Him, …that
we may be purified even as He is
pure” (I John 3:2-3; Moroni 7:53).
We are “children of Christ”
through our covenant with Him which
brings us to the position of sitting
(humbling ourselves) at His feet to learn
of Him and from Him—to be like Him.
Being humble means we are
teachable, and what better place of
learning is there than at the feet of
Jesus!

JESUS CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE
2 Nephi 13:6 According to the flesh, He
humbleth Himself before the Father.
2 Nephi 13:9; Ether 5:40 If we are His,
we must be like Him.
Hebrews 12:2 Jesus humbled Himself.
Matthew 16:25-26; Mark 8:36; Luke
9:23 Take up your cross (spiritual) and
deny self.
Additional attributes of Christ: meek
and lowly, submitted, suffered for joy set
before Him, joy when He comes for His
church, learn by things suffered
(afflictions).

By Shirley Heater

What a beautiful understanding we
have that even Christ truly humbled
Himself. See Philippians 2:7-10:

CHILDREN OF CHRIST
Mosiah 1:39 Hearken to the words of Christ.

But made Himself of no
reputation, and took
upon Him the form of a
servant, and was made
in the likeness of men.

Mosiah 1:120 Humble themselves, are
submissive and meek, become as little children.
Mosiah 2:21 Humble themselves, even to the
depths of humility.
Mosiah 2:5 Are filled with joy.

And being found in
fashion as a man, He
humbled Himself, and
became obedient unto
death, even the death
of the cross.

Mosiah 2:19 Have exceeding great joy.
Mosiah 2:2, 1:61 View their carnal state as
even less than the dust of the earth.
Mosiah 2:32 Recognize that they are beggars.

Wherefore God also hath
highly exalted Him, and
given Him a name which
is every name.

Mosiah 2:28-29 Give substance to those in
need.

There are many more such attributes
of the children of Christ—a search of
your scriptures will reward you with even
greater understanding than just these
few listed above—and they will enrich
our journey of preparation for the
coming of the Bridegroom.

That at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things
under the earth.
Jesus is our example in all that
He did.

A final hymn is appropriate to our
response:

As we learned in Week #2,
regarding joy in afflictions, James 1:2
says it this way: “My brethren, count it
all joy when ye fall into many
afflictions.”

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look
full in His wonderful face, and the things
of earth will grow strangely dim, in the
light of His glory and grace.

Jesus had this exact response!
“For the joy that was set before Him
[HE] endured the cross, despising
the shame…” Hebrews 12:2.

Week #3: Rejoice in the ways that
Jesus Christ is your example. Record
them as a blessed reminder.

As children of Christ, here are a few
choice references that specifically deal
with humility:

Choose
favorite
scriptures
to
express His goodness—that we may
become like Him.

By Shirley Heater

March Week #4 Devotional and Considerations

Hymn: “I Surrender All”
All to Jesus I surrender, humbly at His feet I bow,
worldly pleasures all forsaken, …I surrender all.
In the first three weeks of this
devotional, we have considered several
points: (1) What is humility, and am I
willing to enter into the depths of
humility; (2) What humility is not (lack of
humility); and (3) Christ is our example.
In this final week, let us make
that ultimate decision to embark on this
journey to surrender all!
What is our RESPONSE?
RESPONSE/RESULTS
Am I ready to make this
commitment? Let us review the points
we have covered that will assist us in
making changes in our lives to enter into
the depths of humility:
We have learned about the
attributes of humility and that
we must respond willingly.

By Shirley Heater

Once we enter on this path,
believing the word of God is
the more blessed response
without being compelled.
We have also identified those
areas of lack of humility,
afflictions and weakness which
compel us to be humble, and that
in these circumstances we can
rejoice in Him for His grace
and mercy toward us.
And finally, we learned that
Jesus is our example and as
His children we can sit at His feet
and learn what we must to do to
be like Him.

The following summary phrases
are a reminder of the depth of understanding in the scriptures relating to true
humility.



made low – God lifts us up



Christ our example, suffered for
joy set before Him, joy when He
comes for His church, we
prepare!



humility/ lowly in heart vs. stony
heart



compelled – by circumstances



do we “counsel the Lord”? or
submit to Him?

You should be able to quickly
scan through this list and make an
immediate judgment or response:


acknowledge how God has
blessed you



necessary for salvation



transformed



make weak things strong



praise and worship = humility



humbled because of word—more
blessed without being compelled
to be humble



penitent, depths of humility,
meekness, trust vs. anxiety



fasting humbles the flesh



pride, cares of world, no doubts,
no wavering



all are blessed, basics, breath of
life, sometimes blessed in spite of
ourselves

stony heart, stubbornness and
pride vs. humble, soft heart,
broken heart



learn by things suffered





not judgmental vs. righteous
judgment



afflictions –smitten, persecutions,
afflicted with all manner of words,
receive without retaliating,
submissive to all things inflicted



compelled, burdens light, bear
with patience (doesn’t always
remove), lightens burdens with
patience and firm hope that one
day rest from afflictions.



feel “put upon”? why me?



learn by things we suffer

Week #4: Examine the steps you
have taken thus far and make that
ultimate response to continue daily in
the depths of humility to “Surrender
All.”
Write out your commitment in your
own words—from your own heart!

By Shirley Heater

Preparation Guide for April’s Devotionals

UNCHARTED TERRITORY

Susan Freeze has given us our
devotions for April. She chose as a hymn
“Take My Life and Let it Be.” The words are
beautiful and express this concept of giving
our whole soul unto Christ.
Consider the words in that hymn:
Take my life and let it be, consecrated
Lord to Thee; Take my moments and my
days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hand, my feet my love, at Thy
impulse let them move; Take my voice
and let me sing always only for my King.
Take my silver and my gold; Naught of
Thine would I withhold; Take my heart,
my mind, my will, Let them be Thy
servants still. Take my love, my Lord I
pour, at Thy feet its treasure store; Take
myself and I will be, Ever only all for
Thee.”
The words in this hymn remind me
of the children of Israel and their
willingness to give, when God called them
to build the Tabernacle. I believe when we
talk about commitment and sacrifice and
being willing to give our all, they provide a
good example. The call of the Lord to the
children of Israel, to bring their gifts for the
embellishment of the Tabernacle, is similar
to the call to us today to build Zion.
Exodus 35:4-30 And Moses spake unto
all the congregation of the children of

Israel, saying, This is the thing which the
Lord commanded, saying, Take ye from
among you an offering unto the Lord;
whosoever is of a willing heart, let him
bring it, an offering of the Lord...And
every wise-hearted among you shall
come, and make all that the Lord hath
commanded.
The Lord also calls us to be of a
willing heart. In any day and age, it takes a
person with a willing heart to commit to the
work of the Lord.
D&C 64:7a Behold, the Lord requireth
the heart and a willing mind; and the
willing and obedient shall eat the good of
the land of Zion in these last days.
The people were thrilled to be able
to contribute to the building of the
Tabernacle and they gave generously.
They were willing-hearted. I believe God is
calling us today to be willing-hearted—to
give our all in the building of His Kingdom!
Exodus 35:21 And they came, every one
whose heart stirred him up, and every
one whom his spirit made willing, and
they brought the Lord's offering to the
work of the Tabernacle of the congregation, and for all His service, and for the
holy garments.

Exodus 35:22 And they came, both men
and women, as many as were willinghearted, and brought bracelets, and
earrings, and rings, and tablets, all
jewels of gold; and every man that
offered, offered an offering of gold unto
the Lord.
Note: See how all the women that
were wise-hearted did spin with their
hands. In other words they were busy
working for the Lord. Are we wise-hearted?
Are we busy working to build up and
embellish God’s Kingdom in, this, our day
and age?
Exodus 35:25-26 And all the women that
were wise-hearted did spin with their
hands, and brought that which they had
spun, both of blue, and of purple, and of
scarlet, and of fine linen. And all the
women whose heart stirred them up in
wisdom spun goats' hair.

offering of the sanctuary. So the people
were restrained from bringing. For the
stuff they had was sufficient for all the
work to make it, and too much.
What if in our day, the cry went out,
“Oh stop, we have enough; enough Sunday
School teachers, we have enough youth
leaders, we have enough people to mow
the church yard and clean the church, we
have enough workers, we have more than
enough money for everything we need!”
Would that not be a wonder to behold?
Sisters of the Faith, let us be willing
to pour ourselves out—a willing and ready
sacrifice for the Lord. Let us be willing to do
whatever it is that He asks of us. If we
move forward in obedience to Him, with
willing hearts, and give our whole souls to
Him, He will bless us. He will strengthen us,
assist us, and uphold us.

I believe the Lord is waiting for us to
respond to His call. He eagerly awaits our
response to His instructions; He waits for
us to be willing to work, to be willing to
sacrifice. He is waiting for an outpouring
such as occurred in the days of Moses.
Exodus 36:3-7 And they received of
Moses all the offering, which the children
of Israel had brought for the work of the
service of the sanctuary, to make it
withal. And they brought yet unto Him
free offerings every morning. And all the
wise men, that wrought all the work of
the sanctuary, came every man from his
work which they made; And they spake
unto Moses, saying, The people bring
much more than enough for the service
of the work, which the Lord commanded
to make.
And Moses gave commandment, and
they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp saying, Let neither man nor
woman make any more work for the

Romans 12:1-2 [modified version]
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship. Do not conform to
the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—His good,
pleasing and perfect will.”

Seventh challenge in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
Am I willing to give my whole soul unto Christ?
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God is.
Romans 12:1-2

Action: Commit everything that you have and everything you are to the work of
the kingdom.
This Month I will pray that the Lord will open my eyes and lead me into fuller service for
Him. I will pray for a willing heart and the courage to move out in faith. I will seek to
respond to opportunities for service to my God and my King. I will go where He leads me
even if it is beyond my comfort zone into new uncharted territory. I will attempt to be like
the women in Exodus who were willing-hearted and wise-hearted. I will give willing
service with Joy and Excitement!

My Plan to Accomplish this Discipline:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #4
___________________________________________________________________

My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: __________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

April Week #1 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be”
Take my hands, my feet, my love, at Thy impulse let them move.
Psalm 37:9
For evildoers shall be cut off; but those that wait upon the Lord,
they shall inherit the earth.
Psalm 59:9 Because of His strength will
I wait upon thee; for God is my defense.
Psalm 145:15 Behold, as the eyes of
servants look unto the hand of their
masters, and as the eyes of a maiden
unto the hand of her mistress; so our
eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until
that He have mercy upon us.
Isaiah 40:31 But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint.
I am sure there are a number of ways
these Scriptures can be fulfilled in our lives.
One way is when we have nowhere to turn
in this life for help. We have to wait on the
Lord for our relief or solace.
But another way of waiting on the Lord
is to do His bidding. You are ready to go
into action for Him. You are waiting on Him
as if He was at a banquet and you are part
of His “wait” staff. Psalm 145:15 would
certainly give you that impression.

Recently in a sermon at Oak Grove,
Kreg Levengood gave the example of
tomato plants in a green house. He said
they put large fans on them so that the
tomato plants move. If the plants didn’t
move then when they grew fruit the plants
wouldn’t be strong enough to hold the fruit.
He compared the movement of the
fan to trials in life, but I think it could also be
compared to working for the Lord. I think
this is a great visual. It puts to rest the idea
that we don’t have to work right now for the
Lord.
How can we ever build the Kingdom
if we don’t know how to work? It would also
seem to stand to reason, if we don’t work
now but think we will work at a later time
when Zion comes, we won’t be strong
enough to bear fruit.
Often people don’t know what to do
for the Lord. If you ask the Lord to use you,
He will use you.

By Susan Freeze

Another thought that always comes
to my mind is we are fighting a spiritual
battle. We are in warfare!
Flip has shared with the congregation about his training to go into war
zones. If something unexpected happened
in a war zone, whether it was an accident or
some type of explosion, they lost people—
waiting for medical help. They decided if
they trained everyone in basic first-aid they
were able to save people.
One of the basic elements of that
training was DO SOMETHING!!! Don’t just
stand there. GO INTO ACTION!
D&C 58:6c-f For, behold, it is not meet
that I should command in all things, for
he that is compelled in all things, the
same is a slothful and not a wise
servant; wherefore he receiveth no
reward.
Verily I say, Men should be anxiously
engaged in a good cause, and do many
things of their own free will, and bring to
pass much righteousness; for the power
is in them, wherein they are agents unto
themselves. And inasmuch as men do
good, they shall in nowise lose their
reward.

But he that doeth not anything until he is
commanded, and receiveth a commandment with doubtful heart, and keepeth it
with slothfulness, the same is damned.
That scripture states very clearly that
we should be anxiously engaged in a good
cause.
The Lord expects us to be working.
He does not have to command us in all
things.
In any vehicle, a course correction is
much easier if the vehicle is moving. You
can’t really make a course correction on a
vehicle that is stationary. This is the same
for people. If you are out trying to do good
work, the Lord can direct you more easily
than if you are sitting at home.
DO SOMETHING FOR THE LORD!
Ask Him to use you. He will take you at your
word.

By Susan Freeze

April Week #2 Devotionals & Consideration

Hymn: “Take my life and let it be, consecrated Lord to Thee.”
Romans 12:1-2
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
Have you ever thought of the
Scriptures as scary? This one definitely
causes one to think about what the Lord
expects of our service.
If Paul calls for us to be willing to
“present your bodies a living sacrifice,” I
think that phrase can be a little scary. This
is considered your “reasonable service.”
Reasonable service? When you
read that Scripture, does it say in there to
present yourself when—it is convenient for
you, only on Sunday, when you feel like it, if
you want to,...? It asks us to present
ourselves to God as a living sacrifice. We
need to stand ready…no questions asked.
We need to be ready to sacrifice. Sacrifice
what? Time, convenience, ourselves, our
money, I think the answer is we need to be
ready to sacrifice all of it.
Following God can be scary. John
Eldredge wrote, “Being in partnership with
God...often feels...like being Mel Gibson’s
sidekick in the movie Lethal Weapon. In His
determination to deal with the bad guy, He

leaps from seventh-story balconies into
swimming pools, surprised that we would
have any hesitation in following after Him.”
No one is expecting you to jump off
a seven-story building into a swimming pool,
but sometimes following God, witnessing,
and serving can feel just as intimidating.
All of us are called into service. God
created all of us with a purpose. To fulfill the
measure of our creation should be our goal
every day. Every day brings a new
opportunity to find a way to follow and serve
God.
Often God takes us to uncharted
territory. He may ask us to do something
that seems uncomfortable or he may take
us on a whole new journey.
The following is a testimony from
Rochelle Newell. It was her prayer to be
debt free, but the journey required trusting
God.

By Susan Freeze

It was one thing to desire to be debtfree, but it was a little scary to think about
acting on that. After all, we had built the
house we were living in, we lived next door
to my parents, and things were comfortable. Deep down, Ben and I knew this is
what God was asking us to do.
We had spent much of 2013
teaching the boys about obedience to
God—that sometimes He asks us to do
things that are difficult, or uncomfortable. And now here we were, and God
was asking us to act on these lessons we
had been teaching the boys.
A real life, practical example, for the
boys to see and be part of trusting God and
obeying Him completely…even when it is
uncomfortable.

The rest of the testimony is all the
little details that God brought into play as he
brought us to the house we're in for $5,000
under the asking price on the first day it was
for sale, with two showings scheduled the
next day, how we got a brand new roof and
the house painted as part of the negotiations, and how He taught us patience in the
selling of our previous house.
Where is God calling you? What is
He calling you to do? Are you willing to
follow God? Are you ready to be stretched?
Take time to contemplate presenting
yourself to God a living sacrifice. Pray and
ask the Lord to use and direct you. He may
even use you or direct you today.

By Susan Freeze

April Week #3 Devotionals & Consideration

UNCHARTED TERRITORY

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let it Be”
Take my heart, my mind, my will, Let them be Thy servants still.
Matthew 6:11
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is done in heaven.
Catherine Thomas has a prolife
exhibit that she takes to different events
and rallies. When someone invites her
to their event, just by talking to them,
she can tell if it is someone that thinks it
would be a good idea or someone that
will make it happen. If someone is going
to “make it happen” they ask questions
like how many tables do you need, how
can I best assist you? They are willing to
do whatever it takes.

Several years ago I was traveling
through Mexico City with my wife. It
was nearing dusk and we were on our
way to our hotel. We met a woman in a
wheelchair attempting to cross a busy
intersection. She was having difficulty
doing so and we offered to help her.
We walked with her for a time and as
the final rays of daylight ebbed away, I
asked her which way she needed to go
to return to her home.

Now we have to question
ourselves when we pray, “Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done.” Do we pray it
like it is a good idea or do we pray it like
someone who is going to make it
happen? Are we ready to ask the
questions: How we can assist? Are we
ready to go into action? Are we willing to
help make it happen? What are we
willing to sacrifice?

Fear began to set in. The city
was not safe after dark and my thoughts
turned from her needs to mine. This
was not a safe endeavor for us; we
needed to turn back and get to our
hotel—such were my thoughts. She
pointed in a direction opposite the one
we needed to follow and we parted
ways.

In a sermon, B.J. Schultz gave
the following testimony.

I had been willing to travel the
first mile with her, to help her as long as

By Susan Freeze

my own welfare was not in jeopardy;
however, the second mile was too risky.
Some may say I made a wise
decision in favor of my family’s safety.
Maybe so.
Nevertheless, we did not arrive at
the heart of Zion that night. We had
done that which is commendable in the
eyes of men, but perfection remained
one mile away down a road we were
unwilling to travel.
Also from B.J.’s sermon:
John 12:26 If any man serve Me, let him
follow Me; and where I am, there shall My
servant be; if any man serve Me, him will
My Father honor.

Roman law required a Jew to
carry the burden of a Roman soldier one
mile. Jesus asks two of all who follow
him:
3 Nephi 5:87 And whosoever shall
compel thee to go a mile, go with him
twain.

One mile fulfills our obligation to
others. Two miles fulfills our obligation
to God.
If you want to know how far it is
to Zion, it is two miles. The first mile is
where good people are. It is where we
do good things that are convenient for
us.

In order to get to Zion, we must
go that second mile. The second mile is
where we get to show God’s love more
than ever.
The first mile is convenient, safe
and comfortable.
The second mile takes work and
not seeking or desiring attention for our
good works. The second mile may be
scary, uncomfortable. We may have to
sacrifice things we never thought we
could.
Again, we have to be ready to go
where ever God directs us. This is
possibly uncharted territory for us.
Are we willing to sacrifice by
getting out of our comfort zone? Are we
willing to sacrifice our sins? Are we
willing to sacrifice with our time, talents
and tithes?
Finally, do you want to be someone that thinks the kingdom is a good
idea or someone who wants to make it
happen?
Are you ready to ask God, “What
do I need to do to make the kingdom
happen?”
It is one thing to ask the
question, but don’t ask the question
unless you’re ready for the answer …
and then go the extra mile!

By Susan Freeze

April Week #4 Devotionals & Consideration

UNCHARTED TERRITORY

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let it Be”
Take my silver and my gold; Naught of Thine would I withhold...
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee.
A very interesting scripture
sacrifice comes right out of Genesis.

on

Genesis 4:6 And Adam was obedient
unto the commandments of the Lord.
And after many days, an angel of the
Lord appeared unto Adam, saying, Why
dost thou offer sacrifices unto the Lord?
And Adam said unto him, I know not,
save the Lord commanded me.
Oh, to be so willing as to say, “I don’t
know why I am sacrificing, but the Lord
asked me to do it so I am going to do it.”
Adam doesn’t seem to be grumbling about
this either. He doesn’t complain to the
angel. He simply states I am doing it
because the Lord commanded me to do it.
In the story of Nehemiah it states,
“The people had a mind to work.” Can you
imagine what it would be like if we had a
mind to work for Zion? The people came as
families and built the wall. They built with a
trowel in one hand and a sword in the other.
They worked. It says the walls of Jerusalem
were built in 52 days. If they had a mind to
work, they sacrificed their regular activities
to work for the Lord. They also had to

sacrifice grumbling, complaining, and
gossiping. They had a mind to work. There
are many things about the story of
Nehemiah that could be applied to building
Zion.
The Saints at Kirtland sacrificed to
build the temple. The women cut their hair
to put in the plaster. They broke their china
up to make the plaster sparkle. If you ever
see an original piece of the plaster you can
see the flecks that sparkle. (The original
plaster has been replaced but some of the
original pieces used to be on display in the
museum.)
What are we willing to sacrifice?
Interestingly I wouldn’t mind cutting my hair
or giving up my china. But what about giving
up my smart phone? I will not leave home
without it! I would sacrifice it for the Lord,
but when you read what the saints of old
gave up it boggles the mind.
Parley Pratt walked from St. Louis to
Independence in the winter. That winter was
so bad it is referred to as “the winter of the
deep snow.” He and other missionaries
survived on frozen bread and pork.

By Susan Freeze

Suddenly giving up my smart phone
doesn’t really seem like a sacrifice worth
mentioning.

loved the gospel and were willing to give it
all for the kingdom.

My own great–great grandfather was
a missionary before the missionaries were
paid. I don’t know how they survived.

What are we willing to sacrifice? For
the widow that sacrificed two mites, it wasn’t
the amount that mattered to Jesus. What
mattered was she gave all that she had.

In the Saints Herald of June 12,
1931, is a story of Glaud and Matilda
Rodgers:

We would not have the gospel
without the sacrifice of Christians who went
before us.

“He and his wife often said they
would gladly part with all they had for the
sake of the gospel and, they had done so.”
Glaud was a missionary in Australia for five
years.

Just like the story of Glaud and
Matilda, our church has many testimonies of
Latter Day Saints who gave their all for the
gospel.

“His father disinherited him because
Glaud joined the church. After his father
died his brothers gave him a portion. Glaud
and Matilda were going to use the money to
buy a home in Independence.
“His homecoming was a joyous
meeting with young children that didn’t
remember him. Once they had picked out
their home to be, Glaud told Matilda that
“Brother Joseph (III) had asked him to go on
another mission!
“Of course he would not go, He
could not; he had for years known no
regular income, except what their own
industry and the kindness of the Saints
provided.
“But the laborers were few and the
calls for preaching were many. ‘Are you
satisfied,’ his wife asked softly, ‘that we
have sacrificed enough?’”
Glaud went on that mission. He died
in the mission field at a time when the
church didn’t even have enough money to
bring home the body for burial.

Are we willing to give it all? Are we
willing to ask God what he wants of us? Are
we willing to give up those things that
consume our time? Are we ready to ask
what we need to do to build the kingdom?
But more importantly, we need to be
willing to move out when he asks us. This
may take us to uncharted territory. This may
take us out of our comfort zone. We need to
be ready to go the extra mile!
Lectures on Faith 6:7a-d
Let us here observe, that a religion that
does not require the sacrifice of all things,
never has power sufficient to produce the
faith necessary unto life and salvation; for
from the first existence of man, the faith
necessary unto the enjoyment of life and
salvation never could be obtained without
the sacrifice of all earthly things; it was
through this sacrifice, and this only, that
God has ordained that men should enjoy
eternal life; and it is through the medium of
the sacrifice of all earthly things, that men
do actually know that they are doing the
things that are well pleasing in the sight of
God.

That family sacrificed it all. They had
a mind to work. They didn’t say we have
done enough. Let someone else do it. They

By Susan Freeze

Preparation Guide for May’s Devotionals

Am I willing to enter into a covenant to serve Him all the remainder of my days?
Week #1 - Living in Covenant - What Did it Mean to the Hebrews?
Week #2 - Why Should I Want To Live in Covenant Today?
Week #3 - How to Enter into Covenant and What Do I Promise?
Week #4 - Making a Plan for Accountability

This
question
that
Pat
Chadwick asked me to explore and
use as our theme, “Am I willing to
enter into a covenant to serve him
all the remainder of my days?”
brings me back to my childhood days
shortly after I was baptized.
For three years I learned from
the book “Living in Covenant” by
Annette Burkart, my aunt. This book
has influenced my life as much as
our three books of Scripture and is
still useful even today. When I want
to get back to basics, and see the
simplicity of the gospel as King
Benjamin and Nephi reference
(II Nephi 13:3-5 and Mosiah 1:86),
this upper
elementary
school
curriculum is a great place to look.
LOOK at what happens when
you and God share a covenant
relationship!

Psalm 111:4-9 He hath made his
wonderful works to be remembered; the Lord is gracious and
full of compassion. He hath given
meat unto them that fear him; He
will ever [always] be mindful of His
covenant. He hath shown His
people the power of His works,
that He may give them the
heritage of the nations.
The
works of His hands are verity and
judgment [or faithful and just]; all
His commandments are sure.
They stand fast forever and ever,
and are done in truth and uprightness. He sent redemption [Jesus,
the New Covenant] unto His
people; He hath commanded His
covenant
forever;
holy
and
reverend [or holy and awesome] is
His name.
Again, Verse 5 – He will ever
be mindful of his covenant.

By Jill Gowan

Eighth challenge in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
Am I willing to enter into a covenant with my Lord to serve Him all the
remainder of my days?
Lord, who shall abide in the tabernacle? Who shall dwell in Thy holy hill of Zion? He that walketh uprightly,
and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor
doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor. In whose eyes a vile person is
condemned; but he honoreth them that fear the Lord; sweareth not falsely to hurt any man, and changeth
not. He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth
these things shall never be moved. Psalm 15:1-5

Action: Prepare a written plan of the manner in which you will live your life
from this day forward. Include statements about the temporal, physical
and spiritual aspects of how your life will be lived. Sign this covenant and
read it at least once per week.
This Month I will remember my baptism and the first covenant I made with the
Father. I will set goals for this week, this month, this year, that will be in line with
my written “life plan.” I will record the progress of this “covenant” each week.

My Plan to Accomplish this Discipline:
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Week #1
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Week #2
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Week #3
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Week #4
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: ____________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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May Week #1 Devotionals & Consideration

Living in Covenant - What did it Mean to the Hebrews?
A Covenant is an agreement
between two parties that is more
binding than a contract because it
cannot be broken except through
death.
The ancient Hebrews practiced
covenants as part of their culture. They
knew that covenant meant sacrifice and
surety. Sacrifice because they knew
that covenants came with conditions
and often were difficult to fulfill. Surety
because they knew the other party
would fulfill their pledge no matter what.
And they would do the same. They had
great assurance in their life when
covenant was involved.
Let’s explore how a covenant
was created by the ancient Hebrews
and then see how that is relevant to
us today. There are several types of
covenants: marriage covenants, covenants between nations or individuals,
blood covenants, baptismal covenants,
the everlasting covenant, etc. The most
common example of the ancient Hebrew
covenant is that of a blood covenant.
According to author Marvin Wilson, a
converted Jew, as well as Rivkah
ministries and many other Old
Testament scholars, there are six Steps
performed when creating a Blood
Covenant. (Some references say seven,
but we’ll stay with six for our
discussion.) The two parties involved
would:

1. Discuss Terms: The two
people or tribes would sit down and
discuss the terms of the proposed
covenant.
2. Choose Representatives: In
the case of covenants among tribes or
groups, each tribe would select a
representative for its specific tribe.
These individuals would become
responsible for their respective tribes
during the creation of the covenant.
3. Exchange Weapons and
Garments: Each representative would
then pledge his life, loyalty, and honor to
the other as they went through a
ceremony in which they would exchange
weapons and garments representative
of offering their authority and power for
the benefit of the other.
4. Cut the Covenant: The representatives from each tribe would next
perform a blood sacrifice of a pure
animal. Each representative would
make the ceremonial, “walk of blood” as
they would walk to and fro between the
pieces of a sacrificed animal. Part of
Abraham’s cutting of the covenant
included circumcision for his household.
5. Share Meal: After the “walk
of blood,” the entire family or tribe would
participate in the covenant meal which
usually included bread and wine.

By Jill Gowan

6.
Exchange Names: The
names of the representatives and those
represented would finally be changed or
merged to reflect the newly formed
covenant relationship.
Probably most of you are familiar
with the specific ways that Christ fulfilled
the ancient blood covenant. He is the
reason we will be blessed when keeping
our covenant with God. He has been
called the mediator of the New
Covenant, thus our representative. This
subject alone could be a month’s worth
of devotions but we’ll look just briefly at
how beautifully Christ meets the terms
of the final blood covenant with his life
and death.
1. The Covenant terms were
discussed and decided on when Christ
and God discussed how mankind could
be saved and Christ offered to go to
earth taking upon Him sin and
overcoming sin in exchange for life
eternal.
Genesis 3:3 But behold my beloved Son
which was my beloved and chosen from
the beginning, said unto me; Father, thy
will be done, and the glory be thine
forever.

Christ reaffirms the terms in His
prayer to the Father in the garden of
Gethsemane.
2.
Christ became the
representative for all mankind because
of his willingness to do the Father’s will.
This is referenced in Genesis
above, as well as in the Garden of
Gethsemane, Matthew 26:36 Not as I will,
but as Thou wilt. and, 2 Corinthians 5:21,
For he (the Father) hath made him to be
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God
in him.

3. His weapon and garment,
representative of His righteousness,

power, and authority are offered to us
through him taking our garment of sin
and giving us His white garment of
righteousness. We have little to offer in
exchange except our faith.
Genesis 15:12 And it came to pass that
Abram looked forth and saw the days of
the Son of Man, and was glad, and his
soul found rest, and he believed in the
Lord; and the Lord counted it unto him
for righteousness.
2 Nephi 3:117 And behold they are
righteous forever; for because of their
faith in the Lamb of God, their garments
are made white in his blood.

Also see Alma 3:39 and 5:42 which
show the importance of us taking on
Christ’s white garment in order to be
part of His Kingdom. When His
righteous garment covers us, it
becomes a strength.
Isaiah 41:10 I will strengthen thee; yea, I
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of my righteousness.

The weapon Christ gives is His
sword of the spirit, in other words, His
Word and His Holy Spirit, which only
happens once we have entered into
covenant. The Holy Spirit brings peace
and discernment as our weapons to
combat trials big and small!
John 14:26-27 But the Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you. Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you; not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

4. He is the sacrificed lamb.
This part of Jesus fulfilling the blood
covenant is well documented and wellknown. Just last month Elder Steve
Mapes reminded us on Easter Sunday
that traditionally the sacrificial lamb was
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slain at 3:00 in the afternoon. At that
exact time, Christ committed His Spirit
to the Father and died. Traditionally the
lambs could not have spot or blemish,
nor broken bones. Likewise Christ had
no sin and did not have his legs broken
as often was done in crucifixions.
Hebrews 9:12 Neither by the blood of
goats and calves, but by his own blood
he entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for
us.

As far as circumcision as part of
cutting the covenant, the Apostle Paul
testifies that Christ will circumcise our
hearts. The book of Deuteronomy
30:6 also affirms this, And the Lord thy
God will circumcise thine heart, and the
heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy
God with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul, that thou mayest live.

See the promise in the
introduction again which is made to the
children of covenant.
5. The Covenant meal was
commemorated during the Last Supper
and is today remembered through the
Lord’s Supper each month.
Matthew 26 And as they were eating,
Jesus took bread and brake it, and
blessed it, and gave to his disciples, and
said, Take, eat; this is in remembrance of
my body which I give a ransom for you.
And he took the cup, and gave thanks,
and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all
of it. For this is in remembrance of my
blood of the new testament (covenant),
which is shed for as many as shall
believe on my name, for the remission of
their sins.
And I give unto you a
commandment, that ye shall observe to
do the things which ye have seen me do,
and bear record of me even unto the end.

his followers. They were baptized and
had entered covenant with him.
6. The exchange of names
occurs by both parties. Christ, the
mediator, took on the name the Son of
Man as well as the Son of God. We take
on the name of Christ when we enter
covenant by becoming the Children of
God, or Christians.
Ephesians 3:14-15 For this reason I bow
my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, from whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named.

In scripture, the first clear
example we see of a blood covenant is
that of Abraham and God entering
covenant, found in Genesis 15-17.
Genesis 17:8-12 But as for thee, behold, I
will make my covenant with thee, and
thou shalt be a father of many nations.
And this covenant I make, that thy
children may be known among all
nations. Neither shall thy name any more
be called Abram, but thy name shall be
called Abraham; for a father of many
nations have I made thee. And I will make
thee exceedingly fruitful, and I will make
nations of thee, and kings shall come of
thee, and of thy seed. And I will establish
a covenant of circumcision with thee,
and it shall be my covenant between me
and thee, and thy seed after thee, in their
generations…And thou shalt observe to
keep all my covenants wherein I
covenanted with thy fathers; and thou
shalt keep the commandments which I
have given thee with mine own mouth,
and I will be a God unto thee and thy
seed after thee.

Some may also argue that Adam
entered covenant when he was baptized
in Genesis 6. Though I believe this to
be true, not all steps of a covenant are
mentioned, so I’ll leave that to another
discussion.

If you read the passage entirely,
you will notice that those participating in
the Last Supper were those who were
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See also Genesis 17:12, the
story of God covenanting with Abraham
through Isaac, which is a perfect
foreshadowing of God as He provides
covenant to us through Jesus. This story
alone could be an entire month’s worth
of devotions, but I’ll leave you with a few
scriptures to ponder in your own study
of it.
Another example of a blood
covenant is David and Jonathan’s
covenant found in I Samuel 18. This
story references each of the steps in
making a covenant as mentioned above
and I won’t go through each but it is
worth your time to re-read.
I feel and have felt several times
while writing this that it’s extremely
important to grasp the foundational idea
that the reason their covenant began
was not as a desire to get something
from each other, nor out of need, but
stemmed from mutual love initiated by
the party in authority, or with royal
blood.
This is clear from verse 3 in
I Samuel which says, Then Jonathan
and David made a covenant because
he loved him as his own soul. “Him”
is referencing Jonathan (from the royal
household, King Saul’s son) as can be
seen from verse 1: The soul of
Jonathan was knit with the soul of
David because Jonathan loved him
as his own soul.

I John 4:9-10 In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God
sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
that He loved us, and sent his son to be
the propitiation for our sins.

Most commonly quoted is:
John 3:16 For God so loved the world
that He gave His only Begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.

Obviously we had nothing to do
with initiating love or the covenant.
Our decision to enter into
Covenant should not just be out of
wanting to keep the ancient law and
receive the blessings that are promised,
but should flow from a desire in our
heart to live with Him because we love
him.
The symbolism of the blood
covenant is obviously beautiful and
gives us confidence that Christ is the
only one who has fulfilled every aspect
of the detailed plan God laid out.
Realizing and appreciating the spirit of
the Covenant and sensing God’s great
love for us is ultimately what should
bring us to our knees in humility with a
desire to live the covenant life with Him.

Similarly does a marriage
covenant stem from love and has
traditionally been initiated by the male
who is in God’s eyes the spiritual
authority in a household. Likewise,
God’s desire for covenant with us began
by Him loving us from the day He
created us. God’s love for us and his
promises to us, only come through His
love for His Only Begotten Son. This is
revealed many places in His word, but
here are a few reminders to let it sink in.
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May Week #2 Devotionals & Consideration

Why Should I Want to Live in Covenant Today?
Whenever someone challenges
you with something new, and encourages you to try it, are you skeptical? Do
you want to know why you should try it?
Most of us at least desire a
reason for trying something new. In like
manner, you might ask, “Why should I
want to make the sacrifices to live in
covenant?”
If you combine a study of God’s
word with an observance of people’s
lives—those who have done such as
this, you will see two main reasons why
living in Covenant has such great
benefits: the NOW blessings and the
FUTURE blessings!
When we choose to begin living
in Covenant with God now, He promises
many specific blessings for our life here
on Earth—not that life will always be
easy—but, that we will be encouraged
along the way.
How do I know this to be true?
First, take a look at Mosiah 1:58 which
promises, He [the Lord] doth require that
ye should do as He hath commanded
you, for which if ye do, He doth
immediately bless you....

When I am struggling to feel the
NOW blessings, because I have had
disappointments, hurts, things that stir
up anger in my heart, and so on, I try to
make a list of my past blessings and see
what the Scriptures promise for the
NOW blessings.

Maybe you have done this and
find it helpful, too. As D&C 1:7 tells us,
we can be assured that God will keep
His
promises.
Search
these
commandments, for they are true and
faithful, and the prophecies and
promises which are in them shall all be
fulfilled.

Let’s look at just a few of these
NOW blessings. Our Loving Maker
desires to grant us peace and strength
in hard times in our life. As you read
and bask in His promises, look for the
requirements on your part also.
Alma 17:3 ...whosoever shall put their
trust in God, shall be supported in their
trials, and in their troubles, and their
afflictions, and shall be lifted up at the
last day.
Phillipians 4:7-9 And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.... Those things, which ye
have both learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in me, do; and the God
of peace shall be with you.
D&C 10 Seek not for riches, but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God
shall be unfolded unto you, and then
shall you be made rich; behold he that
hath eternal life is rich.
D&C 6:4a Verily, verily, I say unto you,
even as you desire of Me, so shall it be
done unto you; and, if you desire you
shall be the means of doing much good
in your generation.
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Volumes could be written
pertaining to the blessings that follow
good stewardship.
Perhaps best known, and with
good reason, are these Scriptures:
Malachi 3:10 Bring ye all the tithes into
the storehouse, that there may be meat in
Mine house, and prove Me now herewith
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open
you the windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing that there shall not be
room enough to receive it. And I will
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and
he shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground...And all nations shall call you
blessed, for ye shall be a delightsome
land, saith the Lord of hosts.”

D&C 129:8b-h reminds us that
we should heed the many revelations to
pay our tithing and give free-will
offerings and consecrations to the
Bishop, and, until we do, we as a people
cannot receive the blessings that have
been looked for in Zion.
Counsel in D&C 130 tells us to
exercise the principal of sacrifice and
the repression of unnecessary wants in
order to get rid of debt. This was said to
be applied in our private lives as well as
to the Church as a whole.
Do any of us have need to
alleviate debt in our lives, or perhaps
desire to help others in need, or give to
the Lord’s work at large?
Fulfilling this portion of our
Covenant lifestyle assuredly will bless
us NOW in this world as well as in the
Eternal world ahead.
In addition to keeping the
financial law and receiving the above
blessings, there are the blessings
granted due to keeping other stewardship laws.
This includes financial, physical
and spiritual stewardship.

One of my favorite promises is to
our nation:
II Nephi 1:12-13, 20-21 And if it so be that
they shall serve Him according to the
commandments which He hath given, it
shall be a land of liberty unto them....
And if it so be that they shall keep His
commandments, they shall be blessed
upon the face of this land, and there shall
be none to molest them, nor to take away
the land of their inheritance; and they
shall dwell safely forever.

Now let us look forward to the
FUTURE blessings of eternal life—
living in the presence of our Savior and
His love—and being free from pain;
which is, of course, so important in
remembering why we’re choosing the
often-challenging Covenant-way of life!
Here are a few examples of the
FUTURE blessings to keep in mind
when struggling with following through
with our part of the “deal.”
FUTURE
blessings
would
include, of course, the gift of Eternal Life
as stated in numerous places. But what
comes along with Eternal Life?
D&C 51:5b
And whoso is found a
faithful, a just, and a wise steward, shall
enter into the joy of his Lord, and shall
inherit eternal life.
D&C 95:3b ...and I will try you, and prove
you herewith; and whoso layeth down his
life in My cause, [a life lived in Covenant]
for My name’s sake, shall find it again;
even life eternal.

This Scripture brings a blessing
that we all hope for in our lifetime, but if
not in our lifetime, then we will look
forward to it in the FUTURE:
Isaiah 51:11 Therefore the redeemed of
the Lord shall return, and come with
singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy
and holiness shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy; and
sorrow and mourning shall flee away.
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FUTURE blessings continue:
D&C 76 For thus saith the Lord, I the
Lord, am merciful and gracious unto
those who fear Me, and delight to honor
those who serve Me in righteousness
and in truth unto the end; great shall be
their reward, and eternal shall be their
glory....

The following poem was
written by my great uncle, Patriarch
Bill J. Dollins:
Grant me, O Lord, just this one day,
The strength to live for Thee;
Not for tomorrow’s needs I pray,

Alma 19:44 And then shall it come to
pass that the spirits of those who are
righteous, are received into a state of
happiness, which called paradise; a state
of rest; a state of peace, where they shall
rest from all their troubles, and from all
care and sorrow.

And here is my personal favorite
FUTURE blessing. This is a promise
that will come if we are found keeping
the commandments—and what a
marvelous promise it is!
Mosiah 1:88-91 ...I would desire that ye
should consider on the blessed and
happy state of those that keep the commandments of God. For behold they are
blessed in all things, both temporal and
spiritual; and if they hold out faithful to
the end, they are received into heaven,
that thereby they may dwell with God in a
state of never ending happiness.
O
remember, remember that these things
are true; for the Lord God hath spoken it.

Notice that each of these
blessings do carry conditions.
The
conditions are where we need to focus
our heart and energy; the blessings will
flow freely thereafter.
Later, I will share several stories
of times I have tested the Lord’s
promises and He has followed through
with the blessings He promised.
Most of the promises found in
Scripture are specifically for those who
have entered into Covenant with God.
Making Covenant assures us of
His blessings!

Nor rest my thoughts on yesterday,
But humbly seek Thy loving way,
And feel Thee close to me.

I can’t re-live my yesterday;
For me, tomorrow may not be;
My time of service is today,
So wilt Thou help me, Lord, I pray,
To live my life in such a way,
That I may walk with Thee.

In close communion may I stay,
And with Thee ever be;
When sunlight sends its shining ray
To herald in each bright new day,
Then grant me strength,
O Lord, to say,
Just let me live today for Thee.

Also, on the next page
you will find a song titled “I’ll Live in
Covenant.” It may be sung to the tune
of “Blessed Assurance.”
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I’LL

LIVE

IN

COVENANT

I’ll live in Cove—nant, Dear Lord with thee;
My life must sh—ow, my love for Thee.
My words and deeds now, must clearly show;
That your great love, Lord, I’ve come to know.
CHORUS:
To live in Cove—nant, Dear Lord with thee;
To live in Cove—nant, I’ve promised Thee.
Day, by day and eternally,
I’ll live in Cove—nant, Dear Lord, with Thee.
Not my own will, Lord, this I can say,
Not for one moment to have my way;
Thy plan is best and this now I know,
Lead where Thou wilt, Lord, I’ll gladly go.
(REPEAT CHORUS)
Thou has a plan, Lord, for me each day,
Some prayer to offer, some word to say.
Make Thy will known, now, that I may see,
Whatever pa—th, Thou hast for me.
(REPEAT CHORUS)
Thou has a place, now, for me to fill,
Where I can kn—ow, and do thy will;
Thou hast a work, Lord, for me to do,
To share that others may know you, too.
(REPEAT CHORUS)
A word to comfort, someone that’s dear,
A song to gladden, a smile to cheer,
In all these ways, Lord, our lives can show,
As Cove—nant children, Your love we know.
(REPEAT CHORUS)
Help me to learn, Lord, the Cove—nant way,
I want my li—fe, to always say;
That I am living, day by day,
Always, only, the Cove—nant way.
(REPEAT CHORUS)
(author unknown—sung to the tune of “Blessed Assurance”)
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May Week #3 Devotionals & Consideration

How to Enter into Covenant, and, What Do I Promise to Do?
Now that you’ve read a handful
of God’s promises to His Covenant
children, are you desirous to make your
Covenant, or renew the one you’ve
already made?
If you haven’t made Covenant
yet, here are the simple steps to start:
1. Repent
2. Believe in Jesus as the Savior
3. Be Baptized
See the words of the Lord that
confess these principles in the five
Scriptures below.
If you’ve already made your
Covenant, perhaps reading through the
following Scriptures will prove to be a
reminder as to why you did this, or a
conviction to start again!
Ether 2:4 And if it so be that they repent
and come unto the Father in the name of
Jesus, they shall be received into the
kingdom of God.
D&C 16:4e Take upon you the name of
Christ, and speak the truth in soberness;
and as many as repent, and are baptized
in My name, which is Jesus Christ, and
endure to the end, the same shall be
saved.
2 Nephi 6:48 And He commandeth all
men that they must repent, and be
baptized in His name, having perfect faith

in the Holy One of Israel, or they can not
be saved in the kingdom of God.
Alma 5:25
Therefore come and be
baptized unto repentance, that ye may be
washed from your sins, that ye may have
faith on the Lamb of God, who taketh
away the sins of the world, who is mighty
to save and to cleanse from all
unrighteousness.
Genesis 6:62 Even so ye must be born
again, into the kingdom of heaven, of
water, and of the Spirit, and be cleansed
by blood, even the blood of Mine Only
Begotten; that ye may be sanctified from
all sin; and enjoy the words of Eternal
Life in this world, and Eternal Life in the
world to come; even immortal glory.

These five Scriptures and many
others describe the way we enter into
Covenant, and most of us may have
already done this. Sometimes I fear that
we forget, however, that coming unto
Christ and repenting is a continual
process as we grow “here a little and
there a little.”
Daily repentance may be the
most important part of fulfilling our
Covenant promises.
The
softened
heart
that
accompanies true repentance allows us
to keep the commandments out of love
and a proper desire.
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Proverbs 3:1 ...but let thine heart keep
My commandments.

thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.

D&C 6:4b Say nothing but repentance
unto this generation: keep My commandments, and assist to bring forth My work
according to My commandments, and
you shall be blessed.

We all know these are the two
greatest commandments, and we are all
probably trying to apply them. If you
have some people in your life that are
difficult to love, I’d like to share two
things that have blessed me when trying
to “love the unlovable.”

WHAT DO I PROMISE TO DO?
What do the Scriptures say
about Covenant living today? What is
it? What does it require of us? Once we
have taken the steps into Covenant
living, what else does the Lord require?
The short answer is: Keep the
Commandments!
Most of us can quickly think of
the basic requirements or commandments that we hear often, such as
repenting, praying, fasting, studying
God’s word and loving God and others
with all our heart. There are many
others, less talked about, but perhaps
just as important.
As I share some of these, I hope
the correlating Scriptures and testimonies will challenge you anew in your
Covenant relationship. This is not an
exhaustive list of His commands, but
reminders that I hope each one of us will
implement, if we aren’t already doing so.
I have been personally blessed
on multiple occasions by following the
Lord’s gentle commands, and I trust that
similar blessings will come to you, too.
1. LOVE THE LORD AND OTHERS
Mark 12:34-36 And Jesus answered him,
The first of all the commandments is;
Hearken, and hear, O Israel; The Lord our
God is one Lord; And thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength. This is the first
commandment. And the second is like
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as

The first is an understanding that
people need love shown differently.
Gary Chapman’s book, “The
Five Love Languages” was revolutionary
for me in dealing with a couple of people
in my life. One I’ll share. One of my
children at about age seven was
regularly acting rejected, defensive and
depressed.
When I read Chapman’s book, I
tried to apply the five different ways he
suggested love should be shown: touch,
words of affirmation, quality time, acts of
service, and gifts. It was a trial and
error process and a little bit of detective
work, but it made the difference! We
turned the corner and our relationship
changed for the better.
I tend to show love through acts
of service and words of appreciation.
Also, physical touch is an easy one for
me to express with little children. These
three love languages did not speak love
to this child at all! I might as well have
been speaking Chinese.
Hugs and
kisses were followed by a push, a frown
and a wiped cheek. Quality time was a
little helpful. The final one I tried, gifts,
really opened this child’s heart. I was
shocked, because gifts have never been
important to me, not even when I was a
child.
Love languages can also change
with age so if you “figure it out” don’t sit
back and relax too long, because the
great divide can happen again.
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This principle applies with
anyone, not just children. I challenge
you to try sharing love in a new way with
someone you are having trouble
connecting with.
The second testimony happened
when I was a Sophomore in high school.
A girl named Jennifer had been a friend
of mine since age six. We carpooled to
dance lessons and were in school
together. Eventually she and her mom
joined our church. As we grew older we
drifted apart due to a move, different
schools, but most of all, different life
choices.
Even though we attended
church together, I really had a tough
time loving her.
She had a chip on her shoulder,
was cutting with her words, and in my
opinion quite negative. I began praying
about how to love this girl. I knew she
had low self esteem and conflicts at
home between her parents, so she
needed friends.
I really didn’t know how to reach
her and my heart was hard towards her.
After praying for many months, one
Sunday morning while getting ready for
church and being in prayer, I was filled
from head to toe with love for her. At
that moment I was brought to tears and I
felt I would do anything in the world for
her.

and as all have not faith, seek ye
diligently and teach one another words of
wisdom; yea, seek ye out of the best
books of wisdom; seek learning even by
study, and also by faith.

And here is a Scripture blessing:
Proverbs 3:1-2 Forget not My law [which
means we have to learn it first]; but let
thine heart keep My commandments; For
length of days, and long life, and peace
shall they add to thee.

Seeking instruction and gaining
wisdom go along with study.
Proverbs 4 [selected verses] Let thine
heart retain My words; keep My
commandments, and live. Get wisdom,
get understanding; forget it not; neither
decline from the words of My mouth.
Forsake her not [wisdom], and she shall
keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing;
therefore get wisdom; and with all thy
getting get understanding. Take fast
hold of instruction; let her not go; keep
her; for she is thy life. Let them not
depart from thine eyes; keep them in the
midst of thine heart. For they are life
unto those that find them, and health to
all their flesh.

I had an experience back in my
late teen years where I committed to
studying my Scriptures for 30 minutes
per day and fasting once per week.

For the first time in my life, I
knew what it meant to love someone by
the Spirit. This was simply a gift God
gave me out of His grace, but only
because I asked and prepared. It did
change the way I was able to treat her.

I can tell you that after several
weeks of doing so, the Lord really
opened my awareness and understanding of the Scriptures in a way that I
had never experienced before.

If we have the desire to keep this
first commandment, God will bless us
with the ability to love everyone,
especially the unlovable!

During this time of diligent study,
the Lord was able to give me answers to
problems that I was facing by bringing
His word to my mind.

2. STUDY

At other times, I have had some
long periods when Scripture study and
fasting was not part of my life at all. My
spirit withered as did my hope; my

D&C 85:36a Therefore, verily I say unto
you, my friends, Call your solemn
assembly, as I have commanded you;
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family suffered and I lost interest in
keeping my Covenant as a result.
Once I began following Alma 16,
which states that if we will exercise our
desire to believe by experimenting on
God’s Word the Lord will cause a
swelling in our bosom to sprout and
begin to grow. He says we will know it
is a good seed. This promise is true! It
works!!
Just two weeks ago from the
time of this writing, I was driving to work
desiring of God to know what needed to
change in my life. I had been in a
spiritual wasteland for over two years.
[I use that term not as an overstatement.
It was not just a spiritual drought, but a
completely barren wasteland.] While
driving to work, I had the feeling that
what I needed was to experiment on
God’s Word again.
God specifically placed in my
mind to start by reading Alma 16. I’m
not sure why because I had not been
reading the Book of Mormon or any
Scriptures for many months.
The next morning as I was
leaving for work, I saw a CD of one of
John Larson’s Sunday School classes
from last fall lying on my desk. I took it
with me in the car, not knowing what it
was about because I hadn’t been at
church that Sunday to hear it.
When I started listening, the
ENTIRE class was on Alma 16. God
provided just what I needed at the very
time I needed it.
The point is that He is anxious to
bless us and fulfill His part of the
Covenant—but we must do our part!
3. PRAY AND FAST
Helaman 2:31 Nevertheless, they did fast
and pray oft, and did wax stronger and
stronger in their humility, and firmer and
firmer in the faith of Christ, unto the
filling their souls with joy and

consolation, yea, even to the purifying
and the sanctification of their hearts,
which sanctification cometh because of
their yielding their hearts unto God.
4 Nephi 1:13-14 And they did not walk
any more after the performances and
ordinances of the Law of Moses, but they
did walk after the commandments which
they had received from their Lord and
their God, continuing in fasting and
prayer, and in meeting together oft, both
to pray and to hear the Word of the Lord.
And it came to pass that there was no
contention among all the people, in all
the land, but there were mighty miracles
wrought among the disciples of Jesus.

When prayer and fasting are
coupled together, great things happen!
The act of fasting teaches us
that God is our provider—it emphasizes
our frail human state—all in a way that,
to my knowledge, no other spiritual
discipline does. His Spirit is able to
reach us and reveal to us in profound
ways, and thus our faith grows.
Try it on a regular basis. I look
forward to hearing what you discover.
4. BE A GOOD STEWARD
A friend of mine, Corey Stark,
recently sent me the following testimony
about applying God’s financial law and
how it has blessed his life and that of his
family.
Corey writes: “Tithing has been
something I firmly believe in—
regardless of the spiritual state of the
Church. The blessings of God are
eternal. Growing up, I had always heard
of tithing but had never tithed regularly.
When I was first out of college, I finally
took inventory and calculated I owed
$154 in tithing. I didn’t have the money
and was working on a farm that summer
for [a whopping] $3.25 per hour. My
expenses were few and I was sharing a
house with my sister and brother-in-law.
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“I decided I would sacrifice
something to save the money, so for
three weeks I rode my bike to work [and
everywhere] to save gas money, and
after about a month I got paid one week
[cash] and had exactly $154.
“I was so happy. I put the cash in
my sock and rode my bike home [Blue
Springs at the time] with the full intent of
putting that cash in an envelope as soon
as possible and sending it to the
Bishop.
“I walked in the house and my
sister was crying. We had all gathered
in and no one had any steady work yet.
She said the propane tank went out and
she didn’t know what to do—there was
no hot water in the house and she was
nursing my nephew.
“Times were hard. She had no
money either, but she called the
propane company and they brought the
minimum amount of propane and said
that she could come to the office to pay
the bill. They left the bill with her. It was
$152. She was crying because she
didn’t know what to do and how the bill
was going to get paid.
“Without a word, I pulled out the
[soggy] cash from my sock [summer
time—riding the bike and sweating], and
presented it to her. She was elated
beyond words.
“I was not able to put the money
in the envelope for the Bishop that day,
but I knew her need was greater. I felt
God wanted me to learn that it is always
important that we meet our basic living
needs and serve others with our
substance. I was able to keep riding
my bike, and by the end of the summer I
did send the $154 to the Church. I have
never regretted it.
“In paying tithing for 30-ish years
I have found many blessings. One
blessing is simply this: each year I have
owed more tithing than the previous
year, which is simply an indicator that

God increases our increase if we are
faithful to Him.
“After Marji and I owned our first
house, we were about to outgrow it and
decided it was time to move. We put up
a FOR SALE BY OWNER sign. I had
calculated our tithing for that year, but
had not taken the time to send in the
statement to the Bishop as I had in
years past—believing that it was ‘more
of a formality’ than necessary.
“But there was this burning
feeling that if I would take care of filling
out the statement and send it in perhaps
our house would sell.
“One night, I felt urged to
complete the accounting part and as I
signed the paper on our kitchen table
and put it in the envelope [I was going to
deliver it to the post office in the morning
so it would arrive to the Church ASAP], I
picked up my Bible, and it fell out of my
hands onto the kitchen table. It opened
exactly to the verse in Malachi stating, I
will pour you out a blessing without
room to receive. The Spirit burned in
confirmation.
“That morning I dropped off the
envelope on the way to work. By the
time I arrived at work there was a
message from Marji to call home [precell phone days]. I called home and
Marji said a family called to make an
offer on the house—full asking price—
and they made the offer at the exact
time I was putting the tithing envelope in
the post office box.
“Even more so, we wanted
whoever purchased our house to have
the same spiritual blessing we had had
there—it turned out the family were
Church members, too.
They still
live there to this day [22 years later].
“I have many times received
blessings in multiples of the amount I
tithed. A few years ago I filed our tithing
and on the very next day was offered a
contract for [exactly] 10 times the
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amount I had just commited to pay in
tithing. That has happened more than
once.”
Corey obviously has implemented one aspect of his financial
covenant with the Lord. He references
the familiar promise in Malachi which is
similarly referenced in 3 Nephi 11:13-15.
Many of you have similar stories
to share about financial stewardship.
This command should be a pleasure to
us as we see the enormous NOW
blessings that follow.
I would suggest we should also
be a good steward over our bodies and
God’s world.

age, thanks to my mother. It seems that
our fast-paced world makes it even
more of a challenge to have time for
others.
Just two minutes ago, my son
Josh asked his brother, “Do you want to
watch that show?” Jacob’s reply was,
“Don’t watch TV Josh. It’s a waste of
time.”
Is there any area that you can
improve your stewardship over your
time, which really isn’t yours anyway, is
it?
5. FORGIVE

D&C 85:38b addresses specific
ways we are to take care of our bodies:

Two other ways we have
promised to keep our Covenant with our
Lord, is to forgive others and serve
others.

Cease to sleep longer than is needful;
retire to thy bed early, that ye may not be
weary; arise early, that your bodies and
your minds may be invigorated.

Matthew 6:16 For if you forgive men their
trespasses, ...your heavenly Father will
also forgive you....

Also read D&C 119 and all of
D&C 86.
Perhaps this is one of the
clearest Scriptures, which states the
importance of the stewardship over our
own bodies:
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Know ye not that
your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of
God and ye are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price; therefore glorify God
in your body, and in your spirit, which
are God’s.

The story of the talents found in
Matthew 25 positively pronounces the
way the Lord desires to bless us for the
wise use of our money and talents.
D&C 60:3e Thou shalt not idle away thy
time; neither shalt thou bury thy talent
that it may not be known.

Using time wisely is a stewardship I was blessed to learn at a young

Perhaps the latter is easier than
the former for many of you. When
forgiveness seems like a difficult task,
may I remind you that forgiveness is a
mental choice, not a feeling.
I have several times made the
mental choice to forgive someone that I
did not FEEL like forgiving. Upon doing
so [forgiving], the Lord softened my
heart toward that person afterward.
Perhaps you remember hearing
the testimony of Corrie Ten Boon who
had been confined in the Nazi
concentration camp at Ravensbruck.
Years later while speaking about her
years in bondage, she came face to
face with one of her captors, the very
one who was responsible for her sister
Betsy’s execution.
Corrie
states
that
she
immediately felt hatred toward this man,
who now was no longer a Nazi soldier
but a professed Christian.

By Jill Gowan

He confronted her and asked for
her forgiveness. In her own words she
says, “I could NOT forgive him. I only
remembered how he tortured my sister
Betsy.”
However, she remembered the
Lord’s command that we are required to
forgive everyone or we will not receive
forgiveness of our own sin.
She told the man that she did
forgive him and she states that instantly
she felt her heart change. She states,
“You have never felt the ocean of God’s
love until you forgive your enemies.”
6. SERVE
Another way we should hold up
our Covenant is to serve others. This
one we know to be true from the many
Scriptures that deal with service. I’ll
remind you of just a few.
Galatians 5:13
another.

By love serve one

Mosiah 1:49 And behold, I tell you these
things that ye may learn wisdom; that ye
may learn that when ye are in the service
of your fellow beings, ye are only in the
service of your God.
D&C 4:1b Therefore, O ye that embark in
the service of God, see that ye serve Him
with all your heart, might, mind, and
strength, that ye may stand blameless
before God at the last day.

Serving others starts with a
heart-felt attitude. This is one that I am
not very good at—it does not come
naturally. I’m often too busy to even be
aware of others’ needs or how I can
serve them.
Not only is the type of act
important, [does it meet the other
person’s need? Or just fulfill a place of
“I did good” in one’s own mind?], but the
timing is just as important.
Taking
winter coats to the needy in July might
not be the best timing for their needs.

Or missing an opportunity to send a get
well card until someone is already well
are simplistic examples of our timing
being off.
Make yourself available and
aware. The Lord will bless both them
and you!
7. TRUST GOD
[DON’T WORRY AND COMPLAIN]
Psalms 5:11 But let all those that put
their trust in Thee rejoice; let them ever
shout for joy.
Psalms 28:7 The Lord is my strength and
my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I
am helped; therefore my heart greatly
rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise
Him.

Another area of Covenant living
that I have struggled with in recent years
is trusting God.
This phrase has always seemed
a bit trite to me, carrying little application
in my young life because I usually felt
confident and in control so I didn’t know
how to show God I trusted Him.
In the last few years I have
struggled against God.
I wasn’t
knocking, seeking or asking.
As I hit “a rock bottom” kind of
low, with three or four things out of
control in my life, the Lord brought to my
awareness that I was not trusting Him.
Only as my pride was shattered,
was I left with no other alternative than
to trust Him. I was trying to take away
others’ agency, something I don’t have
the power or the right to do.
I needed to let go and trust God
to take care of their choices, their pains,
their learning process.
This “aha”
experience came quite tearfully, but I
eventually recognized that God was
prompting my thoughts.

By Jill Gowan

I agreed to pray and fast about
my lack-of-trust issue and how it was
tearing me and the others apart. Since
then, He has taught me, and still is
teaching me, that letting Him be in
control releases and frees us from daily
stress. It also honors Him. I learned
that pride and trust cannot co-exist in
us.
In addition to the commandments we’ve touched on and their
subsequent promises in Covenant living,
there are many more. Due to space I
won’t talk about each one, but I do want
to leave you with a list of what the
Scriptures say we have committed to
doing as a Covenant child of God.
If you haven’t studied, pondered,
or experimented with these before, add
them to your challenge for the coming
months.
8. PRAISE GOD AND GIVE THANKS
9. WITNESS FOR HIM REGULARLY

As you can see, there are many
parts to fulfilling your promise to live in a
Covenant relationship.
God also is bound to keep His
part of the Covenant—promises He will
fulfill.
Psalms 89:34 My Covenant will I not
break, nor alter the thing that is gone out
of my lips.
D&C 81:3b I, the Lord, am bound when
ye do what I say, but when ye do not
what I say, ye have no promise.

How exciting and comforting to
know that God fulfills His Covenant and
blesses us accordingly when we keep
His commandments.
He already has fulfilled His
promise of sending a Savior to provide
for our remission of sin and a way to
Eternal Life.
This fulfilled Covenant is all
we really need!

10. SUPPORT OUR LEADERS
[PRIESTHOOD AND NATION]

But it’s nice to know He still
reaches down and follows through on
[perhaps in our opinion] the smaller
things in our life as well.

11. DEVELOP RIGHTEOUS LIVING
HABITS
These would include:


doing good to those that hate us,



not judging or being critical,



being giving not selfish,



being compassionate and meek,



repressing unnecessary wants,



being slow to anger,



not taking the Lord’s name in
vain, and



returning what you borrow.

Can you think of others?
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May Week #4 Devotionals & Consideration

Your Covenant Walk—Making a Plan for Accountability
It seems clear from God’s
promises, and the testimonies that confirm them, that living in Covenant is the
best possible choice for a fulfilling life.
I challenge you to write out the
things you do or have done that help
you keep your Covenant.
List the blessings you’ve had in
your life because of these commitments
to your Covenant.
My list will be different than
yours, but I’ll share a portion of my list
here, those things that have blessed me
the most, to give you ideas:
1. Study the Scriptures and attend
classes:
D&C 85:36a Therefore, verily I say unto
you, my friends, Call your solemn
assembly, as I have commanded you;
and as all have not faith, seek ye
diligently and teach one another words of
wisdom; yea, seek ye out of the best
books words of wisdom; seek learning
even by study, and also by faith.

As many of you may have
experienced, reading the Scriptures can
be difficult when you are young.
I was blessed to have a Mom
that taught us from the Scriptures daily
and developed a strong Sunday School
program in our congregation.

As I reached my teen years, this
habit carried me through the division
that occurred in the Church, and the
questioning that many around me were
going through.
In my sixteenth year (1984,
Junior in high school), the habit of
searching the Scriptures kept me
grounded.
I read the Doctrine and Covenants that year. Over and over again I
felt the “ring of truth” in its words. This
confirmed to me that God speaks to His
people today and that Joseph Smith
was a prophet. Section after section
confirmed this to me, not in every single
section, but in most.
Then, after several months I
noticed that I wasn’t sensing God’s
Spirit or the same ring of truth anymore.
I was in Section 149. I flipped back a
few sections to see where it was that I
stopped feeling the Holy Spirit’s power
and it was at Section 144. My belief
was that the latter leaders of the Church
really weren’t following God’s will for the
Church.
All of this happened without me
discussing it with any adults, and since I
lived in Texas, not in the Center Place, I
wasn’t privy to many of the persecutions
and conversations that were going on.
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Eight years later I learned that
many of the “Restorationists” believe
that Section 144 was the last divine
revelation given.
This was amazingly confirming
to me. God had truly directed my heart
and not only my heart, but my future
choices and the choices that would
affect my family.
Who knows what direction my
life would have taken if I had not
developed that habit of studying my
Scriptures?
2 Nephi 14:4 Feast upon the words of
Christ; for behold the words of Christ will
tell you all things what ye should do.

2. Listen to the testimonies.
John 6:44 No man can come unto Me,
except he doeth the will of My Father who
hath sent Me. And this is the will of Him
who hath sent Me, that ye receive the
Son; for the Father beareth record of
him; and he who receiveth the testimony,
and doeth the will of Him who sent Me, I
will raise up in the resurrection of the
just.

When you think of testimonies,
do you think of Wednesday evening
services?
This is, of course, a
wonderful place to hear testimonies, but
certainly not the only place.
In my life, the most powerful
testimonies I remember came from two
sources—one was hearing my extended
family talk about their testimonies at
family gatherings.
When many families were
playing games or throwing the football
around, my brother and cousins and I
were hearing about God changing lives.
In addition to this, we often had
missionaries and other out of town
visitors in our home.

The testimonies I heard from
Neil Steady, Neil Simmons, Frank Fry
and others, professed that God was
healing, speaking in tongues, casting
out evil spirits and sending heavenly
messengers to teach his servants.
I certainly can’t leave out the
testimonies I heard at reunions. The
way these testimonies strengthened my
faith is hard to express in writing.
D&C 6:14c But if they reject not My
words, which shall be established by the
testimony which shall be given blessed
are they; and then shall ye have joy in the
fruit of your labors.

With the many resources we
have today on Restoration websites, as
well as CD’s, sermons on the internet
and written materials, I challenge each
of us to take advantage of testimonies
for strengthening our faith.
Obviously OGRB’s Zion’s Call is
one we have right here close to home.
In turn you can share these testimonies
with others at appropriate times.
3. Learn praise songs, hymns and
other Scripture songs by heart.
Songs that have been committed
to memory can bring such great
blessing on those days when you’re low
and may not have the brain power to
read God’s word for strength.
I think it’s important to note that
the resonance of sound waves pierces
the spirit in a very physical way that
even reading the Word of God doesn’t
do.
In my experience, the physical
and spiritual blessings of God’s music at
the moment it is needed is both healing
and encouraging.
I might add that committing
songs to memory is handy for the times
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when you can’t stop and read, don’t
have a song book or recorded music
along with you, or might even be
stranded on a deserted island.

I noticed that the song that overwhelmed me was a literal Scripture
found in Revelation.
This song was the Word of God.

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord.

The next step, in my opinion, is
to apply what I have learned from the
songs, as referenced in the Scripture
above, because obedience brings
enlightenment that strengthens faith.
I have a testimony about the
combined power of music and God’s
Word. Though this happened when my
children were small, it has been
confirmed to me again in recent months.
When my children were young
we always kept Christian cassette tapes
in the car, listening to them frequently.
One afternoon as I was driving
north on Buckner-Tarsney by myself, I
was singing along with a Steve Green
children’s tape. I had been singing
along with several songs. Suddenly one
of the last songs on the tape came on
and moved me to tears to such a great
extent that I had to pull the van over to
the side of the road.
I continued singing with joyful
tears rolling down my face.
When the song ended, I
wondered, “Why is this song causing me
to feel such a great amount of God’s
joyful spirit, when all the songs on the
tape are Christian?” I picked up the
cassette case and pulled out the cover
paper which contained the lyrics of each
song.
All of the songs’ lyrics were
based on Christian concepts. However,

I felt assured that the difference
was in the literal power of God’s word.
Since then, I have testified of the
power and the healing, life-giving
ministry to be given and enjoyed by
Scripture songs.
Psalms 119:54 Thy statutes have been
my songs in the house of my pilgrimage.

4. Choose to forgive others and self.
This Covenant principle of
forgiveness is covered at length
throughout the Scriptures, beginning
with the forgiveness we each find in our
Messiah.
Reading the stories of the
Prodigal Son, Joseph of Egypt, Alma the
younger, and the well-known Corrie Ten
Boon blesses me because I am freed of
burden as I forgive, as is the person that
is forgiven.
I am sensing that the challenge
to write out your Covenant habits may
be sounding like a list of do’s and don’ts.
Right now I feel that God wants
each of us to pause and realize that
keeping Covenant should not be about a
list of do’s and don’ts.
God wants it to come from the
heart, like Jonathan’s Covenant with
David.
From our first week’s devotions,
remember that the Scriptures tell us that
Jonathan loved David as his own soul.
Keeping the Covenant he made with
David was not a burden.
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Likewise, if we love God the
commandments should not be a burden.

you act when no one is watching, shows
who you really are,” speaks the truth.

1 John 5:3-5 For this is the love of God,
that we keep His commandments; and
His commandments are not grievous.
For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world; and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith.

In other words, who you are in
private shows your true character and
condition of your heart.
This poem was written by my
great uncle, Patriarch Bill Dollins, and
helps us to reflect on who we really are:

Who is he that overcometh the world, but
he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of
God.

In case you haven’t noticed,
each of the examples I shared about
having kept my Covenant, all had the
same outcome in my life. They each
strengthened my faith.
I certainly can testify that on the
occasions when my heart has been
softened by God’s Spirit, obeying His
commandments have not been grievous, but were my heart’s desire.

THE WITNESS
In fancy I stood at the Judgment Day
before the throne of Grace;
Jesus was looking straight at me,
With a kindly loving face.
“I’ll not judge,” he said,
“By what others say,
Not even the best who passed your way.
The witness you will hear today
Will know how you ran the race.”
A quiet hush fell over the crowd.
Their expressions I can’t erase;
I remember seeing Peter and Paul,
And others I couldn’t place.

I hope that as you finish writing
your blessings from Covenant living,
your faith will be strengthened and give
you a renewed spirit for this next
challenge:

“Who is this,” I cried aloud.
“What witness with the truth endowed
Can testify to this great crowd
Of how I ran the race?”

Next, I’d like you to write out
the areas where you feel your
Covenant needs strengthening—the
areas where you are weakest.

I heard the voice of Jesus call
In tones so soft and clear,
As I wondered deep within my soul
What witness would be here?

As you look into your heart and
your living habits, what do you see that
should be changed, not only to bless
you, but to bless others?

Suddenly I felt so small;
O’er all of me there came a pall.
The witness summoned was
My home wall!”
A witness I would fear.

For me, I believe that many see
a Jill that is “on her best behavior” in
front of acquaintances. Not that I am
fake. Maybe I just find it easier to do the
“right” thing in public.

“What of this man have you to say?
How did he treat his wife?
Your testimony will be right,
For you observed his life.

Maybe
there
are
fewer
challenges with people I don’t know as
well. However, the old saying, “How

Just bear your witness, come what may,
You’re under oath so please obey.
Let friendship not stand in your way
Although your words bring strife.”
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The WITNESS (continued)

nearly unbearable for him and me. We
talked through the problem many times,
prayed together and read the Lord’s
promises.

In solemn tone spoke the wall
of my home
And with a trace of sadness,
The words sank deep within my soul
And drove me near to madness.

I doubted I would ever overcome
the pain and this would be a weakness
in our marriage for years to come. He
felt the same way.

“This man did many a time bemoan
And sigh and cry, complain and groan,
And made his wife feel so alone
And seldom brought her gladness.”

Once we added fasting to our
prayers and I sought administration by a
couple of Elders (one came from out of
state), I was healed spiritually in a way I
immediately felt.

The Master set his gaze on me,
He knew I’d not deny
The testimony of the wall;
Remorse was my reply.

Since that very day 27 years
ago, I can say that that particular
weakness in our marriage has been and
continues to be an area of major
strength for us as a couple.

What better witness could there be,
Than friendly walls that really see,
And saw the true, unguarded me?
I bowed my head to cry.

What does your home wall see?
Is it quarreling? Is it laziness? Is it
muttering under your breath or holding a
grudge?
Does your home wall see a
critical nature, or frivolous spending, or
a tendency to spend time on fruitless
endeavors?
Hopefully you can say that your
home wall sees patience, kindness,
sacrificial giving of time and money, a
joyful countenance, gratefulness, selflessness, encouraging words and many
of the fruits of His Spirit.
As you consider your second
challenge this week, your weak areas—
look very deep—in the private places.
The length of your list doesn’t matter!

Ether 5:28 I give unto men weakness,
that they may be humble; and My grace
is sufficient for all men that humble
themselves before Me; for if they humble
themselves before Me, and have faith in
Me, then will I make weak things become
strong unto them.

Now share your list with an
accountability partner that you trust will
support you and also challenge you to
follow through with checks and balances
every so often.
I will be doing the same thing
along with you. I trust that some of your
weaknesses will be made strong and
fruit will be borne in each of our lives.
Living in Covenant must begin today!

I can testify to you that
weaknesses can be made into enduring
strengths with the touch of Christ’s
power.
When I was 21 years old and
married less than a year, Chip and I
struggled through a hurdle that was

By Jill Gowan

Preparation Guide for June’s Devotionals

Genesis 17:21 And the bow shall be
in the cloud; and I will look upon it,
that I may remember the everlasting
covenant, which I made unto thy
father Enoch; that, when men should
keep all my commandments, Zion
should again come on the earth, the
city of Enoch which I have caught up
unto myself.
And this is mine
everlasting covenant, that when thy
posterity shall embrace the truth, and
look upward, then shall Zion look
downward, and all the heavens shall
shake with gladness, and the earth
shall tremble with joy; And the
general assembly of the church of
the firstborn shall come down out of
heaven, and possess the earth, and
shall have place until the end come.
And this is mine everlasting
covenant, which I made with thy
father Enoch.

1) We are required to keep all the
commandments.

In the guide prepared by the
Patriarchs of the church, on the last
page, this guidance is given to those
who seek to be a part of Zion:

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
Truth and will always point us in the
direction of the way, and the truth, and
the life.

2) We are required to embrace the
truth.
In Genesis, the 17th chapter, a
covenant is made with Noah called the
Everlasting Covenant.
We must take note that the main
requirements for Zion are “to keep all
the commandments and to embrace the
truth.” Sherrie Smith has done a wonderful job of addressing the keeping of
commandments for your consideration
this month.
The patriarchs gave “Keeping the
Commandments and Embracing the
Truth,” as the first two steps, and there
is good reason. We can’t do one without
the other.

By Pat Chadwick

Jesus told His disciples:
John 14:16-17 And I will pray the Father,
and He shall give you another Comforter,
that He may abide with you forever; Even
the Spirit of truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth Him
not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know
Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall
be in you.

It is through the person and work
of Jesus Christ that we know the truth
and are set free:
John 14:6 Jesus declared, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father, but through Me.”
D&C 90:4d And John bore record of me,
saying, He received a fullness of truth;
yea, even of all truth, and no man
receiveth a fullness unless he keepeth
his commandments.
D&C 90:1g And I, John, bear record that I
beheld his glory, as the glory of the Only
Begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth; even the Spirit of truth which came
and dwelt in the flesh, and dwelt among
us.

responds in full commitment to the truth.
He softens the hearts of men so they
will desire to keep the commandments
of God and embrace the truth.
We are in rebellion against God
and His Truth, when we refuse to “Keep
the Commandments.” We don’t like to
think of our little sins or our lack of
commitment which expresses itself in
“sins of omission” as rebellion and
turning away from the truth and light,
but it is. The hardness of our hearts
causes us to turn from the truth. We go
into darkness and if we do not repent
and turn from sin we can lose our souls.
Alma 16:57 And now it came to pass that
Alma said unto him, Behold, I am grieved
because of the hardness of your heart;
yea, that ye will still resist the spirit of
the truth, that thy soul may be destroyed.

In latter days the Lord has given
to the church, which is us, this sobering
message:

D&C 83:7b For the word of the Lord is
truth, and whatsoever is truth is light,
and whatsoever is light is Spirit, even the
Spirit of Jesus Christ;

D&C 56:4c Behold, thus saith the Lord
unto my people, You have many things
to do, and to repent of; for, behold, your
sins have come up unto me, and are not
pardoned, because you seek to counsel
in your own ways. And your hearts are
not satisfied. And ye obey not the truth,
but have pleasure in unrighteousness.

D&C 83:17c Glory, and honor, and
power, and might, Be ascribed to our
God, for he is full of mercy, Justice,
grace and truth, and peace, For ever and
ever, Amen.

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men; who love not the truth, but remain
in unrighteousness.

The “Spirit of truth” opens our
blind eyes; he un-fogs the cloudy mind
so that it can understand the truth. He
prods the stubborn will so that it

Do we love God? If so, we will
embrace the truth, by going forth and
keeping all of His Commandments!

By Pat Chadwick

Challenges in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
1. We are required to keep all the commandments.
2. We are required to embrace the truth.
Then shall Zion look downward, and all the heavens shall shake with gladness, and the earth shall
tremble with joy; And the general assembly of the church of the firstborn shall come down out of
heaven, and possess the earth, and shall have place until the end come. Genesis 17:22

Action: We are required to keep the commandments and we are required to
embrace the truth.
This Month I will seek to keep all the Commandments of God and embrace the truth. I know
this is impossible of and by myself, so I will pray often, asking God to assist me by the power
of His Holy Spirit, even the Spirit of Truth.

My Plan to Accomplish this Discipline:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #4
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: __________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

By Pat Chadwick

Introduction to June’s Devotionals

“If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
(John 14:15)
During the years 1979 and 1980,
the Women’s Department of the Oak
Grove congregation used Doctrine and
Covenants 10:10a—“Behold, this is your
work, to keep my commandments”—as
their study guide. The study class was
taught by Sister Gwendoline Sorensen.
We divided into three groups, each
taking one of the three standard books,
and searched for commandments. [This
was before the days of easy searching
for a topic with electronic scripture
databases!] Our faith was strengthened
when
we
discovered
many
commandments in all three books and
many times in the same words. God
does not change. Only we do.
At the year’s end, one or two
from each group formed a committee
that spent two years compiling the
results. The members of the committee
were Nelda Brosam, Laurel Gooden,
Sheila Lidberg, Sherrie Kline Smith,
Gwendoline Sorensen, and Mona
Thompson.
The
result
of
the
committee’s work was a booklet listing
commandments from the Scriptures. It
had four different printings of 2,000
copies each, for a total of 8,000 copies.

In response to recent inquiries
about obtaining copies, the booklet has
been revised and enlarged and will soon
be available once more.
Much of the material for the
women’s June devotional is based on
this booklet. The first week examines
why we keep the commandments and
looks at some of the scriptures about
keeping them. The second week
focuses on love, the greatest of all
commandments: love God and love
others as Christ loved us, which is a
sacrificial love. The third explores
obedience. Lastly, the fourth week looks
at the consequences of not keeping the
commandments and the promises and
blessings when we do keep them.
I had already completed writing
these devotionals when Pat Chadwick
emailed me May’s devotionals by Jill
Gowan. (She did such an excellent job
with her topic!) As I read them, I realized
that as you go through June’s
devotionals, you will see many echoes
from May as well as from others. One
cannot escape the fact that love of God
and our neighbor is the fundamental
principle of the gospel, the kingdom, and
reason for creation.

By Sherrie Kline Smith

June Week #1 Devotionals and Consideration

(#291, The Hymnal, 1956)
“We love to obey Thy commands.”
In the introduction to the booklet on the commandments, Gwendoline Sorensen
wrote, “Christ said, ‘If ye love me, keep my commandments’ (John 14:15). We say we
love Christ. Do we?”
Love is the foundation of all things. Love is our motivation for keeping the
commandments. As our son Aaron preaches and teaches, our relationship with God is
the key to keeping the commandments. We must love Him with all our heart, soul, mind,
and strength. The April 2015 “flash card,” with the excerpt from a talk given by Arthur
Oakman about Zion, addresses this commandment.
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments…. 1 John 5:3
If ye love me, keep [ALL] my commandments. John 14:15; D&C 42:8a
He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and
he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will
manifest myself to him. John 14:21
Showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my
commandments. Exodus 20:6; Deuteronomy 5:10; Mosiah 7:114
If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my
Father's commandments, and abide in his love. John 15:10
Surely we all wish to abide in Christ’s love. Mormon writes of this so poignantly
and urges us to “pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be filled
with this love which he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of his Son Jesus
Christ, that ye may become the sons [and daughters] of God….” (Moroni 7:53).
One Sunday, some years ago after a worship service in the brick church on
Broadway in south Oak Grove, the Lord filled me with this love. Truly I felt a love for
everyone that day, and could not explain it. I had not particularly prayed for it or sought
it. It was an unexpected gift and a marvelous blessing.
By Sherrie Kline Smith

More recently, on one of our tours, the Lord blessed me with what I can only call
an endowment. I had fasted for that trip, but it got off to a wrong start and continued to
get worse. Several mornings after the beginning of the tour, I stood looking out the
window of the hotel. It was morning, and we had been preparing to go down to
breakfast. As I gazed out the window unseeingly, I pondered on why things had gone so
badly and asked the Lord if my fasting had been in vain.
Suddenly, a bird flew into the yard and caught my attention. When I focused on it,
I saw it was a morning dove. It was soon joined by another dove. From that moment on,
God endowed me with a love and an insight I’ve never had before and haven’t had
again. As the day progressed, everything looked brighter and more beautiful.
Relationships with others had an in-depth quality which I can’t describe. Everything was
enhanced! And, once again, it was very easy to love those around me, and I could have
done anything God asked of me.
Without God’s help, keeping the commandments are difficult, and dare I say,
impossible? But as the Apostle Paul wrote to the Philippians, it is possible to do all
things with Christ (4:13). It also might be good to keep in mind God’s word to Joseph
Smith and six other elders, “For my commandments are spiritual; they are not natural,
nor temporal, neither carnal nor sensual” (D&C 28:9c).
More than 100 verses in the Scriptures talk about keeping the commandments.
Throughout this month, we will examine only a few of them. Why not take a couple of
these scriptures each day and look them up, and if you have time, do an in-depth study
using a scripture search database.
Every person who belongeth to this church of Christ shall observe to keep all the
commandments and covenants of the church. D&C 42:21a
Now as you have asked, behold, I say unto you, Keep my commandments, and
seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion. D&C 10:3a
Behold, this is your work, to keep my commandments. D&C 10:10a
Behold, I have given unto you the commandments; therefore keep my
commandments. 3 Nephi 7:11, 8:46
Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and do them; I am the Lord.
Leviticus 22:31; Numbers 15:40
Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes,
according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you
by my servants the prophets. 2 Kings 17:13
And now for a man to take up his cross, is to deny himself all ungodliness, and
every worldly lust, and keep my commandments. Matthew 16:29

By Sherrie Kline Smith

June Week #2 Devotionals and Consideration

Love ye me and love all people—
Love as I have loved you;
This your calling—this my purpose—
Thus be my disciples true.
Then in this exalted station,
Your companion I will be;
Every promise of my Scriptures,
Will be verified in thee.
Joseph Luff (#180, Hymns of the Restoration, 1984)
Love God and Others
The celestial law of Zion is the law of love. Jesus said all the law and the
prophets hang on two commandments:
love God and love our neighbor
(Matthew 22:34-39).
This week’s devotional material is presented exactly as it appears in the new
booklet about the commandments soon to be printed. Spend time each day to read and
study the scriptures below.
LOVE GOD

We know that there is a God in heaven . . . and that he created man male and
female . . . and gave unto them commandments that they should LOVE and
SERVE him the only living and true God, and that he should be the only being
whom they should WORSHIP (D&C 17:4a-b).
Hearken diligently unto my commandments which I command you this day, to
LOVE the Lord your God, and to SERVE him with all your heart and with all your
soul… (Deuteronomy 11:13-32).
1. Love God with all your heart, might, mind, and strength
Mark 12:33-36; D&C 59:2a; Moroni 10:29
2. Serve the true and living God
Matthew 4:10; Mormon 4:94; D&C 17:4b
By Sherrie Kline Smith

3. Worship the only true and living God
Genesis 4:5; Luke 4:8; 2 Nephi 7:32; Alma 16: 237; D&C 108:7c
4. Put your trust in him
Isaiah 26:4; Proverbs 3:5; Mosiah 5:28, 52; D&C 10:6
Further study: John 14; 1 John
LOVE NEIGHBOR

And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his
brother also (1 John 4:21).
1. Love one another as Christ loved us
John 15:12-13
2. Love one another; cease to be covetous; cease to find fault
D&C 85:38a, c; 1 Peter 1:22; Ephesians 5:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Mosiah
7:124
3. Love your neighbor as you love yourself
Mark 12:36; James 2:8; Mosiah 11:16; D&C 59:2b
4. Think of your brethren like unto yourselves
Jacob 2:22; Philippians 2:1-3; 1 Corinthians 10:24
5. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you
Matthew 7:21; Luke 6:32; 3 Nephi 6:24
6. Love your enemies; bless them that curse you; do good to them that hate you;
and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you
Matthew 5:46; Luke 6:27-38; 3 Nephi 5:90
7. Have faith, hope, and charity, and pray for charity with all the energy of heart
D&C 6:8c; 16:4d; Moroni 10:15-17; 7:48-53; 2 Timothy 2:22
Further study: John 15; Romans 13:9-14; 1 John; 1 Corinthians 13

By Sherrie Kline Smith

June Week #3 Devotionals and Consideration

(#371, Hymns of the Restoration, 1984)
“Trust and Obey”
Obedience
Since the creation of mankind, God has given guidance and commandments. In
the Garden of Eden, God commanded Adam:
Of every tree of the garden though mayest freely eat; But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; Nevertheless, thou mayest
choose for thyself, for it is given unto thee; but remember that I forbid it; For in
the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die (Genesis 2:19-22).
We know what happened. Eve was beguiled by Satan and ate that fruit. Then
she persuaded Adam to eat also. Because of disobedience, they were expelled from the
garden and had to endure sorrow and hard work to make a living. In other words, they
suffered for not keeping the commandment.
After being expelled from the garden, God gave Adam and Eve a new
commandment “that they should worship the Lord their God; and should offer the
firstlings of their flocks for an offering unto the Lord” (Genesis 4:5). This time Adam was
obedient (4:6), and when an angel appeared unto Adam and asked him why he was
offering these sacrifices unto the Lord, Adam replied, “I know not, save the Lord
commanded me.” Adam had learned to have trust and to be obedient. Another who
learned trust and obedience was Abraham when commanded to make a sacrifice of his
only son Isaac (Genesis 22).
Arthur Oakman writes that “the way to knowledge of him [meaning God] is by
obedience…. [T]he greatest need of our church today, and the greatest need the world
has laid on the church, is that we be obedient to the word of God which we have
received through the prophets” (God’s Spiritual Universe, p. 57). To me this means that
by being obedient in keeping the commandments, I will grow in my knowledge of God.
Oakman also said that “Men who have found the completest fellowship with [God] are
those who have led a life of continued obedience to his law” (Ibid. p. 40). See also
2 Peter 1:5-11 for a formula to acquire this knowledge and charity or love of God.
By Sherrie Kline Smith

When we realize God gives commandments for our good, we know then that by
keeping them we will be blessed. Of greater importance, though, is that we keep the
commandments because we love the Lord. This was part of our study the first week of
June.
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land;
But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword; for the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it. Isaiah 1:18-20
Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and
obedient shall eat the good of the land of Zion in these last days. D&C 64:7a
Wherefore, if ye shall be obedient to the commandments, and endure to the
end, ye shall be saved at the last day. 1 Nephi 7:69
There is no other name given, whereby salvation cometh, therefore, I would that
ye should take upon you the name of Christ, all you that have entered into the
covenant with God, that ye should be obedient unto the end of your lives.
Mosiah 3:11
Who am I that made man, saith the Lord, that will hold him guiltless that obeys
not my commandments? D&C 58:6g
But, behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I require at
their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance,
as becometh Saints, to the poor and afflicted among them, and are not united
according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom. D&C 102:2b

By Sherrie Kline Smith

June Week #4 Devotionals and Consideration

Thomas O. Chisholm (#19, The Gift of Song, 2003)
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide.
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Consequences and Blessings
In D&C 81:3b and Alma 17:47-48 the Lord tells us, “I, the Lord, am bound when
ye do what I say, but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise.” Today we begin
a week to consider the blessings received when keeping the commandments and some
consequences when not keeping them. Deuteronomy 11:13-28 provides an example of
God’s promises of blessings on one hand and the consequences of not keeping the
commandments on the other hand.
In The Book of Mormon, over and over again, the people are told that if they
keep the commandments they will prosper in the land, but if they do not keep the
commandments they will be cut off from his presence. See 1 Nephi 1:54, 116; 2 Nephi
1:34, 3:8-9; Jacob 2:38; Jarom 1:22-23; Omni 1:8; Alma 7:15-16, 17:44, 22:20-21.

By Sherrie Kline Smith

Some other consequences of not keeping the commandments are told in the
following scriptures.
Oh that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! Then had thy peace been
as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea. Isaiah 48:18
Keep my commandments continually, and a crown of righteousness thou shalt
receive. And except thou do this, where I am thou canst not come. D&C 24:4b
But inasmuch as they keep not my commandments, and hearken not to observe
all my words, the kingdoms of the world shall prevail against them…. D&C
100:2c
For verily I say unto you, that except ye shall keep my commandments, which I
have commanded you at this time, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven. 3 Nephi 5:68; D&C 16:7d, 24:4b, 290:2e; Deuteronomy 5:29, 11:13
This next scripture is kind of scary because I don’t want to walk in darkness nor
not abide in God’s love. “Verily I say unto you . . . if you keep not my
commandments the love of the Father shall not continue with you; therefore you shall
walk in darkness” (D&C 92:3a).

Young Israeli girl by the
Sea of Galilee

Geraniums next to the door of
the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem

The blessings are for this life and the next with promises. Look up each of the
scriptures below. The first one is familiar because Jill used it in the second week of her
devotionals. I, also, love this one as I love everything about King Benjamin’s
proclamation to his people!
I would desire that ye should consider on the blessed and happy state of those
that keep the commandments of God. For behold they are blessed in all things,
both temporal and spiritual; and if they hold out faithful to the end, they are
received into heaven, that thereby they may dwell with God in a state of never
ending happiness. O remember, remember that these things are true; for the
Lord God hath spoken it. Mosiah 1:88-91

By Sherrie Kline Smith

And what I say unto one, I say unto all, Watch ye therefore, and pray always, and
keep my commandments, that ye may be counted worthy to escape all these
things which shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man when he
shall come clothed in the glory of his Father. Luke 21:36
Oh that there were such a heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep
all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their
children forever! Deuteronomy 5:29
Keep my commandments in all things; and if you keep my commandments and
endure to the end, you shall have eternal life; which gift is the greatest of all the
gifts of God. D&C 6:16c, 12:3b, 24:4b; 29:2e; 1 Nephi 7:69; Revelations 2:26
And if it so be that the children of men keep the commandments of God, he doth
nourish them, and strengthen them, and provide means whereby they can
accomplish the thing which he has commanded them. 1 Nephi 5:59; D&C 5:6de; Deuteronomy 15:4-5
For verily I say unto you, Blessed is he that keepeth my commandments,
whether in life or in death; and he that is faithful in tribulation, the reward of the
same is greater in the kingdom of heaven. D&C 58:1b
But unto him that keepeth my commandments, I will give the mysteries of my
kingdom, and the same shall be in him a well of living water, springing up unto
everlasting life. D&C 63:7b
Verily, thus saith the Lord, It shall come to pass that every soul who
forsaketh his sins and cometh unto me,
and calleth on my name,
and obeyeth my voice,
and keepeth my commandments,
shall see my face, and know that I am, and that I am the true light that lighteth
every man that cometh into the world. D&C 90:1a
For our day and age, a blessing of keeping the commandments means we can
assist in the establishment of Zion.
Now, as you have asked, behold, I say unto you, Keep my commandments, and
seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion…. D&C 6:3a, 10:3a, 4c;
11:3b
And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the
everlasting covenant, which I made unto thy father Enoch; that, when men
should keep all my commandments, Zion should again come on the earth, the
city of Enoch which I have caught up unto myself. Genesis 9:21

By Sherrie Kline Smith

The next is an Arthur Oakman quote taken from our April 2015 flash card.
And if you love him with all your heart, mind, might, and strength then your “self,”
which is you, will be cleansed and purified and made white and clean, and with
such a self you can be left safely to love your fellow men. This is the essence of
the kingdom of God.
What greater blessing can we have than God’s love abiding in us which allows us
in turn to love our neighbor as God loves! That is Zion.
This month we’ve considered many scriptures about having the pure love of
Christ—which is a sacrificial love—dwelling in us and about our response to his love by
keeping his commandments. Everything in life revolves around God’s love for us and
ours for him, including keeping the commandments. May we, like Jesus, “do always
those things which please him [God]” (John 8:29).

By Sherrie Kline Smith

Preparation Guide for July’s Devotionals

1. Week One and Two

2. Week Three and Four

Ladies, I have a testimony about
the importance of our two themes this
month:
1. We are required to look upward.
2. We are required to be of one heart
and one mind.
I went to hear Eric Odida preach
on Wednesday night during the in-town
reunion of the Conference of Restoration Elders and the Pastors of Zion.
Brother Odida preached on the
two themes of “lift up your eyes” and
“look upwards.” He quoted the scripture
from Psalm 121 and several others
used in these devotionals. He also
spoke about how we as a people, must
become “of one heart and one mind.”
It was a confirmation to both
Susan Booth who had been editing the
final drafts of this month’s devotionals,
and myself, that God has a hand in the
going forth of these materials. You
would have thought that Eric had read
them and had taken his sermon right out
of them. It was just amazing! Susan sat
behind me and after the sermon we
turned to each other and said, “WOW,
that was amazing!!”

We should not have been
surprised for we all know that when God
wants a message to go forth he sends it
forth in many a sundry and different
ways. So I hope you will pay close
attention to the messages of this
month’s devotionals, for I know they are
important for us in this the Last Days.
I truthfully feel that all of our
devotionals have been inspired and
each one is important. I hope you will
not only read them but pray about them
and continue to study them out in your
mind and heart.
In Luke, the 21st chapter, Jesus
tells us the signs that we can expect to
see in the Last Days preceding His
second coming.
He also gave some specific
instructions to those who live in this time
period called “The Last Days.” These
instructions are for us, right now, for we
are truly living in the Last Days!
Luke 21:24 Now these things He spake unto
them, concerning the destruction of Jerusalem.
And then His disciples asked Him, saying,
Master, tell us concerning Thy coming?
And He answered them, and said, In the
generation in which the times of the Gentiles

by Pat Chadwick

shall be fulfilled, there shall be signs in the sun,
and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the
earth distress of nations with perplexity, like the
sea and the waves roaring. The earth also shall
be troubled, and the waters of the great deep.
Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking
after those things which are coming on the earth.
For the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
And when these things begin to come to pass,
then look up and lift up your heads, for the day of
your redemption draweth nigh.

We can see by reading this
scripture why the Patriarchs have
counseled us to “Look Upwards” in this
the Last Days. Jesus gave us that same
instruction here in Luke. (Eric used this
same scripture. I already had it in this
preparation page).
Keeping our eyes on Jesus
should be a daily goal. Let us not be
overcome by the cares of this world but
let us focus on God and His power and
His wonderful promises to us.

Covenant speaks to our need to look
upward. (Eric also used this.)
Genesis 9:22 And this is Mine everlasting
covenant, that when thy posterity shall embrace
the truth, and look upward, then shall Zion look
downward, and all the heavens shall shake with
gladness, and the earth shall tremble with joy.

To have Zion we must “look
upward.” To keep our eyes on Jesus we
must
be
keeping
the
spiritual
disciplines. Without these disciplines we
will not be able to keep our eyes on
Him.
Monica Rush wrote about these
tools—spiritual
disciplines—in
her
devotionals.
In Week Two Monica
quotes an experience of Brother White
where he sees three circles around Zion
and a judgment of the Saints.

The future events that Jesus
mentions in Luke 21 are so devastating
that Jesus says: “Men’s hearts do fail
them for seeing that which is taking
place upon the earth.” We are facing a
time of great distress upon the whole
face of the earth. Ladies, we will need to
be practiced in this “looking up process”
during this difficult time that is ahead.

My own father had an
experience about the judgment of
Zion. In a dream he found himself up
around the Independence square
area and suddenly there were people
running by him. They seemed in fear
of their lives. He grabbed one man
and asked him what was happening,
the man replied, “The judgment has
come and if you are not worthy to
stand you better run for your life.”
Then my father woke up but was
given to understand that there would
be a future judgment of the Saints in
this area and we needed to be
working on perfecting our lives.
Maybe we need to ask ourselves if
we were judged today what the
outcome would be. My father
shared
this experience at his 80th birthday
party and challenged our whole
family to become spiritually prepared
and look unto Christ.

So we need to get ready. Yes, we
can get ready by practicing “keeping our
eyes on Jesus.” One way we do this is
by developing spiritual disciplines. In
the Everlasting Covenant in Genesis we
are told that when we look upward Zion
will look downward. The Everlasting

In a message given by High
Priest Leonard Smith to the Oak Grove
congregation in 1994, we were told,
“I would challenge you to look to the
future and approach the challenge and
perplexities that are about. From here
we look to our Jesus for our light and

I know a woman who had a vision
of Peter walking on the water. She said,
“It was when Peter took his eyes off of
Jesus and looked at the water that he
sank.” Let us not sink in the storms of
life but let us keep our eyes focused on
Jesus. (Eric also used this example,
which had already been written here).
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truth. Pressing times are upon you My
people, put your hand in My hands and
let Me lead you into new frontiers of
discipleship and worship.”
Yes, let us look to our Jesus and
keep our eyes focused on Him. God is
calling us to look upwards in this the
Last Days. A new frontier of discipleship
is before us. Zion the beautiful beckons
us on.
Eric Odida, in his sermon, talked
about this “looking up” process and how
it involves the covenant we make with
Christ; keeping our eyes on Him and
remembering our covenant is how we
look up. He spoke of the Everlasting
Covenant.
Debbie Norman, in her devotionals for Week Three and Four, also
truly covers extensively and beautifully
this issue of becoming of one heart and
one mind, and, loving our brothers and
sisters.
My sisters, these are all
important topics! That’s why the
Patriarchs gave them to us to consider
and follow.

If we are going to be prepared to
fulfill our role individually and as a
people, we must begin to grow
spiritually and do those things that our
Patriarchs and, most importantly, our
Lord Jesus Christ has asked us to do.
James 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath; For the wrath of man worketh not the
righteousness of God.
Wherefore lay aside all filthiness and superfluity
of naughtiness, and receive with meekness, the
engrafted Word, which is able to save your souls.
But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves.
For if any be a hearer of the Word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural
face in a glass;
For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he
was.
But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty,
and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the Work, this man shall be
blessed in his deed.
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Challenges in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
3. We are required to look upward.
4. We are required to be of one heart and one mind.
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the
first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
Matthew 22:36-38

Action: We are required to look upwards and to be of one heart and one mind.
This Month I will keep my eyes on Jesus through the spiritual disciplines of prayer, Scripture
study, fasting and consecration of my time and talents to God. I will keep doing this daily and
not give up. I will make these things a daily habit and lifestyle. I will not be overcome by the
problems and trials of life because I will keep my eyes on Jesus. I will not let any contentions
come between me and my brothers and sisters in the faith. I will pray for God’s help in these
matters. I will pray for charity to be in my heart at all times. I will ask God to help me obey and
follow the first and great commandment. I will look up!

My Plan to Accomplish this Discipline:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #4
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: __________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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July Week #1 Devotionals & Consideration

Psalms 121:1-8
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth.
Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved; He that keepeth thee will not slumber.
The Lord is thy keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand.
The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; He shall preserve thy soul.
The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even forevermore.

We are required to look upward; keep our eyes on Jesus!
David knew the importance of
keeping one’s eyes on the Lord. Several
times in the Psalms he reminds us to
keep our eyes on the Lord God. He tells
us that keeping our eyes on God is a
form of trust.
Psalms 25:12-20 What man is he that feareth the
Lord? Him shall He teach in the way that He shall
choose. His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed
shall inherit the earth. The secret of the Lord is
with them that fear Him; and He will show them
His covenant. Mine eyes are ever toward the
Lord; for He shall pluck my feet out of the net.
Turn Thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for
I am desolate and afflicted. The troubles of my
heart are enlarged; oh bring Thou me out of my
distresses. Look upon mine affliction and my
pain; and forgive all my sins. Consider mine
enemies; for they are many; and they hate me
with cruel hatred. Oh keep my soul, and deliver
me; let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in
Thee.

Psalms 141:8 But mine eyes are unto Thee, O
God the Lord; in Thee is my trust; leave not my
soul destitute.
Psalms 145:10-20 All Thy works shall praise
Thee, O Lord; and Thy saints shall bless Thee.
They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom,
and talk of Thy power; to make known to the
sons of men His mighty acts, and the glorious
majesty of His kingdom. Thy kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and Thy dominion endureth
throughout all generations. The Lord upholdeth
all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be
bowed down. The eyes of all wait upon Thee; and
Thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou
openest Thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of
every living thing. The Lord is righteous in all His
ways, and holy in all His works. The Lord is nigh
unto all them that call upon Him, to all that call
upon Him in truth. He will fulfill the desire of
them that fear Him; He also will hear their cry,
and will save them. The Lord preserveth all them
that love Him.
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Isaiah said it this way:
Isaiah 40:26, 28-31 Lift up your eyes on high, and
behold Who hath created these things, that
bringeth out their host by number; He calleth
them all by names by the greatness of His might,
for that He is strong in power; not one faileth…
Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard, that
the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the
ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary?
There is no searching of His understanding. He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have
no might He increaseth strength. Even the youths
shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall
utterly fall; But they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

We can learn many things from
this vision, but what stands out to me is
that in times of trials and difficulty,
discouragement, stress and grief, when
darkness may surround us, if we can
keep our eyes on Jesus by clinging to
the Rod of Iron, and stay on the
pathway that leads to the tree, then we
will be alright and eventually we will
have joy again.
The tree represents the wonderful love of God that is shed abroad in
the hearts of the children of men,
wherefore it is most desirable above all
things and brings us great joy!

Paul told us:
Hebrews 12:1-3 Wherefore, seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Keep your eyes on Jesus. That
sounds simple and easy enough. Then,
life seems to cloud your focus.
Personal hopes, desires and goals chip
away a little more on your focus and
concentration. Then the trials of life set
in and you have an even harder time
keeping your eyes where they need to
be: on Jesus.
Lehi and Nephi both had the
same vision of a Rod of Iron that follows
a straight and narrow path to a
beautiful, exceedingly white fruit tree. In
this vision they mention a mist of
darkness that keeps the people from
their goal of reaching the tree and
partaking of its fruit.

Nephi was told that the Rod of
Iron is the Word of God. We can keep
our eyes on Jesus by keeping our eyes
on His Word—the Rod of Iron.
1 Nephi 2:65-69 And I saw numberless
concourses of people, many of whom were
pressing forward, that they might obtain the path
which led unto the tree by which I stood. And it
came to pass that they did come forth and
commence in the path which led to the tree.

And it came to pass that there arose a mist of
darkness; yea, even an exceeding great mist of
darkness, insomuch that they who had
commenced in the path did lose their way, that
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they wandered off and were lost. And it came to
pass that I beheld others pressing forward, and
they came forth and caught hold of the end of the
Rod of Iron; And they did press forward through
the mist of darkness, clinging to the Rod of Iron,
even until they did come forth and partake of the
fruit of the tree.

There were several years in my
life that were full of loss and trial after
trial. My heart ached and I felt so
separated from the Lord. The joy I once
had was gone and everything I tried was
not bringing it back.

In the 40th verse of Psalms, David
again makes a point of telling what
happens to us when we do not look
upward and keep our eyes on Jesus.
Our very hearts may fail us:

I finally figured out the Lord was
trying to draw me nearer and teaching
me to trust in Him. During this process I
asked the Lord to protect my already
shattered and healing heart.

Psalms 40:12-13, 16-17 For innumerable evils
have compassed me about; mine iniquities have
taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look
up; they are more than the hairs of mine head;
therefore my heart faileth me. Be pleased, O
Lord, to deliver me; O Lord, make haste to help
me…. Let all those that seek Thee rejoice and be
glad in Thee; let such as love Thy salvation say
continually, The Lord be magnified. But I am poor
and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me; Thou
art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying,
O my God.

Every time I have said, “Lord I
will trust you,” He has protected my
heart from further heartbreak.
Since I have started to focus on
Christ, trusting Him is easier and joy is
returning.

I have found the easiest way to
keep my focus on Christ is to use the
tools He has given us: scriptures,
hymns and testimonies.
Psalms 5:3 My voice shalt Thou hear in the
morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct my
prayer unto Thee, and will look up.

If I pray every morning, read my
scriptures daily and praise and honor
Him, then my heart, mind, soul, and life
seem to focus on Him with peace and
joy in my heart. That spreads to
everyone I come in contact with.
His name is written on my heart
for everyone to see. My eyes are
focused where they need to be: on
Jesus.



My hand has a firm hold on the
Rod of Iron.



My feet stay on the straight and
narrow path.



My eyes are focused on the
beautiful and exceedingly white
fruit tree.

In closing, let me call your
attention to a wonderful hymn found in
the tan hymnal [The Gift of Song] on
page 101, a hymn of assurance, titled
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.
II Corinthians 3:16 Nevertheless, when their
heart shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be
taken away.

(See the next page for all three
verses and the refrain of this hymn.)
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TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS
1.
O soul, are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?
There’s light for a look at the Savior,
And life more abundant and free!

2.
Thru death into life everlasting
He passed, and we follow Him there;
Over us sin no more hath dominion,
For more than conquerors we are!
3.
His word shall not fail you, He promised;
Believe Him, and all will be well.
Then go to a world that is dying,
His perfect salvation to tell!
REFRAIN:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face;
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.

Introduction to July’s Devotionals
Zion’s Redemption
Published in Autumn Leaves, December 1890
Brother White was concerned
about many things in regards to the
church and the development of Zion. He
says:

“I was given to understand that
only such elders received this
endowment as were chosen by the Holy
Ghost.

“These thoughts caused me to
exclaim, Oh Lord why suffer the people
to be tried so severely in this matter?
Why not reveal unto Thy people that
which will relieve them of this great trial
and let them know how the redemption
of Zion shall be?

‘Now all written law ceases on
the inside of this ring, but on the outside
it shall continue as it is. Now My
judgment commences on the inside of
this ring that is the judgment of the Holy
Ghost, that no sin may escape.

“When I heard a voice (which I
understood to be the Voice of God)
saying, ‘The time was when My people
might have redeemed Zion, if they had
kept My counsel, but now it has passed
out of their power. I will redeem Zion in
its time, and I will do it in this way.’
“Then I saw a narrow and very
bright red ring, which enclosed Independence and a portion of the surrounding
country, the center of which seemed to
be a little southwest of where I was
standing on a high spot of ground.
“Then He said, ‘Do you see that
ring?’ I said, ‘Yes.’ Then He said, ‘I have
sanctified all of the ground inside of this
ring, and I will not suffer any person to
live inside of this ring except those who
keep the celestial law.
‘Now My elders shall receive an
endowment, and it shall be the same
endowment that Peter had when he
judged Ananias and Sapphira.’

“By the written law and the
judgments of men many guilty ones go
unpunished and many of the innocent
suffer.
“You read in My word that Zion
shall be redeemed by judgment. Many
elders misrepresent Me in regards to My
judgment. They say it is storms,
pestilence, earthquakes etc., but this is
not what I mean.
“I mean the judgments of the
Holy Ghost, and as you see Peter
yonder judging Ananias and Sapphira
by the Holy Ghost, so shall the
judgment be here. Death is laid at the
feet of every person.’
“Then the vision opened to a very
great distance where I saw Peter
judging Ananias and Sapphira by the
Holy Ghost. Then looking back to near
the center of the ring, I saw the
judgment going on, yet a sufficient
distance to prevent me from knowing
anyone engaged in it.
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“There were about ten or twelve
men standing with their backs toward
me, and about four or five feet to their
right stood a man judging some person
who was in front of them, yet hid from
my sight by the other men.
“Immediately there was great
excitement around where the judgment
was going on, which soon extended to
all parts within the circle, all seeming to
know that everyone must immediately
get out of the ring or come up and be
judged by the Holy Ghost, which proved
fatal to whose consciences do not hold
them guiltless; and I saw many
hastening to get outside of the ring.
Some ran some walked and others went
in wagons, one of whom I noticed
particularly.
“After he had driven over the ring
he turned toward me, so that I could see
the tears running down his cheeks, and
I was enabled to hear what he was
saying to himself.
“He said, ‘Now I have lost this
great blessing because I have not lived
up to my privilege.’
“I was given to understand he
could soon prepare himself by
repentance and faithfulness to return
and be able to abide the judgment,
which he immediately sought to do.

“I also noticed another one, on
foot, who did not care for, or know, what
he had lost, but seemed to be glad he
had escaped the judgment, and showed
no signs of repentance.
“I understood that both of these
were Saints.
“Then I asked to know what
degree of perfection would have to be
attained to enable one to abide the
judgment, and to have it manifested by
pointing out some one that I knew. This
He refused to do, but would tell me what
kind of character could abide the
judgment and what kind of character
would have to go out.
“He said, ‘All those whose words
had been just and true, all those in
whose hearts there was no guile or
deceit, can abide the judgment.
“He also told me that the
following characters could not abide the
judgment: All those that forgave with
their lips, but not with their hearts; all
those who have not spoken the true
sentiments of their own hearts.”
...
To continue reading this testimony, see
Infallible Proofs by Alvin Kinsley.
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July Week #2 Devotionals & Consideration

The Everlasting Covenant
Genesis 9:21-23
And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant,
which I made unto thy father Enoch; that, when men should keep all My commandments, Zion should again
come on the earth, the city of Enoch which I have caught up unto Myself. And this is Mine everlasting
covenant, that when thy posterity shall embrace the truth, and look upward, then shall Zion look downward,
and all the heavens shall shake with gladness, and the earth shall tremble with joy; And the general
assembly of the church of the firstborn shall come down out of heaven, and possess the earth, and shall
have place until the end come. And this is Mine everlasting covenant, which I made.

Keeping the Vision of God’s Kingdom Before Us
What a wonderful promise God made to us.
I can see by reading the everlasting covenant why
the Patriarchs told us to look upwards. If we would
only look upwards and keep our eyes on God and
His plan and purpose we could have Zion.
Zion! What hope, peace, love and joy that
promises. My husband and I have been struggling
with some big decisions ahead of us. We have been
praying that God’s will be done and that we would
see and accept His will for us.
Sometimes the path is as clear as mud!
Sometimes I concentrate on the small steps that lead
to God’s Kingdom, and then I lose the ultimate focus
of the Kingdom and its purpose.
Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision, the
people perish; but he that keepeth the law, happy
is he.
When we lose focus we lose the vision of
the Kingdom. Without the vision our eyes continue to
drift off of God and His purposes and we flounder
and fail.
Let us keep our eyes on God and the call to
build up His Kingdom. Let us keep the vision before

us. We are a called generation, called to build God’s
Kingdom, His Zion.
D&C 4:1a-2a Now, behold, a marvelous work is
about to come forth among the children of men,
therefore, O ye that embark in the service of God,
see that ye serve Him with all your heart, might,
mind, and strength, that ye may stand blameless
before God at the last day; therefore, if ye have
desires to serve God, ye are called to the work,
for, behold, the field is white already to harvest,
and lo, he that thrusteth in his sickle with his
might, the same layeth up in store that he perish
not, but bringeth salvation to his soul; and faith,
hope, charity, and love, with an eye single to the
glory of God, qualifies him for the work.
Remember, faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance,
patience, brotherly kindness, godliness, charity,
humility, diligence.
How much do we really want Zion? Are we
willing to keep our eyes on God through, study,
prayer, fasting, and keeping the spiritual disciplines
God has called us to keep?
Remember faith, hope, charity qualifies us
for the work. But we also need much more. We need
virtue, knowledge, patience, brotherly kindness,

by Monica Rush

godliness, charity, humility and diligence. Yes,
diligence in keeping all the commandments and
keeping our eyes on God and our hearts set on
building His Kingdom.
D&C 34:6a Keep all the commandments and
covenants by which ye are bound, and I will
cause the heavens to shake for your good, and
Satan shall tremble, and Zion shall rejoice upon
the hills, and flourish; and Israel shall be saved
in Mine own due time.
I have heard in a prayer service, in a
Sunday school class, and also from the pulpit about
how Zion will start with a small circle and grow out as
God needs it to for His people and purposes.
I was looking at a house in Independence
not far from the Auditorium. After I heard this topic
brought up again my mind was drawn back to that
house. I asked myself, “I wonder if that house will be
in the first circle?”
I REALLY want to be in that circle. My heart
ached with the desire to be there, in the circle
working for my Lord. Then my mind thought of my
family. I REALLY want my family to be there, too,
serving the Lord.

forward from this day and keep looking upwards,
keeping our eyes upon Jesus.
D&C 45:12d And the glory of the Lord shall be
there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be
there, insomuch that the wicked will not come
unto it; and it shall be called Zion.
D&C 45:13 And it shall come to pass, among the
wicked, that every man that will not take his
sword against his neighbor, must needs flee unto
Zion for safety.
D&C 45:13b And there shall be gathered unto it
out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be
the only people that shall not be at war one with
another.
D&C 45:13c And it shall be said among the
wicked, Let us not go up to battle against Zion,
for the inhabitants of Zion are terrible, wherefore
we can not stand.
D&C 45:14 And it shall come to pass that the
righteous shall be gathered out from among all
nations, and shall come to Zion singing, with
songs of everlasting joy.

The desire of my heart for my family to be in
that circle almost brought me to tears.
Then I thought about my beloved church
family. The desire for every one of them to be a part
of this circle filled my heart, mind, and soul with so
much love that it brought tears to my eyes with a
deep yearning to have not one left behind. I was
convicted to do everything I could to be a part of
Zion!
I know that if I keep the Vision of God’s
Kingdom before me everything else falls into place.
Matthew 6:38 Wherefore, seek not the things of
this world but seek ye first to build up the
kingdom of God, and to establish His
righteousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you.
God always meets me at my point of need.
Does that mean everything I bring before the Lord
will be answered clearly, and quickly? No, it doesn’t.
However, if I keep focused on Jesus, and God’s
Kingdom, my priorities will fall into place, my heart
will heal, my joy will be full and the more willing and
able I am to be used to help bring forth the Kingdom
of Zion here on earth.
I don’t know about you but when I read the
following scriptures, I really want to be within that red
circle. I want to be a part of Zion!! Let us all go

In the days ahead, let us truly look to Jesus
and continually look for the beautiful and true. If we
would do this daily our lives would be changed for
the better and we would move forward towards the
building up of God’s Kingdom here on earth—Zion
the beautiful!
LOOK FOR THE BEAUTIFUL (Hymn #226)
Look for the beautiful, look for the true;
Sunshine and shadow are all around you;
Looking at evil you grope in the night,
Looking at Jesus you walk in the light;
Look for the beautiful, honor the right.
Live for the beautiful, live for the true;
Lifting the fallen as Christ lifted you;
Search for the jewels imbedded in sin,
Bring them to Jesus, His blood washes clean;
Live for the beautiful, keep love within.
Amen
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July Week #3 Devotionals & Consideration

Genesis 7:23
And the Lord called His people, Zion, because they were of one heart and of one
mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there were no poor among them.
On page twelve of the booklet
Spiritual Preparation of the Body of
Christ, point number four states: “We
are required to be of one heart and one
mind.”
When we hear the phrase, “one
heart and one mind,” the first thing that
most of us think about is Enoch’s city of
Zion.

Genesis 6:48 And as Enoch spake forth the
Words of God, the people trembled and
could not stand in his presence.

Enoch also obeyed when God
commanded him to meet Him upon Mt.
Simeon. Enoch said:

Take this opportunity to read
about all of Enoch’s story and his
ministry (Genesis 6:26-7:78).

Genesis 7:3-4 And it came to pass, that I
turned and went up on the mount; and as I
stood upon the mount, I beheld the heavens
open, and I was clothed upon with glory. And
I saw the Lord, and He stood before my face,
and He talked with me, even as a man talketh
one with another, face to face.

Enoch obeyed God’s call to
preach, even though he was “just a lad”
and all the people hated him because
he was “slow of speech” (Genesis
6:32).

God showed Enoch the world for
the space of many generations. After
this experience, Enoch continued to
preach. Those who repented, he
baptized:

When
Enoch
preached
repentance to the people, “all men were
offended because of him” (Genesis
6:40), but they still came to hear the
“wild man” who had come among them.

Genesis 7:13 ... in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, who is full of grace and truth,
and the Holy Ghost which beareth record of
the Father and the Son.
Genesis 7:15-17 And so great was the faith of
Enoch, that he led the people of God, and
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their enemies came to battle against them,
and he spake the Word of the Lord, and the
earth trembled, and the mountains fled, even
according to his command.
And the rivers of water were turned out of
their course, and the roar of the lions was
heard out of the wilderness.
And all nations feared greatly, so powerful
was the word of Enoch, and so great was the
power of the language which God had given
him.
Genesis 7:20 And from that time forth, there
were wars, and bloodshed among them [the
wicked]; but the Lord came and dwelt with
His people, and they dwelt in righteousness
(Emphasis added).

Then came the “one heart and
one mind” we read about in verse 23.
Genesis 7:21-23 And the fear of the Lord
was upon all nations, so great was the glory
of the Lord which was upon His people.
And the Lord blessed the land, and they were
blessed upon the mountains, and upon the
high places, and did flourish.
And the Lord called his people, Zion,
because they were of one heart and of one
mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there
were no poor among them (Emphasis
added).

We have another glimpse into a
time when the Lord’s people came
together in unity in the book of Acts in
the New Testament. This was shortly
after the death, resurrection, and
ascension of Christ, and after the day of
Pentecost when the Holy Ghost came
upon the disciples.
Acts 2:41-47 Then they that gladly received
His word were baptized.... And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon
every soul; and many wonders and signs
were done by the apostles. And all that
believed were together, and had all things

common; And sold their possessions and
goods, and parted them to all men, as every
man had need. And they, continuing daily
with one accord in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house, did eat their
meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
praising God, and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved (Emphasis
added).

There is another time when
God’s people were of one heart and
mind. We read about it in Fourth Nephi
in the Book of Mormon.
It is important to understand the
background that led up to this “Golden
Era” in Nephite history. In Third Nephi,
chapter four, we read about the terrible
storm and great destruction, followed by
three days of complete darkness, which
was fulfillment of the prophecy given by
Samuel the Lamanite of the sign by
which the inhabitants of America would
know of Christ’s death and resurrection
(Helaman 5:75-82). Only the “more
righteous” part of the people were
spared (3 Nephi 4:66).
Jesus Christ then visited this
remnant of people. Each one came
forward and “thrust their hands into his
side and did feel the prints of the nails in
His hands and in His feet” so they did
“know of a surety...that it was He of
Whom it was written by the prophets
that should come” (3 Nephi 5:15-16).
The people of this continent
accepted and worshiped Jesus Christ.
He taught them and performed many
miracles in their midst (3 Nephi,
chapters 5-13). Christ healed all of
their sick and afflicted (3 Nephi 8:6-9).

things
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They heard Christ pray for them
which were so great and

marvelous that no tongue could speak
them, neither could they be written by
any man (3 Nephi 8:16-19). They saw
Christ bless their little children and pray
for them, and saw their children
encircled by holy fire and ministered to
by angels (3 Nephi 8:24-26).
The people responded with great
joy and unity. They kissed the feet of
Jesus and washed His feet with their
tears (3 Nephi 8:11, 20).
Before His final ascension into
heaven, Christ expounded to them:
3 Nephi 11:30 ...all things, even from the
beginning until the time that He should come
in His glory.

Within two years of Christ’s visit,
“the people were all converted unto the
Lord upon all the face of the land”
(4 Nephi 1:3).
Let’s look at some of the details
of this time of unity:
● There were no contentions
disputations among them (verse 3).

or

● Every man did deal justly one with
another (verse 3).

● They walked after the commandments
they had received from the Lord (verse
13).
● They continued in fasting and prayer
(verse 13).
● They continued to meet together
often, both to pray and to hear the word
of the Lord (verse 13).
● There were no divisions (such as
Lamanites) but they were in one, the
children of Christ (verse 20).
It is mentioned FOUR times in
the first twenty-one verses that there
was no contention. This must be
important to be written so many times.
Verse 17 tells us why they had no
contentions: “And it came to pass that
there was no contention in the land
because of the love of God which did
dwell in the hearts of the people”
(Emphasis added).
“And surely there could not be a
happier people among all the people
which had been created by the hand of
God” (verse 19).

● They had all things in common among
them (verse 4).
● There were no rich or poor, bond or
free (verse 4).
● The disciples worked great and mighty
miracles in the name of Jesus (verses 67).
● They were industrious and rebuilt
many of the cities which had been
destroyed (verse 9).
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July Week #4 Devotionals & Consideration

Contentions are certainly a huge
roadblock to becoming of one heart and
mind. Synonyms for contention are
strife, controversy, disputes, quarrels,
belligerence, disagreement with anger.
Someone who is contentious is always
ready to argue or provoke controversy.
D&C 136:3b Contentions, bickerings, and strife
are unseemly, hinder the work of the church, and
should not find place among the Saints.
Mosiah 1:73 But O my people, beware lest there
shall arise contentions among you, and ye list to
obey the evil spirit.
Helaman 5:13 And they were much disturbed, for
Satan did stir them up to do iniquity continually;
yea, he did go about, spreading rumors and
contentions upon all the face of the land, that he
might harden the hearts of the people against that
which was good, and against that which should
come.

Yes, there are times when we
must “contend for the faith” (Jude 1:3),
but even then, we can stand strong for
God’s truth without descending into
“disagreement with anger.”
We know that contentions are of
the devil and that we should avoid them,
but it seems like they still crop up. What
is the root of the problem? Many, if not
all, contentions come when we decide in

our hearts that we are right and others
are wrong. Contentions come when we
insist on having our way. Contentions
come when we think we know more
than others.
Proverbs 13:10 says,
“Only by pride cometh contention.” Our
world must not revolve around us, but
around Christ.
As you recall, in the book of
Fourth Nephi, we find the reason why
there were no contentions in the land
during the period of time after the
visitation of Christ: “And it came to pass
that there was no contention in the land
because of the love of God which did
dwell in the hearts of the people”
(4 Nephi 1:17, Emphasis added).
Other scriptures confirm this:
Mosiah 9:54 And he [Alma] commanded them
that there should be no contention one with
another, but that they should look forward with
one eye, having one faith and one baptism;
having their hearts knit together in unity and in
love, one towards another (Emphasis added).
Mosiah 11:16 Thus did Alma teach his people,
that every man should love his neighbor as
himself; that there should be no contention
among them (Emphasis added).
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It is hard, or even impossible, to
have contentions when our hearts are
full of the love of God—when we are
keeping the first great commandment to
love God with all our hearts, souls,
minds, and strength, AND we are
keeping the second great commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves.
(See Mark 12:35 and Matthew 22:36.)

Now I say unto you, If this be the desire of your
hearts, what have you against being baptized in
the name of the Lord, as a witness before Him that
ye have entered into a covenant with Him that ye
will serve Him and keep His commandments, that
He may pour out his Spirit more abundantly upon
you?

It is possible to keep the first
commandment even if we are in
isolation from all other humans—but not
the second commandment.

For as the body is one, and hath many members,
and all the members of that one body, being
many, are one body; so also is Christ. For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether
we be bond or free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one
member, but many.

The truth is that we cannot
establish the cause of Zion by
ourselves. We cannot become of one
heart and one mind alone.
Many mainstream Protestant
churches focus on individual salvation—
“Are you saved?”
But we who hold the fullness of
the gospel have a calling from God to go
beyond individual salvation to work
together as one body to establish the
cause of Zion.
We need each other to fulfill this
purpose. This truth is woven all through
the scriptures.
Alma spoke of how we must
interact with each other to become the
people of God.
Mosiah 9:39-41 And now, as ye are desirous to
come into the fold of God, and to be called His
people, and are willing to bear one another’s
burdens, that they may be light; Yea, and are
willing to mourn with those that mourn; yea, and
comfort those that stand in need of comfort, and
to stand as witnesses of God at all times, and in
all things, and in all places that ye may be in, even
until death, that ye may be redeemed of God, and
be numbered with those of the first resurrection,
that ye may have eternal life:

One of the most beautiful
illustrations of our need for each other is
I Corinthians 12:12-16, 20-26:

If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I
am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?
And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye,
I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body?
But now are they many members, yet but one
body. And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I
have no need of thee; nor again the head to the
feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more those
members of the body, which seem to be more
feeble, are necessary; And those members of the
body, which we think to be less honorable, upon
these we bestow more abundant honor; and our
uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.
For our comely parts have no need; but God hath
tempered the body together, having given more
abundant honor to that part which lacked; That
there should be no schism in the body; but that
the members should have the same care one for
another. And whether one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it; or one member be
honored, all the members rejoice with it.

We need each other!
The
modern
teaching
of
individualism in the world around us is
an enemy to our mission for Christ. The
definition of individualism is “the belief
that the needs of each person are more
important than the needs of the whole”
or “the leading of one’s life in one’s own
way without regard for others.”
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We see individualism promoted
all around us: “Do your own thing.” “Find
yourself.” “You deserve it.” “Look out for
number one.”
Even the army has
ditched its slogan “Be all you can be,”
and replaced it with one intended to
appeal to the individualism of today’s
young people: “An Army of one.”
Individualism equals pride. It is the idea
that our own needs, goals, and desires,
trump everyone else’s. This sounds like
plain old selfishness to me.
Jordan
Bajis,
an
Eastern
Orthodox minister, speaks clearly on
this topic in chapter eleven of his book
Common Ground. “Unfortunately, most
Christians see the Church only as a
place where they can get their private
spiritual needs met. The Church,
however, is foremost to be an
environment of love where brethren care
about each other. It is a family in
communion, not a forum. Individualism
and self-centered independence are not
characteristics of God’s Church. They
are characteristics of the world outside
of Christ. It is love, for God and the
people of God, which makes the Church
community.”
(Even
though
the
word
“community” has taken on a negative
connotation for us, it is good for us to
remember that Enoch’s city was a
community. Zion will be a community.)
Jordan Bajis continues: “Unity
within God’s family is not achieved
by getting one member to submit to
another member of a ‘higher spiritual
rank,’ or by persuading numbers of
people to conform to a set of laws
intended to order them into oneness.

“The military may do this, but the
Church leads us another way: the way
of love—here is ‘the perfect bond of
unity’ (Colossians 3:14). A ‘unity’
attained
through
laws,
common
teaching, intimidation, or anything else
but participation in God’s love and life, is
counterfeit.
“Loving one another in [the
Church family] truly happens when we
start to love people whom we know
personally. It is much easier to love
one’s brethren in China than to love
those
with
whom
one
must
constantly rub elbows.
“Christians
within
the
first
Communities [referring to the Church of
the New Testament] were not strangers
who met only at weekly church services.
They had ongoing, significant, relationships with people with whom they
spoke, worked, lived, ate, laughed, and
cried.
“If it is difficult for us to live as a
Church, we must work at making it
easier. We must accept sacrifices of
time, money or convenience if we are
to live as Christians embracing the
mandate of the Scriptures” (Emphasis
added).
First John 3:18 puts it this way:
“My little children, let us not love in
word, neither in tongue only; but in deed
and in truth.”
In his blog article “How can a
Church experience community?” Steve
Cornell offers this list of how we should
endeavor to relate to each other within
the body of Christ. Take time to look up
these scriptures and mark them in your
Bible.
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(Please note that these are KJV
references, and they may be slightly
different in our Inspired Version):
Accept one another (Romans 15:7).
Carry each other’s burdens (Galatians 6:2).
Have equal concern for each other (1 Corinthians
12:25).
Watch out for one another (Hebrews 3:12-13).
Encourage one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18;
5:11; Hebrews 3:13; 10:25).
Live in harmony with one another (1 Peter 3:8).
Confess your sins to each other (James 5:16).
Be devoted to one another (Romans 12:10).
Edify one another (Romans 14:19; 1 Thessalonians
5:11).
Consider others better than yourselves (Philippians
2:3).
Bear with one another (Ephesians 4:2; Colossians
3:13).
Forgive each other (Ephesians 4:32).
Honor one another (Romans 12:10).
Offer hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9).
Be kind and compassionate
(Ephesians 4:32).

to

one

another

Live in harmony toward one another (Romans 12:16;
15:5).
Love one another (John 13:34-35; 15:12, 17;
Romans 13:8).
Be members of one body (Romans 12:5; Ephesians
4:25).
Be at peace with each other (Mark 9:50; Ephesians
4:3).
Pray for each other (James 5:16).
Serve one another (Galatians 5:13; 1 Peter 4:10).
Spur one another on to love and good deeds
(Hebrews 10:24).
Submit to one another (Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter
5:5).
Teach one another (Colossians 3:16).

Steve Cornell says, “Based on
this list, believers were/are intended to
have deeply meaningful interaction of
life with one another. This is not a
picture of superficial or casual
engagement. It depicts life together in
mutual love, honor, unity, service and
accountability.”
We
cannot
have
deeply
meaningful interactions of life with each
other if our only interactions are
superficial
casual
engagements
between Sunday school and worship
services or across the table at potluck.
We have to become part of each others’
lives.
A good step in this direction is
participating in our Spiritual Stewardship
Groups and Women’s Proximity Groups.
Taking time to visit others in their homes
also builds relationships. To fit these
things into our busy lives will start
requiring “the sacrifices of time, money
or convenience” of which Jordan Bajis
spoke in his book.
In Philippians 2:1-8 it confirms
our task of being stripped of pride (and
its offspring of contention) and full of
humbleness and love as we come
closer to unity:
If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if
any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit,
if any bowels and mercies, Fulfill ye my joy, that
ye be like-minded, having the same love, being of
one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done
through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem other better than
themselves. Look not every man on his own
things, but every man also on the things of
others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus; Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God; But
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men; And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
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unto death, even the death of the cross (Emphasis
added).

When we truly “let this mind” be
in us—when we let the mind of Christ,
the mind of love and humble
servanthood, be in us—we will take a
giant step toward becoming of one heart
and mind.
At the Friday morning prayer
meeting at CMRB reunion last month,
Patriarch-Evangelist Vernon Darling
said that we must work on our hearts
and our minds to become one. He said
that the Father loves the Son and the
Son loves the Father in such a way that
they are perfectly one. The scriptures
verify that love is the way to oneness.
We cannot be one with each other until
we are one with Christ. As we each
allow more and more of Christ into our
lives, there is less and less room for
self-centeredness. Love increases, and
selfishness and pride decrease.
I am personally challenged as I
write these words. What am I willing to
do to have more of Christ and less of
me?
Jesus prayed in this way for us to
be one: “Neither pray I for these alone
[His disciples], but for them also which
shall believe on Me through their word
[that’s us!]; That they all may be one;
as thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in
Us; that the world may believe that
Thou hast sent Me” (John 17:20). Take
time to read all of John, chapter 17.
A few chapters earlier in the book
of John, Jesus said these words: “Jesus
answered and said unto him, If a man
love Me, he will keep My words; and My
Father will love him, and We will come

unto him, and make Our abode with
him” (John 14:23).
And from D&C 34:1b: “I am
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who was
crucified for the sins of the world, even
as many as will believe on My name,
that they may become the sons of
God, even one in Me as I am in the
Father, as the Father is one in Me,
that We may be one.”
As we move toward becoming
one with Christ and the Father, we will
begin to have more and more of the
nature of God within us. We will become
love, even as God is love.
1 John 4:8 He that loveth not, knoweth not God;
for God is love.
1 John 4:16 And we have known and believed the
love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.
John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are
My disciples, if ye have love one to another.

We know the type of love that we
must have to become one. It is charity—
the pure love of Christ. Even though this
passage from Corinthians is very
familiar, make an effort to truly ponder
what it means.
1 Corinthians 13
Though I speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a
tinkling cymbal.
And though I have the gift of prophecy, and
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and
though I have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.
And though I bestow all my goods to feed the
poor, and though I give my body to be burned,
and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth
not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her
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own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things.
Charity never faileth; but whether there be
prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be
knowledge, it shall vanish away.
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But
when that which is perfect is come, then that
which is in part shall be done away.
When I was a child, I spake as a child, I
understood as a child, I thought as a child; but
when I became a man, I put away childish things.
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then
face to face; now I know in part; but then shall I
know even as also I am known.
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;
but the greatest of these is charity.

Here are a couple more
scriptures on charity for you to consider:
1 Corinthians 16:14 Let all your things be done
with charity.
Colossians 3:14 And above all these things put
on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

And finally this verse from Moroni
which I consider to be one of the most
profound passages of scripture that we
possess:
Moroni 7:50-53 And if a man be meek and lowly in
heart, and confesses by the power of the Holy
Ghost, that Jesus is the Christ, he must needs
have charity; for if he have not charity, he is
nothing; wherefore he must needs have charity.
And charity suffereth long, and is kind, and
envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth,
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things; wherefore, my beloved
brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for
charity never faileth.
Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the
greatest of all, for all things must fail; but charity
is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth for ever;
and whoso is found possessed of it at the last
day, it shall be well with them.

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the
Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be
filled with this love which he hath bestowed upon
all who are true followers of His Son Jesus Christ,
that ye may become the sons of God, that when
He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall
see Him as He is, that we may have this hope, that
we may be purified even as He is pure. Amen
(Emphasis added).

As we look back at the times
when God’s people became of one
heart and one mind, we can see that it
was after times when God moved in
mighty power—after the ministry of
Christ in America; after the day of
Pentecost; after the mighty power of
God was displayed through Enoch and
God came to dwell with his people.
The scriptures tell us that another
such time is coming soon: “Thy
watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the
voice together shall they sing; for they
shall see eye to eye, when the Lord
shall bring again Zion” (Isaiah 52:8).
(See also Mosiah 7:78, Mosiah 8:67,
3 Nephi 7:43, and 3 Nephi 9:69-73.)
There is plenty for us to do to
prepare for that day. We must pray with
all the energy of our hearts for charity.
We must make daily choices that will
subdue our pride, curb contention, and
bring us closer to Christ. We must learn
to submit to the will of Christ.
Then, when we have done all we
can, the Lord will make us one. “And I
will give them one heart, and I will put a
new spirit within you; and I will take the
stony heart out of their flesh, and will
give them a heart of flesh; That they
may walk in My statutes, and keep Mine
ordinances, and do them; and they shall
be My people, and I will be their God”
(Ezekiel 11:19-20).
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Preparation Guide for August’s Devotionals

Genesis 7:23-24 And the Lord called His people,
Zion, because they were of one heart and of one
mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there were
no poor among them.

As we look at our two themes this
month, “We are required to seek out and
dwell in righteousness” and, “We are
required to impart of our substance,”
they really do belong together. They blend
together and speak to the very core or
heart of the coming forth of Zion. I can see
why the Patriarch’s chose them for us to
consider.
Lori Smith and Janet Williams have
done a great job on these two topics. I
hope you will be enlightened and inspired
when reading what they have shared.
I am reminded of a Zion Flash Card
used in 2014 where we quoted Arthur
Oakman. I will quote for those who may not
have this flash card. Oakman said, “Sin
stands in the way of Zion. Yes, we have
spelled it with a “S” because it is a
capital problem. It must be got rid of.
We do not lack the means to build the
city.... We have now all that we need.
But we do not have enough Kingdom-

seeking men (women). There are not
enough repentant men (women). It is sin,
not the lack of means, that stands in the
way of Zion. The choice is before us. No
one is going to make us build the
Kingdom. But if we want to share in its
erection we have got to pay the price.
The price is to be rid of sin…. The world
needs Zion. God purposes to build it. He
pleads with us to rid ourselves of sin so
that we may assist Him in this work, and
share with Him the song of redeeming
love. Men and Brethren (and I add
women) what shall we do?”
I guess that is the question that the
Patriarch’s are asking of us. Are we willing
to do it, are we willing to pay the price? Will
we give up sin and seek out
righteousness? Are we willing to pay the
price and share our abundance with those
who are less fortunate?
Zion, righteousness and taking care
of the poor are interconnected. You cannot
separate them. They come as a packaged
deal; but oh, the great blessings that await
us, if we will but respond to the call given to
us.

The following scripture D&C 58:1b-3f
speaks to us of both righteousness
(keeping the commandments), and, taking
care of the poor and needy (imparting of
our substance)—and the great reward that
will be ours if we will respond.
1b for verily I say unto you, Blessed is he
that
keepeth
My
commandments,
whether in life or in death; and he that is
faithful in tribulation, the reward of the
same is greater in the kingdom of
heaven.
2a Ye can not behold with your natural
eyes, for the present time, the design of
your God concerning those things which
shall come hereafter, and the glory which
shall follow, after much tribulation.
2b For after much tribulation come the
blessings. Wherefore the day cometh that
ye shall be crowned with much glory; the
hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand.
3a Remember this which I tell you before,
that you may lay it to heart, and receive
that which shall follow.
3b Behold, verily I say unto you, For this
cause I have sent you that you might be
obedient, and that your hearts might be
prepared to bear testimony of the things
which are to come;
3c and also that you might be honored of
laying the foundation, and of bearing record
of the land upon which the Zion of God
shall stand; and also that a feast of fat
things might be prepared for the poor;
3d yea, a feast of fat things, of wine on
the lees well refined, that the earth may
know that the mouths of the prophets
shall not fail; yea, a supper of the house
of the Lord, well prepared, unto which all
nations shall be invited.

3e Firstly, the rich and the learned, the
wise and the noble; and after that
cometh the day of My power;
3f then shall the poor, the lame, and the
blind, and the deaf, come in unto the
marriage of the Lamb, and partake of the
supper of the Lord, prepared for the
great day to come. Behold, I, the Lord,
have spoken it.
This feast of fat things, I believe, is
both physical and spiritual.
I pray we can forge ahead in our
journey and become more obedient to God
and more aware of the needs of the poor
and needy.
May we become a more righteous
and a more loving and caring people—that
Zion may bud forth!
Will YOU pay the price?

Challenges in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
5. We are required to seek out and dwell in righteousness.
6. We are required to impart of our substance.
And the Lord called His people, Zion, because they were of one heart and of one mind, and dwelt in righteousness;
and there were no poor among them.
Genesis 7:23-24

Action: We are required to seek out and dwell in righteousness; and thereby we are
compelled to impart of our substance to those that stand in need.
This Month I will actively seek out righteousness by making sure that all my decisions, my daily
choices, are pleasing to God and in accordance with His Commandments. Not only will I
practice dwelling in righteousness but I will love those around me and cleave unto charity. In
accordance with God’s guidance and direction I will actively choose to succor those who stand
in need. I will pray for God to open my eyes to those around me who stand in need. I will seek
ways to share my wealth—my blessings both temporal and spiritual—with others. For all I have
is really not mine anyway; it all belongs to God. In all areas of my life I will attempt to be
righteous that I might be prepared to meet my God face to face.

My Plan to Accomplish this Discipline:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #4
___________________________________________________________________
My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: __________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

August Week #1 Devotionals and Consideration

Revelation 19:5-9
And a Voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye His saints,
and ye that fear Him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the voice of a
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia; for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be
glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come,
and His wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white; for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints. And He saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they
which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And He saith unto
me, These are the true sayings of God.

We are required to seek out righteousness.
We speak of Zion. We pray for
Zion to come. We desire Zion to be
here within our hearts. But what are we
doing about it now? What are we doing
to bring about the cause of Zion?
We can’t just talk about Zion.
We must be actively preparing for it.
We must seek righteousness, which is
simply choosing what is right in the sight
of God.

Are we praying every day for
God to reveal our sins so that we can
repent of them now?
Repentance is the path
righteousness. It is acknowledging
God that we have unrighteousness
our life and we are making an effort
remove it from our life.
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Once
we
have
removed
unrighteousness, it must be replaced
with righteousness. If we’ve made poor
decisions in the past (chosen unrighteousness), then we must make a
conscious effort to choose what is right
in the sight of God now.
Every decision we make from
this moment forward, we must consult
the Lord as to whether it meets His
approval. Once we know His will, we
must do it! This is righteousness. Step
by step we will learn to listen to God’s
leadings and obey them. This has to
become a habit if we want to be in His
kingdom.
The great thing about righteousness is that it can be contagious.
When we choose what is right, others
will want to do the same thing. Our
righteousness will not only affect our
lives but other people as well.

From time to time some of us
have individually experienced this
freedom from Satan’s temptations and
instead enjoy the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is so powerfully
present in our lives that we don’t even
have a desire to sin. The problem is as
soon as we choose to sin again we are
open territory for the devil to tempt us.
Choosing righteousness and
experiencing the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit must become a way of life
moment-to-moment for us.
When we choose God’s will
above our own will in every situation, the
devil loses his power over us because
our focus is on Christ who reigns in our
lives.

2 Nephi 14:12 But behold I say unto you, that
ye must pray always, and not faint: that ye
must not perform anything unto the Lord,
save in the first place ye shall pray unto the
Father in the name of Christ, that He will
consecrate thy performance unto thee, that
thy performance may be for the welfare of thy
soul.

Righteousness is also a way to
overcome the temptations of the devil.
How would you like to not be tempted
anymore?
Choosing what is right
according to God’s will is the way to
fight the devil’s temptations.
1 Nephi 7:62 For he (Satan) hath no power
over the hearts of the people, for they dwell in
righteousness, and the Holy One of Israel
reigneth.

When we choose what is right,
we have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
and Satan has no power over us.
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August Week #2 Devotionals and Consideration

Hymns of the Restoration #84: “Prayer for Zion”
We’ll go forward unto Zion, We will pledge our lives to Thee;
May Thy gentle Spirit’s whisper lead Thy saints to victory.
We are required to dwell in righteousness.
To dwell in righteousness truly is
Zionic living. Why do we struggle with
this so much in this life? The answer
pure and simple is that we are selfish.

The standards for Zion are very
high, but they are obtainable. Mark
down the sins in Psalms 15 you are
having trouble with:

If you want to know if you meet
the qualifications for living in Zion, read
Psalms 15:
Psalms 15:1-5 Lord, who shall abide in thy
tabernacle? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill of
Zion? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his
heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue,
nor doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh up a
reproach against his neighbor. In whose eyes
a vile person is condemned; but he honoreth
them that fear the Lord; sweareth not falsely
to hurt any man, and changeth not. He that
putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh
reward against the innocent. He that doeth
these things shall never be moved.

Now, ask the Lord every day to
help you overcome these sins. Work on
them one at a time if it seems
overwhelming. God will give you the
power to overcome them if you desire it.
It’s not by our own strength that we can
repent.
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Once you have removed a sin,
replace it with something good. For
instance, if you have trouble with saying
something negative about a person,
force yourself to say something nice
about that person instead. If you have
trouble with thinking bad thoughts about
someone, force yourself to think
something good about that person
instead. We must consciously choose
to do what is right if we want to live in
Zion.
We must practice dwelling in
righteousness now.
This is our
preparation time for being able to dwell
in righteousness in Zion. How do we
dwell in righteousness?
Genesis 7:23 And the Lord called His people,
Zion, because they were of one heart and of
one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and
there were no poor among them.

We must be of one heart and of
one mind. Sometimes we look at this as
being impossible.
Everyone has a
different opinion or belief about
something. How can we be of one heart
and of one mind? Love is the answer –
not our own love but God’s love dwelling
in our hearts.
Do you love everyone in the church?
Do you love everyone in your family?
Do you love everyone in your workplace
or school?

Picture someone in your mind
that you avoid or just don’t want to be
around. Perhaps this person irritates
you with their words or actions. The
amount of love you feel for that person
is how much you love God.
How do we obtain this love of
Christ?
Moroni 7:52-53 Wherefore, cleave unto
charity, which is the greatest of all, for all
things must fail; but charity is the pure love of
Christ, and it endureth for ever; and whoso is
found possessed of it at the last day, it shall
be well with them.
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto
the Father with all the energy of heart, that ye
may be filled with this love which He hath
bestowed upon all who are true followers of
His Son Jesus Christ, that ye may become the
sons of God, that when He shall appear, we
shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He
is, that we may have this hope, that we may
be purified even as He is pure.

The answer is found in God’s
Word. We must pray to the Father
every day that we will be filled with His
love. His love conquers all things.
Zion will be built by those who
have learned to dwell in righteousness
before it physically comes.
God’s love unifies us so we can
be “of one heart and of one mind.”!

Is it possible to love God and not
others? Let’s look at I John 4:20-21:
I John 4:20-21 If a man say, I love God, and
hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen,
how can he love God whom he hath not
seen? And this commandment have we from
Him, that he who loveth God loveth his
brother also.

Some people would say that
hate is a strong word but one of the
definitions for hate is “loving less.”
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August Week #3 Devotionals and Consideration

We are required to impart of our substance.
WHAT DOES JESUS SAY?
And the people asked Him, saying, What shall we do then?
He answered and said unto them,
He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none;
and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.
LUKE 3:15-16
I would that ye should impart of your substance to the poor,
every man according to that which he hath,
such as feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick,
and administering to their relief, both spiritually and temporally, according to their wants.
MOSIAH 2:43
... LEARN to impart one to another as the gospel requires; ...
D&C 85:38a

The three scriptures above come from
the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the
Doctrine and Covenants.
Each one gives
us instruction to IMPART OF OUR
SUBSTANCE.
A selection from each of our sacred
books emphasizes that this requirement is
included in each book of scripture; therefore,
demonstrating that this is not exclusive to
any peculiar context.
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The instruction in D&C 85:38a is that
we should LEARN to do this. God knows that
this isn't something that comes naturally to us.
It isn't something we instantly know how to
do. He desires to teach us by His Spirit and
His Word. He desires that we would also
teach each other those lessons that we have
learned. Search and ask; He will provide the
way.
Ask Him where to find those individuals
that are in need of your assistance. He will
point them out to you if you truly seek His will.
They are all around you. The difficulty
sometimes is that the ones in need likely feel
uncomfortable asking for help. Keep your eyes
and ears alert to everyone you interact with. If
you think you spot a need, don't be afraid to
respectfully ask someone if you can provide
something for them.
Many times we have items in storage
that we no longer need. They are good items;
we just aren't using them right now. I was
talking casually with a friend. In the
conversation, I mentioned that I was considering trying to find a small window unit air
conditioner to keep my attic bedroom cooler.
A couple weeks later, I received a call that my
friend had found one in their basement and I
was welcome to use it. How thoughtful was
that? I am now able to sleep comfortably. The
air conditioner was of no use to my friend, but a
huge blessing to me! I'm very thankful that my
friend made the effort to help me and was not
afraid to ask me if she could.

At times, I received food that was
already expired. Yes, it's true! I have been
given strange things that most people don't
like to eat. There were items that I couldn't use
because I didn't have other ingredients I
needed to create a meal. Many of the food
items were generic, poor quality, unappetizing
or lacked nutritional value.
I, myself, have also donated things
from my shelves at home to these
organizations—items I didn't want or like.
When we choose to impart of our
substance in this way, what should our mindset
be?
Are we just cleaning out our cabinets,
discarding our rubbish because it's convenient?

When we desire to “help” someone who
is in need of food, we should try to provide for
them the nutrition that they are lacking.
Hymns of the Restoration, #377, GIVE
OF YOUR BEST TO THE MASTER, by Mrs.
Charles Barnard, is a great inspiration for us
here. In the first verse we sing the words,
“Jesus has set the example.”
Here are the words to the third verse:

There are many existing organizations
that will accept your donations of food items
and distribute them to those in need. Having
been a recipient of this form of help in the
past, I have realized some things about the
food which has been collected.

Give of your best to the Master;
Naught else is worthy His love;
He gave Himself for your ransom,
Gave up His glory above:
Laid down His life without murmur,
You from sin’s ruin to save;
Give Him your heart’s adoration,
Give Him the best that you have.
Now, thinking of giving our best to the
Master, what should we donate to those
collections? I believe it should be those foods
that we love!
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We can imagine that we are the one in
need and give those items that we would be
excited to receive.
What would we feed to our children to
make them strong and healthy? Give those
foods to people who don’t have them. Consider
that the children are in need of nutrition because
their parents are unable to provide high quality
items for them. Let’s truly help them, not just
make ourselves feel like we did.
When we casually shop for a $20 house
plant or a beautiful and expensive decoration for
our home, do we ever consider the person that
is in the same store desperately trying to
purchase a few food items with that same
amount of money?
Do we think about how difficult it is for
them to scrape by in life on the limited funds
available to them? Plants are wonderful and
decorations are pretty, but do we REALLY need
to spend large amounts on them? Meeting the
requirement to impart of our substance might
mean spending a little less on frivolous things
and spending more time searching for God’s
purposes.
Putting God’s desires into our actions is
a self-discipline involving our money, our time
and our effort. We are all capable and in need
of being more thoughtful about this requirement.
Let’s continue to consider what exactly
God is telling us to do. I know He will continue
to teach us what we need to do in service to
others!
He never requires anything of us that we
are incapable of accomplishing, along with His
help!

WHAT IF I CAN’T?
Mosiah 9:60-64 And again, Alma commanded that the
people of the church should impart of their substance,
every one according to that which he had; If he have
more abundantly, he should impart more abundantly;
and he that had but little, but little should be required;
and to him that had not should be given. And thus
they should impart of their substance, of their own free
will and good desires towards God, and to those
priests that stood in need, yea, and to every needy,
naked soul. And this he said unto them, having been
commanded of God; And they did walk uprightly
before God, imparting to one another, BOTH
TEMPORALLY AND SPIRITUALLY, according to their
needs and their wants.

The picture above represents many
people walking toward the Cross. The people
depict all races and stations in life.
It typifies to me that when we all move
toward Jesus, the Cross takes shape. Looking
at the individuals, we see people; looking from
God’s perspective, we see the image of God’s
plan of redemption for us.
His plan requires people who do His will.
The Cross where Jesus sacrificed His life for us
has no meaning if we refuse to move toward
Him.
Mosiah 2:32
For behold, ARE WE NOT ALL
BEGGARS? Do we not all depend upon the same
being, even God, for all the substance which we have;
for both food, and raiment, and for gold, and for silver,
and for all the riches which we have of every kind?

It has been said we are all equal at the
foot of the Cross. It doesn’t matter if we have or
we have not. One is not more important than
another.
God wants everyone to reside with Him
in His Kingdom.
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He has given us the requirements to do
so in His Word. When we endeavor to follow
His Word, He imparts to us the ability to act on
His behalf. Acting on His behalf can bring
others unto Him. So, we see His plan is
marvelous!
Is it only monetary riches He has asked
us to impart?
Are we exempt from this
requirement if we are not financially blessed?
Each of us is born with gifts and talents.
They are given to us for the glory of God. He
has assigned us stewardship over each gift or
talent.
When we are good stewards, He
amplifies that gift/talent and may even add
another.
In order to be wise stewards, we must
CHOOSE to use gifts and talents to His glory.
They must be shared to reflect His glory.
Using our God-given blessings to help
another is part of the Lord’s plan to reach all
people with His love. It is not necessary to have
money to use our blessings for His purposes.



Visit the imprisoned



Provide a meal



Drive someone to the store



Be with someone in the hospital



Make a gift for someone



Draw or paint a picture for them



Check on their well-being



Give a massage



Mow someone’s lawn



Share garden harvest



Cry with someone



Do their laundry



Write a letter



Write a poem

There is much more we can do for
others when God empowers us to minister to
His people. Let’s go to with our might.

Here are some examples of how gifts
and talents can be helpful to others:


Pray with one who is upset



Care for the sick



Clean for the disabled or ill



Organize clutter with a friend



Help with home repairs



LISTEN to someone



Share uplifting music

Mosiah 2:40 And again, I say unto the poor, ye who
have not and yet have sufficient, that ye remain from
day to day; I mean all you who deny the beggar,
because ye have not; I would that ye say in your
hearts, that I give not because I have not, but if I had, I
would give.

by Janet Williams

August Week #4 Devotionals and Consideration

We are required to impart of our substance.
WHAT IF I DON'T WANT TO?
Perhaps thou shalt say, The man has brought upon himself his misery; therefore I will stay my hand,
and will not give unto him of my food, nor impart unto him of my substance, that he may not suffer,
for his punishments are just. But I say unto you, O man, whosoever doeth this, the same hath
GREAT CAUSE TO REPENT; and except he repenteth of that which he hath done, he PERISHETH
FOR EVER, AND HATH NO INTEREST IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
MOSIAH 2:30-31

Jesus is the Judge of every soul
He has created.
At times, we
mistakenly undertake that duty to
ourselves. Judgmental thoughts flood
our minds daily. We behold our fellow
beings through a glass darkly.
Watching each other, we mistakenly
think we know and understand another's
behavioral motives.
If we reverse that scenario to the
idea that our peers know and
understand
our
own
behavioral
motivation, we'll probably take a very
different stance.
We are born as
individual as we can be. We live in
contrasting
circumstances,
have
assorted life experiences; we are
created with varying gifts, talents, and

proclivities. None of us truly translates
the actions of another. When people
experience trauma, disease or abuse,
changes occur in their physiological,
emotional, and mental function. Since
none of us are identical, we cannot hold
each other to the same standards.
Mosiah 2:36-37 And now, if God, who has
created you, on whom you are dependent for
your lives, and for all that ye have and are,
doth grant unto you whatsoever ye ask that is
right, in faith, believing that ye shall receive,
O then, how had ye ought to impart of the
substance that ye have, one to another? And
if ye judge the man who putteth up his
petition to you for your substance, that he
perish not, and condemn him, how much
more just will be your condemnation, for
withholding your substance, which doth not
belong to you, but to God, to whom also, your
life belongeth.
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Our substance does not belong
to us; however, we carefully guard each
segment of our lives. We do not fully
comprehend that we are as the dust of
the earth.
We desire to elevate
ourselves to a higher plane. It makes us
feel good to consider ourselves as
superior beings.
We recount to
ourselves all the wonderful things we do
for the Lord. After all, we give away our
used clothing, teach a class at church,
give someone a ride, pray for others, go
to church whenever the door is open,
comfort a friend in time of need.... The
list we make in our minds goes on and
on.
Alma 16:223-225
And now behold, my
brethren, I say unto you, Do not suppose that
this is all; for after ye have done all these
things, if ye turn away the needy, and the
naked, and visit not the sick and afflicted, and
impart of your substance if ye have, to those
who stand in need: I say unto you, If ye do not
any of these things, behold, YOUR PRAYER
IS VAIN, and availeth you nothing, and ye are
as HYPOCRITES who do deny the faith;
Therefore if ye do not remember to be
charitable, ye are as dross, which the refiners
do cast out, (it being of no worth,) and is
trodden under foot of men.

D&C 101:2g Therefore, if any man shall take
of the abundance which I have made, and
IMPART NOT HIS PORTION, according to the
law of My gospel, unto the poor, and the
needy, he shall, WITH THE WICKED, LIFT UP
HIS EYES IN HELL, BEING IN TORMENT.

So, we say we love Jesus...what
does that mean? Jesus related to Peter
three times that if Peter loved Him he
would take action to prove it. He would
submit to the will of His Lord. He would
impart to the “sheep.”

We like to feel that Jesus is all
about US. If we search the Word of
God we find that Jesus is all about ALL
OF US. He wants communion with US
and EVERYONE ELSE, too. He gives
us the opportunity to assist Him in
bringing our fellow beings to the
knowledge and truth of Jesus Christ and
His great love for us all. He is not willing
to leave anyone behind. It is our duty
and our privilege to reach out and testify
to all those we have contact with.
There
is
a
contemporary
Christian song by Matthew West called
“Do Something” that illustrates this
concept.

We see from the above scripture
that we contemplate our list of wonderful
things we do in a different light than our
Maker does. Sometimes unbelievers
call us hypocrites and sometimes rightly
so. When we talk a good talk, we need
also to walk the good walk. We pray for
the sick and afflicted and this is
necessary. How often do we visit them
also, ministering to their needs?

The lyrics of the song refer to the
terrible things that are happening to
people all around us.
Matthew sings, “I shook my fist
at heaven and said, 'God, why don't You
do something?'” God answers him with,
“I did...I created YOU.”
The chorus reminds us that it's
time for us to DO something.
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God doesn't ask us to do
anything, lest He makes a way for us.
He asks us to LOVE one another. He
wants us to SHOW our love for one
another by our deeds.
This is a
challenge for us because of our human
nature. Our natural man is an enemy to
our God.
To accomplish the duties that He
has assigned to us, we will need His
divine assistance. He has told us to
pray that He will supply us with the
LOVE needed to do His will.
He doesn't expect us to conjure
up within ourselves the feelings and
thoughts necessary to minister to the
people He places in our path. He only
asks us to allow Him to flood our own
hearts with that love that only flows from
His heart. Let us go forward, being true
followers of Jesus Christ!
Moroni 7:52-53
Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the
greatest of all, for all things must fail; but
charity is the pure love of Christ, and it
endureth for ever; and whoso is found
possessed of it at the last day, it shall be well
with them. Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
pray unto the Father with all the energy of
heart, that ye may be filled with this love
which He hath bestowed upon all who are
true followers of His Son Jesus Christ, that ye
may become the sons of God, that when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall
see Him as He is, that we may have this hope,
that we may be purified even as He is pure.
Amen.

WHAT IF I DO SOMETHING?

D&C 102:2b But, behold, they have not
learned to be obedient to the things which I
require at their hands, but are full of all
manner of evil, and do not impart of their
substance, as becometh Saints, to the poor
and afflicted among them, and are not united
according to the union required by the law of
the celestial kingdom.

Since imparting of our substance
is characteristic of SAINTS and required
by the law of the CELESTIAL
KINGDOM, we should have great desire
to be obedient if we call ourselves
Saints.
The most prominent goal in my
life is to walk with Jesus Christ and to be
accepted into His Kingdom. There is no
greater joy to be had!
Why, then, am I slothful and
disobedient?
Is it because I’m a bit lazy?
I think so.
Is it because I lack self-discipline?
I think so.
Is it because I’m selfish?
I think so.
My world revolves around me.
Only occasionally do I venture
into the realm of selflessness. I seldom
look for ways to impart of my substance
to those in need.
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But, yet, I want so much to be
selected as one of God’s jewels.
Writing these lessons has
enlightened and inspired me to try
harder.
I am in much need of
improvement.
I want to follow the
Master. His love is so precious to me
and I want to bless His name.
I hope you have also been lifted
to new heights of service for our God
and King.
His Kingdom is glorious!

Let’s strive
Kingdom!

together for the

Luke 12:50-52 And they said, Who then is
that faithful and wise servant? And the Lord
said unto them, It is that servant who
watcheth, to impart his portion of meat in due
season. Blessed be that servant whom his
Lord shall find, when He cometh, so doing.
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Preparation Guide for September’s Devotionals

Revelation 22:14-17
Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city...I Jesus have sent Mine angel to testify
unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright
and morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

I think it is always exciting to get
an invitation in the mail. They usually
come on a nice heavy-grade paper and
are often embossed and decorated.
Such an invitation tells you that
someone thinks enough of you to
request your presence at a special
event.
All through the scriptures we find
the invitation to, “Come unto Jesus.” I
recently read this statement, “To be
invited to ‘Come unto Jesus’ is the
most important invitation you will
ever receive, the most important
invitation you will ever accept and
the most important invitation you will
ever offer to others.” I thought how
true, for this invitation comes from the
very one who created the heavens and
the earth upon which we stand. Talk
about a special invitation!!

All through the scriptures Christ
invites us to come unto Him. This
month’s devotionals are an in-depth
study of the core meaning of the
invitation to “Come unto Jesus” and
they are wonderfully done. I found this
body of work extremely meaningful and
feel encouraged in my own life to
answer that invitation with a fuller and a
more complete response than ever
before. Coming unto Christ is a life-long
process and each of us can strive to
accept that invitation to “Come unto
Christ” in deeper and more meaningful
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ways as we grow spiritually and
understand more fully the meaning of
such an invitation.

“He is ABLE to do what He
promises. He has all power in heaven
and on earth. He has the keys of death
and hell. The government is given to
Him in time, and all judgment committed
to Him in eternity.
“He is FAITHFUL to do what He
promises. He will not lie, nor deceive,
nor break His promise. What He speaks
that He will do and what He undertakes
that He will perform. Heaven and Earth
may pass away—but His Word shall not
pass away.

I also really appreciated Rachel
pointing out that there are wonderful
promises that are made to us if we will
answer this invitation with a resounding
“Yes.”
We receive many promises that
are not true every day, such as, buy this
pill and I promise you will lose 10 lbs.
the first week; buy this stock or invest in
this company and I promise you, you
will become rich; buy this product and I
promise you it will make your hair grow.
Many promises are made by untruthful
individuals—we see them every day on
T.V. and in Magazines, etc. Sometimes
even those we love make us promises
they do not keep.
But He who gives us this
invitation, with a promise, is totally
truthful and totally dependable. What
He says He will do, He will do. It is the
Lord Jesus Christ, God's own Son, Who
extends this invitation along with His
Promises.
Matthew 11:29 Come unto Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

I found this quote concerning the
promises made by Jesus, by J. C. Ryle:

“He is WILLING to do what He
promises. He has long since proved this
by the love He has shown to man and
the sacrifice He has made for man's
soul. For man He came into the world;
for man He suffered and died; for man
He endured the cross and the shame.
Surely He has a right to be believed.
“Beloved brethren, see that you
refuse not Him who speaks to you this
day. If a letter came to you from the
ruler of this country you would not
despise it. If you were sick, and advice
came from a wise physician, you would
not reject it. If you were in danger, and
counsel came from your best and truest
friend, you would not make light of it.
Then hear the words that Jesus sends
to you this day. Listen to the King of
kings.”
My sisters in the faith let us
respond to this wonderful invitation to
“Come unto Jesus” that we might lay
claim to all the promises that He so
willingly offers to us.
Even though we may have made
our Covenant in the waters of baptism
and profess to follow Jesus, we often go
astray, we often feel weary, discour-
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aged, cast down and burdened. Why is
that? Because we do not abide in His
presence as we should.
In our daily lives, His daily
invitation to “Come unto Him,” is
replaced by many other activities. His
invitation is not our first priority. Often
His invitation goes to the bottom of the
stack.
In the days ahead let us come
again into His presence through prayer,
meditation and study. Let’s make the
invitation to meet with Him and walk
with Him in our daily lives our first
priority. We must accept the invitation
daily.

Our God desires us to “Come
unto Him” that He might give us great

blessings. We are His children and He
loves us so very much. He only seeks
good for us. He invites us to “Come unto
Him” over and over again because of
what He knows it will do for us. He ever
has our best interest at heart.
May each of us respond to this
most wonderful invitation in ever more
meaningful ways is my prayer.
As I read the devotionals this
month I realized why the patriarchs
have encouraged us to accept this
invitation to “Come unto Jesus.” It truly
is the most important invitation we will
ever receive and our response is vital to
our salvation.
Revelation 22:14-17 Blessed are they
that do His commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the
city. I Jesus have sent Mine angel to
testify unto you these things in the
churches. I am the root and the offspring
of David, and the bright and morning
star. And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.
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Challenge in the guide prepared by the Patriarchs of the church:
7. We are required to come unto Jesus.
I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and
the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take the water of life freely.
Revelation 22:16-17

Action: “Come unto Jesus”

This Month I will make every effort to truly accept this most important
invitation to “Come unto Jesus.” I will do this by obeying His
Commandments and by being repentant. I will accept this invitation by
having a contrite heart and ever seek out my Jesus through daily prayer and
study. I will make this invitation a priority in my daily life. I will follow His
example. I will seek to carry His image in my countenance and be like Him
in my actions.
My Plan to Accomplish this Discipline:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #1
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #2
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #3
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Week #4
___________________________________________________________________
My Partner to Assist Me & Help Me Be Accountable Is: __________________
Self Evaluation:
How Am I Doing & What Do I Need to Do to Be More Successful:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
by Pat Chadwick

September Week #1 Devotionals & Consideration

"Come Unto Me [Jesus]"
Taken from an article by Vim Horn
Down through the ages the invitation,
"Come Unto Me," has been extended to any and
all who desire to hear and respond. Our Lord
patiently calls us, sometimes softly and
sometimes with thunderous effect, to deny
ourselves of all ungodliness and to love Him with
all our might that we might avail ourselves of His
grace. His grace, while extended freely, does
exact a response from us. It is this response that
we as individuals, and we as a people, need to
embrace as we prepare for the coming times.

Not only must we humble ourselves
before Christ, but we must humble ourselves
before each other. We need to reconcile with our
Brother [Sister], if at all possible, if we are to
come unto Christ.

Coming unto Him entails repenting of our
sins. It means that all of us need to look closely
at ourselves and evaluate our current condition.
We need to be honest with ourselves. We need
to understand how we are rebelling against God
and His holy purposes and repent of that
rebellion. Each of us is guilty and we all stand in
need of His saving grace.

Coming unto Him requires doing God's
will. We must acknowledge this daily. We must
be willing to sell all that we have for His sake, for
His work, for His people.

I John 1:8–9 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Coming unto Him requires a broken
heart and a contrite spirit. It requires us to
humble ourselves and to become as a little child
before Christ.
Matthew 5:5 Yea, blessed are the poor in spirit, who
come unto Me; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

3 Nephi 5:71-72 Therefore, if ye shall come unto Me, or
shall desire to come unto Me, and rememberest that
thy brother hath aught against thee, Go thy way unto
thy brother, and first be reconciled to thy brother, and
then come unto Me with full purpose of heart, and I will
receive you.

D&C 22:23b For this is My work and My glory, to bring
to pass the immortality, and eternal life of man.

If we come unto Him, under His
conditions, we will see His face and know with a
surety that He is the Christ, the true light of the
world.
D&C 85:18b Therefore, sanctify yourselves that your
minds become single to God, and the days will come
that you shall see Him: for He will unveil His face unto
you, and it shall be in His own time, and in His own
way, and according to His own will.

Armed with the knowledge that Christ
lives, we are compelled to deny ourselves, to
take up our cross daily and to follow Him. We

Taken from an Article by Vim Horn

have the ability to go where many fear to tread
and to do works of wonder that many say are
impossible. Armed with the companionship of
the Holy Ghost, we will bring forth works of
righteousness and He will make us participants
in this great and marvelous work. He will make
us fishers of men.
If we come unto Him, he promises us
that when we are heavy laden from our labor
that He will give us rest. If we come unto Christ,
we will be perfected in Him, we will be sanctified
in Him and we will become holy and without spot
through the shedding of His blood.
Moroni 10:29-30 Yea, come unto Christ, and be
perfected in Him, and deny yourselves of all
ungodliness, and if ye shall deny yourselves of all
ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind
and strength, then is His grace sufficient for you, that
by His grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the
grace of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in no wise
deny the power of God. And again, if ye, by the grace
of God, are perfect in Christ, and deny not His power,
then are ye sanctified in Christ by the grace of God,
through the shedding of the blood of Christ, which is in
the covenant of the Father, unto the remission of your
sins, that ye become holy without spot.

"Repent, and Come unto Me"
(3 Nephi 4:52; 2 Nephi 12:41)
 3 Nephi 4:52 Behold, for such I have laid
down My life, and have taken it up again;
therefore repent, and come unto Me ye ends
of the earth, and be saved.
 2 Nephi 12:41
Nevertheless, I will be
merciful unto them, saith the Lord God, if
they will repent and come unto Me; for Mine
arm is lengthened out all the day long, saith
the Lord God of hosts.
"With a Broken Heart and Contrite Spirit"
(3 Nephi 5:66; 5:50; Matthew 5:5)
 3 Nephi 5:66 And behold I have given you
the law and the commandments of My
Father, that ye shall believe in Me, and that
ye shall repent of your sins, and come unto
Me with a broken heart and a contrite spirit.

 Matthew 5:5 Yea, blessed are the poor in
spirit, who come unto Me; for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
"And Ye Shall See My Face"
(D&C 90:1a; John 12:21)
 D&C 90:1a Verily, thus saith the Lord, It
shall come to pass that every soul who
forsaketh his sins and cometh unto Me, and
calleth on My name, and obeyeth My voice,
and keepeth My commandments, shall see
My face, and know that I am, and that I am
the true light that lighteth every man that
cometh into the world.
 John 12:21 The same came therefore to
Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee,
and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see
Jesus.
"And Bring Forth Works of Righteousness"
(Alma 3:59)
 Alma 3:59 Yea, come unto Me and bring
forth works of righteousness, and ye shall
not be hewn down and cast into the fire.
"Take Up Your Cross and Follow Me"
(Mark 8:36; Matthew 16:25-26;
Luke 9:23; D&C 105:6a)
 Mark 8:36 And when He had called the
people, with His disciples also, He said unto
them, Whosoever will come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow Me.
 Matthew 16:25-26 Then said Jesus unto His
disciples, If any man will come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross and
follow Me. And now for a man to take up his
cross, is to deny himself all ungodliness, and
every worldly lust, and keep My
commandments.
 Luke 9:23 And He said unto them all, If any
man will come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.

 3 Nephi 5:50 Yea, blessed are the poor in
spirit who come unto Me, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

Taken from an Article by Vim Horn

September Week #2 Devotionals & Consideration

"Repent and Come Unto Me”
Taken from a sermon by Vim Horn
2 Nephi 12:41 Nevertheless, I will be merciful unto
them, saith the Lord God, if they will repent and come
unto Me; for Mine arm is lengthened out all the day
long, saith the Lord God of hosts.

* At Christ’s death there came a storm and great
destruction.
3 Nephi 4:10-11

3 Nephi 5:66 And behold I have given you the law and
the commandments of My Father, that ye shall believe
in Me, and that ye shall repent of your sins, and come
unto Me with a broken heart and a contrite spirit.

* In the space of three hours the landscape was
totally changed.
3 Nephi 4:17

His grace, while extended freely, does
exact a response from us. It is this response that
we as individuals, and we as a people, need to
embrace as we prepare for the coming times.
Alma 3:59-60 Yea, come unto me and bring forth works
of righteousness, and ye shall not be hewn down and
cast into the fire; For behold, the time is at hand that
whosoever bringeth forth not good fruit, or whosoever
doeth not the works of righteousness, the same have
cause to wail and mourn.

Let me recall a time when Christ called
His people with thunderous effect because His
people didn’t respond to His invitation willingly.
* Time when the people were looking for the
sign prophesied by Samuel the Lamanite that
there would be darkness for three days.
3 Nephi 4

* There was darkness for three days.
3 Nephi 4:20-21
* There was much pain and despair and the
people could be heard crying.
3 Nephi 4:23-25
* In the midst of all this a Voice is heard –
Christ’s Voice.
3 Nephi 4:26-30
* He gives reason for destruction of the wicked.
3 Nephi 4:39-40
* Christ then speaks to those who were
remaining.
3 Nephi 4:41-52

Taken from a Sermon by Vim Horn

Christ Shares His Gospel
A 41 O all ye that are spared, because ye were more righteous (not righteous, but more) than they,
will ye not now return unto Me, (come unto Me) and (One) repent of your sins, and be converted,
that I may heal you? (Promise)
B 42 Yea, verily I say unto you, If ye will come unto Me, ye shall have eternal life. (Promise)
C 43 Behold, Mine arm of mercy is extended towards you, and whosoever will come,
him will I receive; (Promise) and blessed are those who come unto Me.

Christ moves from pleading with us to come to Him – to sharing with
us who He is.
D 44 Behold I am Jesus Christ, the son of God. I created the heavens and the
earth, and all things that in them are.
45 I was with the Father from the beginning. I am in the Father, and the Father in
Me; and in Me hath the Father glorified His name.

Talks about how He has come to Us—and we rejected Him.
46 I came unto My own, and My own received Me not. And the scriptures,
concerning My coming, are fulfilled.
E 47 And as many as have received Me, to them have I given to
become the sons of God; and even so will I to as many as shall
believe on My name, for behold, by Me redemption cometh,
F and in Me is the Law of Moses fulfilled.
G 48 I am the light and the life of the world.

Center of All - Christ is the great “I AM” - He calls us to “Come Unto Him”
G’ I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.
F’ 49 And ye shall offer up unto Me no more the shedding of
blood; yea, your sacrifices and your burnt offerings shall be
done away, for I will accept none of your sacrifices and your
burnt offerings; and ye shall offer for a sacrifice unto Me a
broken heart and a contrite spirit.
E’ 50 1 And whoso cometh unto Me with a broken heart and a contrite
spirit, 2 him will I baptize with fire and with the Holy Ghost, 3 even as
the Lamanites, because of their faith in Me, at the time of their conversion,
were baptized with fire and with the Holy Ghost, and they knew it not.
D’ 51 Behold, I have come unto the world to bring redemption unto the
world, to save the world from sin:
C’ therefore whoso repenteth and cometh unto Me as a little child, him will I receive;
for of such is the kingdom of God.
B’ 52 Behold, for such I have laid down My life, and have taken it up again;
A’ therefore repent, and come unto Me ye ends of the earth, and be saved.

Taken from a Sermon by Vim Horn

 All who have made a covenant with our Lord
– Remember that at the heart of the
covenant, at the central core lies our
response to His invitation “To Come Unto
Him.”

-- If we come unto Him, He will show us our
weaknesses that we may become humble; and
If we humble ourselves, then will He make
the weak things strong
Ether 5:27-29

 Coming unto Christ cannot be on our
terms, our conditions; it must be on His.

-- If men come unto me, I will shew unto them
their weakness.

He accepts us where we are at, but He
desires to transform us into new creatures:

-- I give unto men weakness, that they may be
humble; and My grace is sufficient for all men
that humble themselves before Me; for if they
humble themselves before Me, and have faith
in Me, then will I make weak things become
strong unto them.

-- Creatures that take on His image.
-- Creatures who are redeemed through His
sacrifice.
-- The price of discipleship is the sacrifice of
pride.
-- It requires a contrite spirit and a broken
heart.
When we are in this condition, we are in
a redeemed state; we are ready to be used
by our Lord in mighty ways.
 Coming unto Him entails repenting of our
sins. It means that all of us need to look
closely at ourselves and evaluate our current
condition.
-- We need to be honest with ourselves.
-- We need to understand how we are
rebelling against God and His holy purposes
and repent of that rebellion.
-- Each of us is guilty and we all stand in
need of His saving grace.
I John 1:8-9 If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

 Coming unto Him requires a broken heart
and a contrite spirit. It requires us to
humble ourselves and to become as a little
child before Christ.
Matthew 5:5 Yea, blessed are the poor in spirit,
who come unto Me; for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

-- Not only must we humble ourselves before
Christ, but we must humble ourselves before
each other.
Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another
with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another.

 Coming Unto Christ, requires
reconcile with each other.

us

to

3 Nephi 5:71-72 Therefore, if ye shall come unto Me, or
shall desire to come unto Me, and rememberest that
thy brother hath aught against thee, Go thy way unto
thy brother, and first be reconciled to thy brother, and
then come unto Me with full purpose of heart, and I will
receive you.

 Coming unto Him requires doing His will.
We must acknowledge this daily. We must
be willing to sell all that we have for His
sake, for His work, for His people.
If we come unto Him, under His
conditions, we will see His face and know with a
surety that He is the Christ, the true light of the
world.
D&C 85:18b Therefore, sanctify yourselves that your
minds become single to God, and the days will come
that you shall see Him: for He will unveil His face unto
you, and it shall be in His own time, and in His own
way, and according to His own will.

Armed with the knowledge that Christ
lives, we are compelled to deny ourselves, to
take up our cross daily and to follow Him. We
have the ability to go where many fear to tread
and to do works of wonder that many say are
impossible.

Taken from a Sermon by Vim Horn

Armed with the companionship of the
Holy Ghost, we can bring forth works of
righteousness and He will make us participants
in this great and marvelous work. He will make
us fishers of men.
If we come unto Him, He promises us
that when we are heavy laden from our labor
that He will give us rest.
If we come unto Christ, we will be
perfected in Him, we will be sanctified in Him
and we will become holy and without spot
through the shedding of His blood.
Moroni 10:29-30 Yea, come unto Christ, and be
perfected in Him, and deny yourselves of all
ungodliness, and if ye shall deny yourselves of all
ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind
and strength, then is His grace sufficient for you, that
by His grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the
grace of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in no wise
deny the power of God. And again, if ye, by the grace
of God, are perfect in Christ, and deny not His power,
then are ye sanctified in Christ by the grace of God,
through the shedding of the blood of Christ, which is in
the covenant of the Father, unto the remission of your
sins, that ye become holy without spot.

COME UNTO ME
By William Baxter
"Come unto me," the Saviour cries,
All ye by sin oppressed;
Confess My name before the world,
And I will give you rest.
Assume My mild and easy yoke,
And by obedience prove,
Your heart's devotion to My cause,
Your gratitude and love.
In meekness strive to do My will,
All other teachers flee,
Lay every earthly trust aside,
And learn alone of Me.
The stores of wisdom all are Mine,
And to each trustful heart,
Treasures of knowledge, deep and pure,
I gladly will impart.
I am of meek and lowly heart,
And those who follow Me,
Must cast all lofty pride away,
And learn humility.
Through life, then, humbly follow on;
In death, lean on My breast;
Fear not the dark and gloomy grave,
Beyond it lies your rest.
[The Millennial Harbinger (October 1851): 600.]

Taken from a Sermon by Vim Horn

September Week #3 Devotionals & Consideration

When we come to Jesus we can
imagine ourselves being in the crowd and
listening to His words. How did Jesus begin
His ministry? What was important to Him?
What would He want us to hear?
According to Mark 1:12-13, “Jesus
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel
of the kingdom of God; and saying, The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
is at hand; repent ye, and believe the
gospel.” What can we learn from this
passage, and what might Jesus mean by
his words?
The Gospel of the Kingdom of God
Jesus began his ministry by teaching
the gospel of the kingdom of God. What did
Jesus say about the kingdom of God? The
following verses illustrate what Jesus had to
say about the kingdom.
Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the poor in spirit, who
come unto Me; for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
Matthew 5:12 Blessed are they that are
persecuted for My name’s sake; for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:21 Whosoever, therefore, shall break
one of these least commandments, and shall
teach men so to do, he shall in no wise be saved
in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do
and teach these commandments of the law until it

be fulfilled, the same shall be called great, and
shall be saved in the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 13:30-32 The kingdom of heaven is like
unto a grain of mustard seed, which a man took
and sowed in his field; which indeed is the least
of all seeds, but when it is grown it is the greatest
among herbs and becometh a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and lodge in the branches
thereof…. The kingdom of heaven is like unto
leaven, which a woman took and hid in three
measures of meal, till the whole was leavened….
Matthew 13: 46-49 The kingdom of heaven is like
unto a treasure hid in a field. And when a man
hath found a treasure which is hid he secureth it,
and, straightway, for joy thereof, goeth and selleth
all that he hath, and buyeth that field. And again
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a
merchantman, seeking goodly pearls, who when
he had found one pearl of great price, he went and
sold all that he had and bought it. Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like unto a net that was cast
into the sea, and gathered of every kind, which,
when it was full, they drew to shore and sat down,
and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the
bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world.

The preceding scriptures show what
Jesus had to say about the kingdom. The
following paragraphs summarize more of
His words about the kingdom.
In the parable of the sower, we learn
that those who hear the word of the
kingdom and receive the seed on good
ground will bear fruit, some a hundred-fold,
some sixty, and some thirty. And from the

by Rachel Horn

parable of the wheat and the tares, we learn
that the field is the world; the good seed are
the children of the kingdom; but the tares
are the children of the wicked. At the
harvest, or the end of the world, the wicked
will be cast out and the righteous shall shine
like the sun in the kingdom of the Father.
Later, in Matthew 18, the disciples
had questions about the kingdom of
heaven.
Matthew 18: 1-3 Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child
unto him, and set him in the midst of them, and
said, Verily, I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever,
therefore, shall humble himself as this little child,
the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

And in Matthew 18:23-34, we learn
that the kingdom of heaven is like a king
who forgave his servants their debts, and
that we are required to forgive others their
trespasses.
These and other scriptures help us
understand what Jesus wants for those who
would come unto Him.
The Time is Fulfilled –
The Messiah has Come
Returning to our opening scripture
from Mark 1:12-13, “Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God; and saying, The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;
repent ye, and believe the gospel.” What
else can we learn from this passage, and
what might Jesus mean by His words?
What did Jesus mean by, “The time
is fulfilled…”? In Luke 4: 16-21 we read the
following: “And He came to Nazareth, where
He had been brought up; and as His custom
was He went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day and stood up to read. And
there was delivered unto Him, the book of
the prophet Esaias. And when He had
opened the book, He found the place where

it was written, the Spirit of the Lord is upon
Me, because He hath anointed Me to
preach the gospel to the poor, He hath sent
Me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and the
recovering of sight to the blind; to set at
liberty them that are bruised; to preach the
acceptable year of the Lord. And He closed
the book, and He gave it again to the
minister, and He sat down. And the eyes of
all those who were in the synagogue, were
fastened on Him. And He began to say unto
them. This day is this Scripture fulfilled in
your ears.” Jesus was saying that He was
the anointed one, the Messiah prophesied
by Isaiah.
What else did Jesus say about
Himself?
In John 3:11-22 He tells Nicodemus
that He comes from heaven, will be lifted
up, was given by God to save the world,
and that the holy prophets had testified of
Him.
In John 4, He tells the woman at the
well that, “whosoever drinketh of the water
which I shall give him shall never thirst; but
the water that I shall give him shall be in him
a well of water springing up into everlasting
life.” He also says, “I who speak unto thee
am the Messias.”
In John 5, He claims Sonship by
saying, “For the Father loveth the Son…”
He goes on to claim to be the Son of God.
In John 6, Jesus says, “I am the
bread of life, he that cometh to Me shall
never hunger; and he that believeth on Me
shall never thirst. All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me: and him that cometh
to Me I will in no wise cast out. For I came
down from heaven, not to do Mine Own Will,
but the Will of Him that sent Me…. And this
is the Will of Him that sent Me, that every
one which seeth the Son, and believeth on
Him, may have everlasting life; and I will
raise Him up in the resurrection of the just at
the last day.” When the Jews murmured at
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His words, He said, “No man can come unto
Me, except he doeth the Will of My Father
who hath sent Me. And this is the Will of
Him who hath sent Me, that you receive the
Son; for the Father beareth record of Him;
and He who receives the testimony, and
doeth the will of him who sent Me, I will
raise up in the resurrection of the just.”
But the capstone of what Jesus says
is found in John 8:38 when he says, “Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was,
I am.” Jesus is claiming that He is the God
of Abraham, the God of Moses, The One
God. To confirm that, He says in John
10:30, “I and my Father are one.” Jesus is
one with God.
The Kingdom of God is at Hand
Returning again to our opening
scripture from Mark 1:12-13, “Jesus came
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God; and saying, The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;
repent ye, and believe the gospel.”
What does He mean by the kingdom
of God is at hand?
In Matthew 6:38 He said, “Seek not
the things of this world but seek ye first to
build up the kingdom of God, and to
establish His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto you.”
In Luke 11, the people said that he
cast out devils through Beelzebub, the chief
of the devils. But Jesus said in verse 21, “If
I with the finger of God cast out devils, no
doubt the kingdom of God has come upon
you.”
In Luke 17 Jesus healed the ten
lepers. After the one leper, the Samaritan,
came back to give glory to God, the
Pharisees demanded to know when the
kingdom of God should come. Jesus
answered them and said, “The kingdom of
God cometh not with observation; Neither
shall they say, Lo, here! Or, Lo, there! For,

behold, the kingdom of God has already
come unto you.” He continues by warning
His disciples to not follow after false reports,
but rather to be ready to be gathered into
the new heaven and new earth.
However, in Luke 19:11-25 we read
that some Jews taught that the kingdom of
God should immediately appear. In
response, Jesus told the parable of the
nobleman who left money with his servants
when he went to a far country to receive for
himself a kingdom. He expected the
servants to make use of the money wisely
until his return. One increased the money by
ten-fold, one by five-fold, and one did not
increase. While we generally liken this to
the parable of the talents, and focus on
making good use of the gifts that God gives
us, part of the point in this version is that the
nobleman would be gone for awhile before
returning.
Putting these scriptures together, we
see that the kingdom of God in the heart
and our response to it is immediate and we
are expected to live and be blessed as in
the kingdom. However, the return of Jesus
bringing a new heaven and a new earth will
not be until the time appointed, and when it
comes, we should be ready without “looking
back.”
Repent Ye and Believe the Gospel
Returning one last time to our verse,
from Mark 1:12-13, “Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God; and saying, The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand; repent ye, and believe the gospel.”
What did Jesus say about repenting
and believing? Very early in His ministry He
said, “Blessed are they who shall believe on
Me…and come down into the depth of
humility, and be baptized in My name; for
they shall be visited with fire and the Holy
Ghost and receive a remission of their sins.”
In Matthew 7:22 He said, “Repent,
therefore, and enter ye in at the strait
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gate….” And in Matthew 9, the Pharisees
ask why Jesus eats with publicans and
sinners. He says, “I am not come to call the
righteous, but the sinners to repentance.”

rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal. For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
“Wherefore, seek not the things of
this world but seek ye first to build up the
kingdom of God, and to establish His
righteousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you.”
“Ask of God; ask, and it shall be
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you.”
“Hearken, and hear, O Israel; The
Lord our God is one Lord; and thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength. This is the first
commandment. And the second is like this,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
There is none other commandment greater
than these.”
Certainly, if we Come to Jesus, we
will see that being students of His words will
bring us closer to Him.

Regarding the gospel, He said in
Mark 8:43, “He that layeth down his life for
My sake and the gospel’s, shall come with
Him, and shall be clothed with His glory in
the cloud on the right hand of the Son of
Man.”
Other gems from the words of Christ
are, “Love your enemies; bless them that
curse you; do good to them that hate you;
and pray for them which despitefully use
you and persecute you.”
“Lay up not for yourselves treasure
upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through
and steal. But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
by Rachel Horn

September Week #4 Devotionals & Consideration

I remember when I first knew that I
wanted to be a follower of Jesus. I was five
years old. My mother had brought us up
with Bible stories, and I wanted to be good,
but a Sunday School teacher shared
something more that made me decide that I
was going to follow Jesus.
I asked if I could be baptized, but
was told I would have to wait. When my
eighth birthday came, I was surprised and
sorry to learn that I would have to still wait a
little longer for a group of kids to have their
birthdays.
Eventually, I was baptized and the
congregation witnessed me make a
covenant based on a decision I had made
three years prior to “Come to Jesus.”
As a young person, I was in a
summer internship and was a tour guide at
the Kirtland Temple. We were schooled in
the many aspects of The Temple and the
historical and religious context of the time.
We were encouraged to be “interpreters” of
the information at hand. Yes, we were there
to share about the building and applicable
church history, but all of that was, in my
mind, diminished to a tourist curiosity
without the foundation of Jesus Christ. So, I
determined to use any and all opportunities
to talk about Christ.

Around the time that I was a guide at
the Kirtland Temple, I decided that the best
way for me to really gain an understanding
of the message of Jesus was to study
everything He said in the New Testament.
Because red-letter text was not
available in the Inspired Version, I built up
the courage to permanently alter my
scriptures and highlighted every word of
Jesus in the four gospels with a pink
highlighter.
Weeks 3 and 4 of this devotional
study draw upon the words of Jesus to
those who had Come to Christ.
Who were some of those people?
Why did they come to Jesus? What did they
experience? How did they respond?
The first people who came to Jesus
were the shepherds. After hearing the
angels’ proclamation, they “came with
haste” and found the babe lying in a
manger. Their response was to “make
known abroad” the news.
The next people who came to Jesus
had actually been waiting for His coming.
After the birth of Jesus, after the days of
Mary’s purification were accomplished,
Joseph and Mary took Jesus to the temple.
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There was in Jerusalem a man by
the name of Simon who had been waiting
for the “consolation of Israel.” The Holy
Ghost had revealed to him that he would not
die until he had seen the “Lord’s Christ.” He
“came by the Spirit to the temple.”
When Jesus was brought, Simon
took Him in his arms, praised God and
blessed Jesus. He prophesied to Mary of
the mission and future of her son.
Also at the temple was Anna, a
woman who had been a widow for 84 years.
She had spent her days fasting and praying
at the temple. She gave thanks for Jesus
and spoke of Him to all who “looked for
redemption in Jerusalem.”
Sometime later, while Jesus was still
a very young child, the wise men from the
east came looking for “the Messiah of the
Jews.” They had seen His star and had
come to worship Him. These people who
came to Jesus had learned of a promised
Messiah. They came to worship and to
praise God. They shared with others their
joy. Should we not do the same?
The four gospels share numerous
accounts of people who came to Jesus.
Crowds followed Him or came to where He
was for healing.
Early in His ministry, He went to
Capernaum. While visiting the synagogue,
He cast an unclean spirit out of a man.

this, Jesus could no longer openly enter the
city, but people came to Him “from every
quarter.”
What were these crowds looking
for? They were looking for healing. If we
were there would we not do the same? And
don’t we also seek Jesus because He is the
healer of mind, body and soul?
Pharisees and doctors of the law
came from every town in Galilee, and
Judea, and Jerusalem to hear Jesus.
On one occasion, men brought a
paralyzed man and because of the crowd,
they lowered the man through the roof.
Jesus said, “Thy sins are forgiven thee.”
The Scribes and Pharisees said, “Who is
this that speaketh blasphemies? Who can
forgive sins but God alone?” Jesus
responded, “Does it require more power to
forgive sins than to make the sick rise up
and walk? But, that ye may know that the
Son of Man hath power upon earth to
forgive sins, I said it.” Then, to the man He
said, “Arise, and take up thy couch, and go
unto thy house.” The man glorified God, the
people were amazed and glorified God, and
they were also filled with fear.
We, too, have come to Jesus to
receive forgiveness of our sins and to
receive healing. We, too, should glorify God
and have a Godly fear and respect of the
power of God.

That evening, at the house of Simon
and Andrew, the whole city gathered at the
door with those who were diseased and
who possessed devils. Jesus healed many
and cast out many devils.

Because of the multitudes, Jesus
went up to the mount. There, He preached
the Sermon on the Mount, which deserves
careful study. The beatitudes are a treasure
of Jesus’ words. All of Matthew 5, 6 and 7
should also be read.

Very early in the morning, Jesus
went into the desert to pray. His disciples
followed and said, “All men seek for you.”

After the Sermon on the Mount,
more multitudes came to Jesus. He taught
them using parables.

Later, Jesus healed a leper. Jesus
told the leper to say nothing, but the man
went and told the news widely. Because of

The New Testament has at least 40
parables told by Jesus. They are found in
Matthew 5, 7, 9, 13, 18, 20, 21, 22, and 25;
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in Mark 2, 4, 12 and 13; in Luke 6, 7, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and
21. When Jesus told the parables, He was
speaking to crowds that included men,
women and children.
We read Bible stories to our children
and use them for Church School and
Vacation Church School classes. We should
read them for ourselves and not relegate
them to only children’s ministries.
Sinners came to Jesus. When Jesus
was eating at the house of Simon, the
Pharisee, a sinful woman brought an
alabaster box of ointment and stayed at His
feet weeping. She washed His feet with her
tears, wiped them with her hair, and
anointed them with ointment. When the host
questioned, Jesus told this parable: “There
was a certain creditor who had two debtors;
the one owed five hundred pence, and the
other fifty. And when he found they had
nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them
both. Tell me therefore, which of them will
love him most?” Simon answered, the man
who was forgiven the most. Jesus agreed.
He said, “Seest thou this woman? I entered
into thy house, thou gavest Me no water for
My feet; but she hath washed My feet with
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her
head. Thou gavest Me no kiss; but this
woman since the time I came in, hath not
ceased to kiss My feet. My head with oil
thou didst not anoint; but this woman hath
anointed My feet with ointment. Wherefore I
say unto thee, Her sins which are many, are
forgiven; for she loved much. But to whom
little is forgiven, the same loveth little.” He
said to her, “Thy sins are forgiven…Thy
faith hath saved thee; go in peace.”

We are sinners. When we come to
Jesus, do we leave our sins and make
reparation for what we have done?
Do we have gratitude to Jesus for
forgiving us?
Children also came to Jesus. He
blessed them and said, “Suffer the little
children to come unto Me, and forbid them
not, for of such is the Kingdom of heaven.”
Jesus viewed the Jews as children.
He said, “How often would I have gathered
your children together, even as a hen
gathers her chickens, under her wings, and
you would not.”
Jesus wants us to come to Him. Like
those who came before, will we also come
unto Him by believing, repenting, listening,
learning, and proclaiming what He has
done?

Other sinners also came to Jesus.
Matthew, the tax collector, left his unsavory
job to follow Jesus.
Zacchaeus, who was chief among
the publicans, became honest. He gave half
of his goods to the poor and paid back
those he had defrauded fourfold.
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