
THE TWO ISRAELS, by Steve Wohlberg 
  
All truth passes through three stages.  First, it is ridiculed.  Second, it is violently 
opposed.  Third, it is accepted as being self-evident.  
--Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860) 
   
As a Jewish Christian, I am deeply concerned about the widely accepted distortions 
regarding modern Israel and prophecy.  When Jesus came the first time, the Jewish people 
were not prepared to receive him because they had misunderstood the prophecies 
regarding his kingdom.  When he died on the cross, even his own disciples were 
bewildered.  They were looking for a literal kingdom, in which the Messiah would 
overthrow their enemies so they could regain the earthly glory of Solomon’s time.  But 
when Jesus came the first time, he came to establish a spiritual kingdom (Luke 17:21). 
  
Now, in the time before his second coming, the Christian world is repeating the Jewish 
nation’s mistake.  People are reversing the spiritual things to literal and then spiritualizing 
the plain letter!  The tragedy is that in the process, they are setting themselves up for a 
devastating disappointment. 
  
Just before dawn on Friday morning, January 27, 1984, a small group of Israeli extremists 
climbed over the outer wall surrounding the Muslim-controlled Temple Mount inside 
Jerusalem.  Under cover of darkness and carrying over 250 pounds of explosives, they 
headed straight for one of Islam’s most sacred sites, the golden Dome of the Rock.  An 
unarmed Muslim guard saw them and alerted Israeli police, who chased them away.  Their 
aborted goal was to blow up the Muslim Dome, which would have prepared the way for the 
rebuilding of the 3rd Jewish temple on the same spot.  The Supreme Muslim Council, which 
oversees the Temple Mount and the Dome of the Rock, quickly warned, “If the attempted 
explosion had succeeded, all Arab countries would have immediately launched a holy war 
against Israel.”  An east Jerusalem Jewish newspaper added, “It would have been the 
disaster of the decade.”  The failed plot literally caused all of Jerusalem to shudder at the 
thought of the resulting riots and mass murder. 
  
After much hype, when the world’s clocks finally ticked over to 12:01 am, and the fearful 
2000 AD, it became obvious that Y2K doomsday prophecies had failed.  Earnest predictions 
about massive computer chaos, power disruptions, bank failures, stock markets crashing, 
nuclear missiles launching, and the resulting global terror, all proved to be false 
prophecies.  Is it possible that certain end-time predictions about Israel will also fail? 
  
On that same New Year’s Eve in 1999, Israeli police assembled in record numbers inside 
Jerusalem.  They were determined to keep the peace in the midst of growing concerns 
about terrorism and the possible explosive actions of religious fanatics.  Thousands of 
pilgrims and worshippers were crowding toward the Temple Mount and the Wailing Wall 
as news reporters from across the globe swarmed throughout the City of David.  With the 
approach of the long expected new millennium, apocalyptic interest was at its 
height.  Countless Christians were thinking, “If the arrival of the year 2000 has anything to 
do with prophecy and the end of the world, then surely Jerusalem is the place to watch!” 



  
Yet nothing happened. 
  
Why are the eyes of so many people fixed upon Jerusalem?  There are many reasons, yet 
one big reason is clear.  The fact is, literally millions of Christians who study prophecy 
believe Planet Earth’s final events will one day swirl around the Middle East, Jerusalem, 
and the Jews.  
According to what is commonly understood, what happens to the modern nation of Israel is 
connected with the upcoming bloody battle of Armageddon, the return of Jesus Christ, and 
the end of the age.  Here are just a few examples illustrating this recent Israel-and-the-end 
connection: 
  

1. The Christian movie, The Omega Code (1999) which grossed $2.4 million in its 
opening weekend, firmly connects the Bible’s end-time prophecies with a rebuilt 
temple in Jerusalem. 

2. Left Behind: The Movie (2001) also connects Jerusalem with end of the world 
events.  It opens with a surprise Russian attack on Israel. 

3. The September 1, 1999 issue of Newsweek, focusing on millennial issues and Bible 
prophecy, reported, “…the predominant issue in Christian prophecy is the return of 
the Jews to the Holy Land and the rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple…”…”for true 
believers, ground zero for apocalyptic zealotry remains the city of Jerusalem. 

4. Time magazine, July 1, 2002, commenting on apocalyptic theories reported:  “Israel 
is the land where events must unfold in a specific way for Jesus to return.” 

5. Newsweek, June 2, 2003:  “Many evangelicals believe that Jesus won’t return until 
the Jewish state is fully re-established, including Jerusalem.” 

  
The list is endless. 
  
We must re-examine the accuracy of these popular teachings, especially in the blazing light 
of Jesus Christ, of the New Testament, and the Book of Revelation. 
  
These are core questions:  What did the Master mean when he said of Nathaniel, “Behold 
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!”? (John 1:47).  What did Paul have in mind when 
he wrote, “They are not all Israel, which are of Israel?” (Romans 9:6).  Why does the New 
Testament refer to two Israel’s – an “Israel after the flesh” (1 Corinthians 10:18) and “the 
Israel of God” (Galatians 6:14-16) in Jesus Christ? 
  
Before we go any further, I want to remind you what I revealed in the Preface of this 
book.  I’m Jewish, and I love Jewish people.  Many of my relatives are Jewish, but sadly, 
most do not believe the Good News of Jesus Christ.  They don’t realize Jesus himself lived a 
perfect Jewish life and that his death fulfilled ancient Jewish prophecies about the birth, 
sinless life, suffering, death and resurrection of a Jewish Messiah (see Micah 5:2 and Isaiah 
53).  Like Paul, “my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved” 
(Romans 10:1). 
  



But here’s the key.  In the midst of my love for Jewish people and Israel, I am also a student 
of prophecy, and in my research, I have come to a frightening conclusion.  I am convinced 
that in the midst of popular prophetic theories about the modern Israeli nation, the war-
torn city of Jerusalem and Armageddon, there are actually gigantic errors—Israel 
delusions—now being taught worldwide which are not in harmony with the exact words of 
Jesus Christ or the true meaning of the book of Revelation.  To his Jewish disciples, our Lord 
warned, “Take heed that no one deceives you” (Matthew 24:4).  As I Jewish believer, I have 
taken this warning seriously. 
  
Y2K prophecies failed.  No terrorist explosions took place in Jerusalem on the eve of the 
new millennium.  You are about to discover solid New Testament proof that many Christian 
predictions about modern Israel will also fail.  Yet God’s Word will be fulfilled.  This label is 
appropriate, “Warning: Handle with Prayer.” 
 WRESTLING WITH AN ANGEL 
  
Have you ever heard of a wrestling match between a human being and an angel?  As far as 
we know, it happened only once in history.  The details of this ancient story will soon take 
on explosive significance in our study of Israel and Bible prophecy. 
  
Abraham lived about 4,000 years ago.  He had a son named Isaac who had a son named 
Jacob.  It was Jacob who wrestled with the angel.  As a result of that wrestling match, the 
angel changed Jacob’s name to “Israel.”  In order to understand this strange encounter and 
its deep meaning for us today, we must study some history about Isaac, Rebekah, Esau, and 
Jacob as recorded in Genesis 27. 
  
“When Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see,” he decided to bless 
Esau, his firstborn son, before he died (Genesis 27:1-4).  But first he sent Esau out to the 
field to hunt for a tasty meal.  Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, had other plans.  Realizing the 
importance of her husband’s blessing upon the firstborn, she coveted that blessing for her 
younger son, Jacob, who was more spiritual than Esau.  While Esau was out hunting in the 
field, Rebekah quickly prepared a meal and convinced Jacob to take the food to Isaac while 
pretending to be Esau (Genesis 27:5-17). 
  
When Jacob took the meal to his father, he lied, saying, “I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done 
according as thou bade me; arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may 
bless me.”  When Isaac inquired how it was that he had killed an animal so quickly, Jacob 
lied again saying, “Because the Lord thy God brought it to me.”  Suspiciously Isaac asked, 
“Are you my very son Esau?”  Jacob lied a 3rd time saying “I am.”  Isaac finally believed 
Jacob’s deception and gave him the blessing. 
  
Soon afterward Esau returned from the hunt and realized he’d been tricked.  “Thy brother 
came with subtlety and has taken away thy blessing,” the father said to his older son.  Then 
“Esau hated Jacob” and said in his heart “I will slay my brother Jacob.”  Rebekah discovered 
Esau’s plot and sent Jacob away to her relatives in a far country, where he remained for 20 
years.  Jacob never saw his mother’s face again. 
  



20 years later, Jacob headed home.  Surrounded by a large caravan of family and servants, 
he sent messengers ahead of the group to tell Esau he was coming.  But the men returned 
with the news that Esau and 400 soldiers were on their way to meet him.  Fear gripped 
Jacob’s heart.  He felt a deep sense of guilt over his past sin of deception and was so 
terrified for the safety of his family.  So Jacob “rose up that night” and “was left alone” to 
plead with God for forgiveness and deliverance. 
  
Then “there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.”  This man was really 
“the Angel” (Hosea 12:4).  Unaware of this, and assuming this must be his still-angry 
brother Esau, Jacob struggled for his life all night.  At the crack of dawn, this powerful 
Stranger revealed himself, not as a foe, but as a heavenly Friend.  He touched Jacob’s thigh, 
“and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.” 
  
Jacob suddenly realized that this powerful Being was now his only hope.  Broken and 
helpless, he clung to the Messenger, saying, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me.” 
  
The angel then asked, “What is your name?” 
  
And he said, “Jacob.” 
  
“And he said, “Your name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince have you 
power with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 
  
This is the first time the word “Israel” is used in the Bible.  The context reveals its deep 
spiritual significance.  In the beginning, “Israel” was a special name given to only one man, 
to Jacob, by the Angel of God.  In the Bible, people’s names mean more than they do 
today.  Back then, names were often descriptions of people’s characters.  Jacob literally 
meant “Deceiver” or “Crook.”  When Esau discovered Jacob’s sin or deception, he said to 
Isaac, “Is he not rightly named Jacob?”  Thus the name “Jacob” was a description of his 
character and of his sin.  When the Angel said, “What is your name?” he knew the 
answer.  But he wanted Jacob to say his own name, which represented a humble confession 
and turning away from his sin.  Jacob passed the test, repented and placed his entire 
dependence upon God’s love and mercy. 
  
The response, “Thy name shall no more be called Jacob, but Israel” revealed that God had 
given him a new character.  The word “Israel” literally means “Prince with God.”  Thus the 
name “Israel” itself was a spiritual name, symbolizing Jacob’s spiritual victory over his past 
sin of deception.  In other words, the man “Jacob” was now a spiritual “Israel.”  As we shall 
see, this truth about a spiritual Israel will take on explosive significance in our study of 
Israel and Bible prophecy. 
  
God made a covenant with the 12 tribes of Israel at the foot of Mt Sinai.  Animal sacrifices 
were offered.  Then “Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people and said, Behold 
the blood of the covenant which the Lord hath made with you” (Exo 24).  At the end of his 
ministry, Jesus Christ made a new covenant with the 12 apostles in an upper room on Mt 
Zion.  Before offering himself as the final sacrifice, our Lord declared, “This is my blood of 



the new testament (covenant) which is shed for many for the remission of sins” (Mat 
26).  What does this mean?  It means that Jesus Christ, the true Seed, was making a new 
covenant with his spiritual Israel! 
  
These fundamental New Testament facts will soon take on explosive significance when we 
examine what the book of Revelation really teaches about Israel.  May I suggest you put 
your seatbelts on? 
  
CLARITY THROUGH DOUBLE VISION 
  
Beware of the half truth, for you may have gotten hold of the wrong half.  
  
Have you ever been hit so hard on the head you started seeing double?  From what I have 
studied, the Christian world needs to get hit hard on the head with the truth of the New 
Testament.  Then more Christians will start seeing double about the subject of 
Israel.  According to Paul, there are 2 Israel’s.  The proof?  The Jewish apostle wrote, “They 
are not all Israel which are of Israel” (Romans 9:6).  In this chapter, we will discover there 
is an “Israel after the flesh” (1 Cor 10:18) and an “Israel of God” (Gal 6:16) composed of 
both Jews and Gentiles who have personal faith in Jesus Christ, God’s true Messiah. 
  
Paul wrote, “Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 
Know therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham” (Gal 
3).  Paul’s argument is that Abraham had faith, therefore those who have faith are his 
children.  We might call this the concept of “faith lineage.”  This truth is like a key that can 
open a lock in our heads.  Once the lock is open we can understand the shocking principle 
of 2 Israel’s.  
  
John the Baptist understood and boldly preached “faith lineage.”  When a group of tricky 
Pharisees and Sadducees came to question John’s right to baptize, the wilderness prophet 
astonished them by shouting, “Think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham as our 
father: for I say unto you that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 
And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which brings 
not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire” (Mat 3). 
  
Those Pharisees and Sadducees were Israelites “after the flesh.”  They did not have faith 
like Abraham did, yet they claimed to be his children.  John the Baptist exposed this 
delusion.  “Don’t think that!” he thundered.  John then laid the “axe” to the root of the trees 
by saying that if they didn’t bear “good fruit” through faith in God like Abraham did, they 
would be “hewn down and cast into the fire.”  Clearly natural lineage alone is not 
enough.  Without faith and a spiritual connection with the Almighty, those men were 
doomed. 
  
Jesus Christ taught the same truth.  A certain group of Jewish people once said to him, 
“Abraham is our father.”  Jesus responded, “If you were Abraham’s children you would do 
the works of Abraham” (John 8).  They also claimed to be Abraham’s children but they had 
no faith.  By saying, “If ye were Abraham’s children” Jesus denied their claim.  Christ 



continued, “But now you seek to kill me, a man that has told you the truth. This did not 
Abraham. You do the deeds of your father.”  They responded, “We have one Father, even 
God.”  Then Jesus said unto them, “If God were your father, you would love me…you are of 
your father the devil……he is a liar and the father of it”. 
  
What an atomic text!  Here Jesus Christ spoke words that blast into shivers a prophetic 
theory currently held in the evangelical world.  Jesus was talking to some Jewish people 
who claimed to be Israelites, the children of Abraham, yet they were only following God 
outwardly, not in the heart.  Jesus said they weren’t really Abraham’s children at all 
because they had no faith and were following lies. 
  
Jesus Christ also taught “faith lineage” in John 1.  A spiritually-minded Jew named Nathaniel 
was wondering whether Jesus of Nazareth was really his Messiah.  Retiring to a favorite 
spot under a fig tree, he prayed about the matter.  Soon a friend introduced him to the 
Savior.  When Jesus saw Nathanael, he joyfully declared, “Behold an Israelite indeed in 
whom is no guile!”  Nathanael had a natural lineage that went back to Abraham.  Yet he had 
more.  In his spiritual life, he had gained victories over guile which means deception.  When 
Jesus discerned Nathanael’s spiritual lineage to Abraham and Jacob, he called him “an 
Israelite indeed.”  Just as Jacob himself had become a spiritual Israel, even so had Nathanael 
become “an Israelite indeed.”  He was part of God’s true spiritual Israel. 
  
Just as there are 2 Israel’s, even so are there 2 kinds of Jews.  There are Jewish people in the 
flesh and Jewish people in the Spirit.  In words of warning to certain Jews who were 
breaking the Ten Commandments, Paul wrote, “Behold, thou art called a Jew, and rest in 
the law, and make thy boast of God.  For circumcision verily profits if you keep the law, but 
if you be a breaker of the law your circumcision is made uncircumcision.  Therefore if the 
uncircumcision (Gentiles) keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision 
be counted for circumcision?  For he is not a Jew which is one outward in the flesh: But he 
is a Jew which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in 
the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God” (Romans 2). 
  
Did you catch that?  Someone who is “called a Jew” because he is a physical descendant of 
Abraham, and yet who lives as a lawbreaker, is “not a Jew.”  His “circumcision is made 
uncircumcision.”  To God, he is a Gentile.  And the believing Gentile who through faith keeps 
“the righteousness of the law,” his uncircumcision is “counted for circumcision.”  To God, he 
is a Jew.  Thus John the Baptist, Jesus Christ and Paul all agree – natural lineage is not 
enough.  Whether or not someone is “an Israelite indeed” depends upon one’s faith and 
spiritual character, Paul summarized, “For we are the circumcision, which worship God in 
the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh” (Phil 3).  Anyone 
can become one of these “Jews,” no matter who their earthly parents are. 
  
These concepts of “faith lineage,” Jews being counted as Gentiles and visa versa, lead us to 
one of the biggest issues facing the prophecy-minded Christian world.  This issue is at the 
core of prophetic interpretation.  In it, we are faced with two options.  One is the truth, the 
other a lie.  One leads to heaven and the other, possibly, to hell. 
  



The question is, “What about the promises God made to Israel in the Old Testament?”  If we 
conclude those promises must be fulfilled to Israel after the flesh, then we must conclude 
that Jerusalem and the modern Jewish nation will eventually become the epicenter of the 
final battle of Armageddon.  But if we conclude that those promises can legitimately be 
fulfilled to God’s Israel in the Spirit, then we must restudy the book of Revelation to 
discover how its end-time prophecies apply to true Christians—Jewish or Gentile—who 
love Jesus the Messiah with all their hearts. 
  
Paul deals with this explosive issue in Romans 9:2-8.  His words require careful 
thought.  Sorrowfully, Paul wrote about his Jewish “kinsman according to the flesh: Who 
are Israelites; to whom pertain the adoption and the glory and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises.  God did make promises to 
Israel in the Old Testament.  Yet what if some Jews do not believe in him?  Can God fulfill his 
promises to an unbelieving Israel after the flesh?  If not, has his Word failed? 
  
Paul’s answer to these important questions is vital: “Not as though the word of God has 
taken none effect. For they are not all Israel which are of Israel.”  
  
Notice that the truth of “2 Israel’s” is Paul’s assurance that God’s Word will not fail.  Look 
carefully: “They are not all Israel (the Israel of God) which are of Israel (of the Jewish 
nation).”  Thus a Jew can be of the Jewish nation, and yet not be part of the Israel of 
God.  Now here’s the explosive question:  To which Israel will God fulfill his promises? 
  
Paul continues, “Neither because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but in 
ISAAC shall thy seed be called.”  Since not all physical descendants of Abraham are 
automatically God’s children, therefore his promises are for those “in Isaac.”  Abraham had 
two sons.  The first was Ishmael who was born after the flesh.  The second was Isaac who 
was born when Abraham had faith in God’s promise.  In Galatians 4, Paul shockingly reveals 
that Ishmael represents unbelieving Jews, while Isaac represents Jews and Gentiles who 
have faith in Christ!  “Now we, brethren (as believers in Christ), as Isaac was, are the 
children of promise” (Gal 4:28).  The “children of promise” are those who “receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith” (Gal 3:14).  Therefore, the Israel that is “in Isaac” is the 
Israel of God in the Holy Spirit.  
  
Paul concludes, “That is, they which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children 
of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed” (Rom 9:8).  “Counted for 
the seed” means that, although some may be Gentiles, they’re in. 
  
Here is an 8-point summary of Paul’s rather detailed reasoning: 
  

1. God made promises to “the seed of Abraham” (Galatians 3:16). 
2. Abraham’s seed would continue “in Isaac” (Romans 9:7). 
3. Isaac was born when Abraham had faith in God’s promise (Romans 4:19-21). 
4. Isaac represents everyone who believes in Jesus and who receives the promise of 

the Holy Spirit by faith (Galatians 3:14; 4:22-28). 



5. All who have faith in Jesus Christ—Jews or Gentiles—“are counted as the seed” 
(Galatians 3:14: Romans 9:8; 10:12). 

6. This seed is “the Israel of God” in Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:16, 29; 6:14-16). 
7. God will fulfill his promises to this Israel (Galatians 3:29; 4:28; 6:14-16). 
8. Thus God’s promises to Israel have not been made of “none effect,” even though 

some natural Jewish people don’t believe in their own Messiah (Romans 9:6-8). 
  
Here we have the answer to the issue that means so much in prophetic interpretation.  The 
Bible is clear.  God will fulfill his Old Testament promises to those “in Isaac” that is, to any 
human being who follows Abraham’s example and who becomes part of his Israel in the 
Spirit through faith in the Messiah.  Thus the issue is not race, bloodline, genealogy, or 
ethnicity, but personal faith—a faith available to all (Romans 10:12).  Those who are only 
“the children of flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are 
counted for the seed” (Romans 9:8).  We should not expect God to fulfill his promises to 
unbelieving Israelites of the flesh (or to lips-only Christians of the flesh for that matter) 
unless, of course, they individually become true believers in the Messiah. 
 
Let’s look at one more controversial section.  What about Paul’s question, “Hath God cast 
away his people?” (Romans 11:1).  These words are being quoted around the world to 
prove that God has not cast away any Israelites of the flesh.  First of all, the same chapter 
does describe “the casting away” of some who don’t believe (verse 15).  Second, notice 
Paul’s answer to his own question: “God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham.”  Note that Paul uses himself as an example to prove that God has not “cast away 
his people.”  Who are his people? 
  
In the next 3 verses, Paul refers to Israel’s apostasy in the days of Elijah.  God said to Elijah, 
“I have reserved to myself 7,000 men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of 
Baal.”  In Elijah’s time there were also 2 Israel’s.  One followed Baal, the other followed 
God.  Then Paul made this application.  “Even so then at this present time also there is a 
remnant according to the election of grace.”  Just as in Elijah’s time there was a faithful 
remnant of Israel, even so in Paul’s time there was also a faithful remnant of believing Jews, 
who, like himself, had been saved by grace. 
  
In the Old Testament, the Lord said to those who followed idols, “You are not my people” 
(Hosea 1:6).  But to those who experience the New Covenant and have his law in their 
hearts, he says, “They shall be my people” (Hebrews 8:10).  It is this faithful remnant of 
Israel, composed of Jewish people like Paul, which God has certainly not “cast away.” 
  
We will see this exact issue addressed in the mysterious book of Revelation.  As in the days 
of Elijah, we are now in the midst of a terrible apostasy.  Yet today God has his “7,000” who 
have not “bowed the knee to Baal.”  They are his faithful remnant, his Israel in the Holy 
Spirit, who rely on God’s power instead of their flesh.  Like Elijah, they will be on the side of 
Jesus Christ and his truth at Armageddon. 
 
 



CHOICE AND THE CHOSEN NATION 
  
From the summit of Mount Sinai, God Almighty thundered to Moses: “Thus shalt thou say to 
the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: Ye have seen what I did unto the 
Egyptians and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself.  Now 
therefore, it ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a 
kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.” (Exodus 19:3-6) 
  
Notice the words “if” and “then.”  God said that “if” Israel obeyed, “then” they would be his 
peculiar treasure.  That tiny word “if” involves a big issue.  It concerns conditions.  God 
loved Israel, and chose her apart from any obedience on her part.  He brought the people 
out of Egypt, bore them on eagles’ wings, and brought them to himself.  Yet, contrary to 
popular opinion, God’s use of “if” made it clear that the continuation of his favor to the 
Israelites was conditional upon their response to his goodness, upon their choices to obey 
(see also 1 Samuel 2:30, Jeremiah 18:7-10).  In other words, those of the chosen nation 
must themselves choose correctly, or the consequences would be disastrous.  
  
Forty years later, Israel entered the Promised Land and remained there for about 800 
years.  During this period, many responded to God’s love by obeying his voice.  But the 
majority strayed from the path of righteousness.  Again and again, God manifested his 
mercy by sending prophets and pleading with Israel to return to his covenant.  Yet apostasy 
continued and deepened.  Finally, after hundreds of years of warning, disaster struck.  In 
722 BC, the northern tribes were carried away by the cruel Assyrians.  In 586 BC, Judah 
was taken to Babylon.  Such was the result of wrong choices. 
  
In 586 BC, the armies of Babylon demolished Jerusalem and burned the temple with 
fire.  The Jews were removed from their land and carried into captivity.  Yet in the mercy of 
God, this exile was not to be permanent.  The prophet Jeremiah predicted that God “would 
accomplish 70 years in the desolations of Jerusalem” (Daniel 9:2).  After 70 years the Jews 
would leave Babylon, return to their land, and rebuild their temple and their city.  God was 
giving his chosen nation another chance to respond to his love.  In simple terms, God was 
saying “You blew it.  Let’s try again!” 
  
This new opportunity is revealed in the prophecy of the “seventy weeks” which we 
examined earlier in the last journal.  We studied this highly controversial day-for-a-year 
(Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6) period in the context of the “seven-year tribulation” 
theory.  Now it’s time to approach this period again, but in a different light.  We will view it 
in relation to the ongoing favor of God toward Israel as a nation. 
  
Near the end of the Babylonian captivity, Gabriel told Daniel, “Seventy weeks are 
determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city to finish the transgression, to make an 
end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniuity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, 
and to seal up the vision and the prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy” (Daniel 9:24).  This 
70-week period (490 years) was “determined” for Daniel’s people, the Jews.  During that 



period, the chosen nation would have another chance to “finish the transgression” and “to 
make an end of sins.”  Near the end of that period, something big would happen.  The 
Messiah would come “to bring in everlasting righteousness.”  As we shall soon see, Israel’s 
status as a special nation under Divine favor would then be determined by her choice to 
receive or reject that Messiah. 
  
Gabriel told Daniel when the 70 weeks would begin: “Know therefore and understand, that 
from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the 
Messiah the Prince shall be 70 weeks, and threescore and two weeks.” (Daniel 9:25) 
  
Persia conquered Babylon in 538 BC.  Then King Cyrus issued a decree for the Jews to 
return to their land and to rebuild their temple (Ezra 1:1-3).  Later, King Darius issued 
another decree that led to the completion of the temple (Ezra 6:1,8).  Still later, King 
Artaxerxes gave Nehemiah permission to rebuild the wall around the city (Nehemiah 1:3 
2:1-9).  Yet the predicted “commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem” did not occur 
until Persian King Artaxerxes issued a lengthy decree giving Ezra official authority to “set 
magistrates and judges” over Jerusalem and to “execute judgment” upon all who refused to 
follow the laws of God and the king (Ezra 7:21,25,26).  Of the 4 options to consider as a 
starting point for the 70-week prophecy, this was the only decree which fully restored civil 
authority to Jerusalem and the Jewish state. 
  
That commandment occurred “in the 7th year of Artaxerxes” (Ezra 7:7), that is, in 457 
BC.  This date—457 BC—is listed in the margin of Ezra 7 in many modern Bibles and has 
also been confirmed by the widely-acclaimed Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties (Zondervan, 
1982) as the starting point of the 70-week prophecy.  Gabriel said, “From the going forth of 
the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the prince shall be 
seven weeks (49 years), and threescore and two weeks (434 years).”  Daniel 9:25. 
  
   7 weeks (49 years) + 62 weeks (434 years) = 69 weeks (483 years) 
  
Going forward 483 years from 457 BC comes to AD 27, the time of “the Messiah the Prince” 
(Daniel 9:25).  The word “Messiah means “Anointed One.”  In AD 27—the exact year 
specified in Daniel’s prophecy—Jesus was “anointed” by the Holy Spirit at his baptism 
(Matthew 3:16, 17; Acts 10:38) thus officially beginning his public ministry.  Right after his 
baptism Jesus declared, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent 
and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15).  Christ’s words, “the time is fulfilled” can apply to no 
other time prophecy except Daniel 9!  Jesus knew he was fulfilling that ancient prediction. 
  
   7 weeks (49 years) + 62 weeks (434 years) + 1 week (7 years) = 70 weeks (490 years) 
  
We have previously seen that during the final 70th week (from 27 to 34 AD) Jesus himself 
“confirmed the new covenant (Daniel 9:27).  He did this in Person during the first 3 years, 
and then during the second 3 years he “confirmed” his word through his disciples as they 
preached mainly to Jews (see Mark 16:20, Hebrews 2:3,4).    In the “midst” of the last 7 



years (in 31 AD), when “his hour had come” (John 13:1), the ultimate confirmation came 
when Jesus caused “the sacrifice to cease” through his agonizing death on the cross. 
  
Here’s the big question:  What was the true significance of these events to Israel’s status as 
God’s chosen nation?  The answer can only come through a careful study of the closing 
scenes of Jesus Christ’s life before his feet were spiked to a tree.  
  
 “If, in the last few years, you haven’t discarded a major opinion or acquired a new one, 
check your pulse. You may be dead” 

-Frank Gellett Burgess 
  

 CALVARY AND THE DIVINE DIVORCE 
  
“Then came Peter to him, and said Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I 
forgive him? Up to seven times?  Jesus said unto him, I say not unto thee Until seven times: 
but until seventy times seven” (Mat 18). 
  
Christ’s response to Peter’s question is quite interesting.  While he obviously was not 
saying that human forgiveness towards offenders should have a limit, “seventy times 
seven” (equals 490) just might have been a subtle reference to the 70-week prophecy of 
Daniel 9. 
  
As we have seen, the 70-week period represented another opportunity for the chosen 
nation to demonstrate faithfulness to God.  Israel’s first temple had been destroyed and her 
children carried to Babylon because she had rejected the warnings God had given by his 
prophets.  Yet through divine love and mercy, another opportunity was granted her “to 
finish the transgression and to make an end of sins” (Daniel 9:24).  Israel returned to her 
land and built a second temple. 
  
Though Israel had sinned more than “seven times,” God’s forgiveness toward the nation 
was extended to “seventy times seven.”  Near the close of this period, One greater than the 
prophets would come.  Then Israel’s destiny as a nation would be determined by her 
response to God’s son. 
  
Near the end of Jesus Christ’s earthly life, he beheld Jerusalem “and wept over it, saying If 
thou had known, even thou, at the least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee that thine 
enemies shall cast a trench about thee and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every 
side, And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall 
not leave in thee one stone upon another because thou newest not the time of thy 
visitation.” Luke 19. 
  
When Jesus spoke to Peter about forgiveness being extended “until seventy times seven,” 
he knew the 70-week prophecy was soon to end.  He also knew its awful significance to 
Israel as a nation, to Jerusalem, and to the second temple.  Chapters 21-23 of Matthew 



reveal the sad, final, and explosive encounters between Jesus Christ and the leaders of his 
chosen people.  It’s now time to see the true meaning of those encounters. 
  
During the week prior to his crucifixion, Jesus “went into the temple of God and cast out all 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthew the tables of the money changers 
and the seats of them that sold doves, and said to them, It is written, My house shall be 
called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.”  At this point, Jesus still 
called the second temple “My house.”  But a change would come. 
  
“In the morning as he returned into the city, he was hungered.  And when he saw a fig tree 
in the way, he came to it and found nothing thereon but leaves only, and said to it, Let no 
fruit grow on thee henceforward forever.  And presently the fig tree withered away.”  Here 
the fig tree was a symbol of the Jewish nation.  The “seventy times seven” countdown was 
nearing its close. 
  
“When he was come into the temple, the chief priests and elders of the people came unto 
him as he was teaching.”  Their plan was to expose the humble Nazarene as a false Messiah 
and have him put to death.  Jesus told those leaders a parable that outlined the entire 
history of Israel in one panoramic sweep, culminating with their murderous 
designs.  “There was a certain householder [God] which planted a vineyard [Israel] and 
hedged it round about [God’s love] and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower [the 
temple] and let it out to husbandmen [the Jewish leaders] and went into a far country.  And 
when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants [the prophets] to the 
husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it.  And the husbandmen took his 
servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another.  Again, he sent other 
servants more than the first [continued mercy] and they did unto them likewise.  But last of 
all [notice the word “last”] he sent unto them his son [near the close of “seventy times 
seven”] saying, They will reverence my son.  But when the husbandmen saw the son they 
said among themselves, This is the heir, come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his 
inheritance.  And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him [their 
final sin].” 
  
Jesus asked those leaders, “Therefore when the lord of the vineyard cometh, what will he 
do unto those husbandmen?  They said unto him, he will miserably destroy those wicked 
men and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen which shall render him the fruits 
in their seasons.”  Did they realize what they were saying?  Hardly! They had pronounced 
their own doom. 
  
Looking his killers squarely in the eye, Jesus declared in words of burning truth, “Therefore 
I say unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof.”  The Master himself said it.  The kingdom of God would be “taken” 
away from unbelieving Israel in the flesh and given to another “nation.”  Why?  Because of 
their horrific sin of crucifying “the Son.” 
  



In his next parable, Jesus outlined the same historical sequence but added details of the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the call of the Gentiles.  “The kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
certain king which made a marriage for his son, and sent forth his servants to call them that 
were bidden to the wedding, and they would not come.  Again, he sent forth other servants 
saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my 
fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage.  But they made light of 
it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise; and the remnant took 
his servants and entreated them spitefully and slew them.  But when the king heard 
thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies and destroyed those murderers, and 
burned up their city.” (Mat 22) 
  
This literally took place in 70 AD.  Daniel’s prophecy was fulfilled: “The people of the prince 
that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.” Daniel 9.  Continuing the parable, 
Jesus said “Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready but they which were bidden 
were not worthy.  Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find bid to the 
marriage.” (Mat 22)  Thus Christ represented the call of the Gentiles at the end of the 
“seventy weeks.” 
  
“He came to his own, and his own received him not.” John 1. 
  
Matthew 23 contains the Savior’s final words of agony over Israel, his chosen nation.  Eight 
times during his last public exchange with Israel’s leaders, Jesus cried out, “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” 
  
Finally, with a broken heart, the Son of the Infinite God declared: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
thou that kills the prophets, and stones them which are sent to thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not! Behold your house is left unto you desolate.” Mat 23.  This time God was 
not saying: “You blew it. Let’s try again.”  Israel’s decision to crucify Christ would have 
permanent consequences.  The result would be a searing separation—a painful Divine 
Divorce.  As a Jewish Christian myself, I want to stress that the pain was on God’s side.  It 
was unbelieving Israel that divorced herself from Christ; her faithful lover, not visa versa. 
  
Then “Jesus went out and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to 
show him the buildings of the temple.  And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these 
things?  Verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another that shall 
not be thrown down.” Mat 24.  In AD 70, the second temple was destroyed by Romans and 
more than one million Jews perished.  Such was the terrible results of that Divine Divorce. 
  
Based on Daniel 9 and the teaching of our Messiah, we discover that the prophecy of 
“seventy times seven” represented the limits of national forgiveness for the Jewish 
nation—as a nation (this does not apply to individuals).  When Stephen was stoned by the 
Sanhedrin in 34 AD, that moment was fraught with awful significance.  It was so vital that 
Stephen, “being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God.”  



  
“Look!” the holy martyr cried, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!” (Acts 7) 
  
Jesus didn’t “stand up” without reason.  A seismic shift was occurring.  A new day was 
dawning.  What would happen next?  It was time for the wall to come tumbling down.   
  
WHEN THE WALL TUMBLED DOWN 
  
“An invasion of armies can be resisted, but not an idea whose time has come.”  Victor Hugo 
(1802-1885) 
  
 In 1989, the Berlin Wall came down.  Today there’s nothing left of it.  No longer is there a 
physical separation between East and West Germany.  The two are one.  According to the 
Bible, this is exactly what Jesus Christ—the Wall Breaker—accomplished for Jews and 
Gentiles.  As it is written, “For he is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken 
down the middle wall of partition between us.”  Eph :14. 
  
Solid New Testament truth is often quite different from what is taught in seminaries and 
discussed in theological circles.  One of the biggest areas of confusion concerns Jews and 
Gentiles.  Many have been taught that God has two separate plans—one for Jewish people, 
another for non-Jews.  His plan for Gentiles is often applied to “The Church Age.”  This 
doctrine is a pillar of Dispensationalism.  Notable Dispensationalist Charles Ryrie clarified, 
“The Church/Israel distinction is the best way to determine whether or not someone is a 
dispensationalist—the most important criterion.”  “Dispensationalism has its roots in [JN] 
Darby’s distinction between Israel and the Church.”  Yet we must inquire, Does the New 
Testament really uphold this “Two-Plan Distinction?” 
  
First, let’s back up a little.  The ending of the “seventy times seven,” those woes on the 
Pharisees, the transfer of the kingdom, the Divine Divorce, and the destruction of the 
second temple—none of this meant that all Israel had rejected its Messiah.  Nor is it fair to 
categorically say, “The Jews killed Christ.”  No!  It was not primarily “the Jews” who killed 
Christ, although there was a group of Jewish leaders who instigated his death.  On a deeper 
level, it was really proud human nature resisting the humble One.  It was your nature and 
mine.  Jesus Christ died for “the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2). 
  
Many Jewish people welcomed their Messiah.  The 12 disciples were all Jewish.  The Holy 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost fell only on Jews.  It was 3,000 Jews who were then baptized 
(Acts 2,22,36,41,46).  The early Church in Jerusalem was Jewish.  Soon “a great company of 
the priests were obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7).  Apart from Luke, the entire New 
Testament was written by Jews.  The question must be asked, Should we call this group of 
Jewish believers in Jerusalem “Israel” or “the Church?”  It’s obvious they were 
both!  Consider this: When Spirit-filled Stephen looked back at Israelite history, what did he 
call the Israel of Moses’ time?  He called it “the church in the wilderness” (Acts 7:38)!  Thus, 
according to Spirit-filled Stephen, Old Testament Israel was God’s church! 



  
As the early Jewish Church expanded into the Roman world, this question was finally 
raised: “Is our Messiah only for us? What about the Gentiles?”  Then, unexpectedly, the Holy 
Ghost fell on non-Jews (Acts 10).  Slowly narrowness and prejudice broke down.  A Jewish 
council of believers convened in Jerusalem to discuss “the Jew-Gentile issue” (Acts 
15).  Finally, the Holy Spirit broke through the fog and revealed what was truly 
accomplished by the Messiah.  A new day had dawned.  The wall had come down.  It was 
demolished by his cross. 
  
Years later, Paul wrote to believing Gentiles: “Wherefore remember, that ye being in time 
past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the 
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at the time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 
were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  For he is our peace, who has made both 
one, and has broken down the middle wall of partition between us—to make in himself of 
twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one 
body by the cross. Eph 2.  Here Paul is quite clear.  Believing non-Jews were “in times past 
Gentiles...aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.”  But “now in Christ Jesus” Jews and 
Gentiles have become “one.”  It’s the truth.  So let’s come out of the fog!  The Wall Breaker 
has smashed “the middle wall of partition.” 
  
Paul was enraptured by this theme and wrote a lot about it.  “Whereby, when ye read, ye 
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ which in other ages was not made 
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by 
the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs and of the same body.” Eph 3:4-6.  Here 
Paul called this uniting of Jews and Gentiles into “the same body” the “mystery of Christ” 
which is “now” being revealed “by the Spirit.”  This mystery is more important than any 
mystery movie you might watch on TV.  Again, Paul wrote, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” Gal 3:28.  Pastors often say during marriage ceremonies, “What God has joined 
together, let no man separate!”  This now applies to Jews and Gentiles in Jesus Christ. 
  
According to the New Testament, believing Jews and believing Gentiles are now one.  The 
two combined are “Abraham’s seed.”  Gal 3:29.  This is “the Israel of God.” Gal 6:15,16.  This 
“mystery has been accomplished by Jesus Christ’s agony on Calvary.  He did it.  When he 
died, he broke down the wall.  Now think about it.  Should Christians gather bricks and 
rebuild the wall Jesus Christ died to abolish?  Wouldn’t this be an “antichrist” thing to do? 
  
What about Paul’s controversial statement that “all Israel shall be saved?” Rom 
11:26.  Many apply this to a mass conversion of Israelies at Armageddon.  The context 
reveals otherwise.  When Paul wrote that “all Israel shall be saved,” he didn’t mean that at 
some point every Jewish person would be saved.  In the same chapter he wrote, “If by any 
means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh and might save some of 



them.”  Again in the same chapter, Paul declared “And they also, if they abide not still in 
unbelief, shall be grafted in.”  There’s that tiny word “if” again. 
  
“All Israel shall be saved,” but as we studied earlier, the big question is “Which Israel?” 
  
Remember, “They are not all Israel which are of Israel.” Rom 9:6.  There is an “Israel after 
the flesh” and an “Israel of God” made up of Jewish people and Gentiles who believe in the 
Messiah.  To apply the “all Israel” which “shall be saved” to a group of Jews or Israelis who 
are separate from God’s Church is to deny the Wall Breaker’s wonderful accomplishment 
on the cross! 
  
Who is the “all Israel” in Romans 11:26?  Paul wrote, “I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I 
am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: If by any means I may provoke to 
emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some of them.”  Paul hoped that as the 
Gentiels responded to his preaching about the Messiah that this would “provoke some” of 
his Jewish brothers to re-examine the claims of Christ.  Hopefully, it would lead “some” of 
them to believe in Jesus.  Then this combined group of believing Jews and believing Gentiles 
would form the “all Israel” which “shall be saved.”  
  
Now for the entire context: “For I would not, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this 
mystery lest you should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to 
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is 
written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them when I shall take away their sins.”  Notice: “the 
fullness of the Gentiles” is to “come in”, then “all Israel” is saved.  Into what do they “come 
in?”  Into the “good olive tree” which is Israel!  Thus “all Israel” is a united group of 
believing Jews and Gentiles who have all responded to the Good News and “come in.”  To 
believe otherwise is to deny the context, reject “the mystery of Christ,” and rebuild the wall 
Jesus himself shattered on Calvary. 
  
God thundered on Mt. Sinai that “if” the Israelites obeyed his voice, “then” they would be “a 
peculiar treasure...a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exo 19).  In a letter to believers, 
Peter quoted the same words and applied them to God’s Church.  “But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people...which in time past were 
not a people but are now the people of God.” 1 Peter 2.  In Old Testament days, God spoke 
about “Israel mine elect.” Isa 45:4.  In New Testament times, Paul also called true believers 
in the Messiah—both Jews and Gentiles—“the elect of God.” Col 3:11-12. 
  
Thus Peter and Paul agreed.  They both quoted the exact words God spoke about Israel and 
applied them to believers in Christ.  They both taught that believing Jews and non-Jews, 
together, are “the people of God,” “the elect of God,” and “the Israel of God.”  The “two” are 
“one” and are “of the same body." Eph 2-3.  Through his cross, the Messiah himself has 
performed this mysterious wedding ceremony.  What God has joined together, let no man 
separate! 
  



For those familiar with the term, this is not “Replacement Theology,” which teaches that 
“the Church” has categorically “replaced” Israel.  Neither is it “Separation Theology” (the 
opposite error of Dispensationalism) which teaches the unbiblical notion that Israel and 
God’s Church are 2 distinct entities—and never the train shall meet.  Rather, the truth is an 
“Israel of God Theology” (Galatians 6:14-16) which sees God having on faithful Israel 
throughout history composed of true Jewish people and true Gentiles who believe in the 
Messiah (either looking forward to his cross in the Old Testament or looking back to his all-
sufficient atonement).   Biblically speaking, we should never exalt Jewish people (lest we 
build damnable pride in their hearts) or put them down (exhibiting deadly pride 
ourselves).  Read Romans 11:17-23.  Instead we should realize we are all equal at the nail-
pierced feet of the Crucified One.  All of our sins put him there.  He loves us all. 
  
Heavy fog on a highway can be dangerous.  It often results in fatal car wrecks.  As we shall 
soon see, if we don’t come out of the fog of falsehood about Jews and Gentiles, we may 
crash at Armageddon.    
  
1948:  AN UNSINKABLE DOCTRINE? 
  
When the horrors of World War II were finally over and Adolf Hitler’s Third Reich had 
come to an end, public opinion then favored the return of the Jews to their ancient 
homeland. 
  
The British controlled Palestine until May of 1948.  On May 14, empowered by a resolution 
of the United Nations, the Zionist Movement proclaimed the rebirth of the State of 
Israel.  For almost 2,000 years the Jewish people had been “wanderers among the 
nations.”  Now they were home.  Yet their struggles had just begun. 
  
An Arab League composed of Egyptians, Iraqis, Syrians, and Jordanians quickly invaded 
Palestine in an attempt to crush out the new nation.  The fighting was heavy.  Yet by 1949 
the Arabs were defeated, and Israel was still in the land.  In May of 1967, Egypt, Jordan, and 
Syria prepared for another attack.  The Israelis struck first, and the war was over in 6 
days.  In 1973, at the beginning of the Jewish season of Yom Kippur, the Egyptians and 
Syrians attacked again.  The battles were fierce and bloody.  Yet by 1974, Israel was again 
on top and still in the land. 
  
For more than 50 years these astonishing events have gripped the attention of much of the 
Christian world.  A conclusion has been reached by millions: This must be the fulfillment of 
Bible prophecy.  This conviction is now being expressed on TV, radio, in books and 
magazines, at prophecy conferences, in Christian seminaries, and on the World Wide 
Web.  The rebirth of the State of Israel in 1948 is now considered by countless Christians to 
be the most significant prophetic event of the 20th century. 
  
An example of this belief may be found in the popular book, The Next 7 Great Events of the 
Future, by Randal Ross.  The author declares:  “I call the establishment of the State of Israel 
‘the ultimate prophecy time bomb,’ because when Israel became a legitimate state in the 



eyes of the world in May 1948, that single, seemingly isolated incident started the 
prophetic time clock ticking down toward the ‘zero hour’ and the end of time.”  Hal Lindsey 
dittoed, “Since the restoration of Israel as a nation in 1948, we have lived in the most 
significant period of prophetic history.”  Today, the majority of Christian beliefs about the 
end-times rest firmly upon this 1948 platform. 
  
On April 10, 1912, the Titanic set sail from England for America.  The largest ship in the 
world at that time, she was considered unsinkable.  But after 4 days of smooth sailing, she 
hit the ice.  Three hours later she was under water, on her way down to the bottom of the 
Atlantic Ocean.  In many ways, the 1948 theory is like the Titanic.  In the minds of countless 
believers, it is considered unsinkable.  However, in a few moments, this popular theory is 
going to hit the ice of God’s Word.  If it begins to sink, then we should abandon ship as soon 
as possible. 
  
There are 3 main arguments now being used to support the theory that Bible prophecy was 
fulfilled in 1948.  Let’s examine them.   
  

1.  The “Fig Tree” Argument 
  
Hal Lindsey wrote:  “Jesus predicts an extremely important time clue.  He says, ‘Now learn a 
parable of the fig tree’…The most important sign in Matthew has to be the restoration of 
the Jews to the land in the rebirth of Israel…When the Jewish people became a nation again 
on 14 May 1948 the ‘fig tree’ put forth its first leaves.  Jesus said that this would indicate 
that he was ‘at the door,’ ready to return.” 
  
Is this really what Jesus said?  In a parallel passage, Luke records: “And he spake to them a 
parable: Behold the fig tree and all the trees: When they now shoot forth, ye see and know 
of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand.  So likewise ye, when ye see these 
things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” Luke 21 
  
Because Luke wrote, “and all the trees; when they now shoot forth,” we clearly see Jesus 
did not have in mind just one tree representing Israel in 1948.  In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus 
explained his parable of the fig tree.  “So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors.” Mat 24:34.  When fig trees, and all trees, start 
blooming at the end of winter, we know summer is near.  “So likewise,” said Jesus, when we 
see “all these” various signs given in Matthew 24 occurring at the same time, then we may 
know his return is near.  The fig tree is not the sign.  It simply represents “all” the signs in 
Matthew 24, none of which is the specified rebirth of Israel in 1948.  The ice of God’s Word 
has just ripped the first hole in the bottom of the 1948 ship. 
  
 
 
 

2. The “Israeli Victories” Argument 
  



Many view the Israeli victories in 1949, 1967, and 1973 as strong evidence that God had re-
gathered Israel and was now fighting for his chosen nation, even though the leadership of 
that nation still does not believe in Messiah Jesus.  Again, let’s examine the argument. 
  
First of all, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8).  God says, 
“I am the Lord, I change not.”  Malachi 3:6.  With this principle in mind, let’s ask, Was God 
able to fight for Israel in the Old Testament when they were in unbelief? 
  
After the Exodus, God promised to bring Israel into the Land of Canaan (Exodus 
33).  Twelve men were sent to spy out the territory.  Yet after all the people heard the “evil 
report” about “the giants” in the land, they “murmured against Moses,” saying “let us return 
to Egypt” (Numbers 13-14).  Then God pronounced this judgment: “But as for you, your 
carcasses, they shall fall in the wilderness.  And your children shall wander in the 
wilderness forty years…And ye shall know my breach of promise.”  Thus, because of Israel’s 
unbelief, God was unable to fulfill his promise to that generation.  This proves that God can 
make a promise but not fulfill it to a certain group of people.  See also 1 Samuel 2:30. 
  
The ancient Israelites were unwilling to accept that 40-year sentence.  The people 
proposed to go up anyway “to the place the Lord has promised.”  Moses said, “It shall not 
prosper.  Go not up for the Lord is not among you…the Lord will not be with you…but they 
presumed to go up…then the Amalekites came down…and smote them.”  Numbers 14.  This 
passage is full of instruction.  Because of Israel’s unbelief, God could not fight for her.  Even 
though he promised, he wouldn’t fulfill it.  Years later, when Israel again “forsook the 
Lord…they could not any longer stand before their enemies.”  Judges 2.  This truth is 
repeated many times in Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Jeremiah, etc. 
  
Again, God does not change (Malachi 3:6).  All throughout sacred history, he could not fight 
for Israel while they were in unbelief.  Thus he could not have been fighting for the Jewish 
nation in 1949, 1967, and 1973.  Just because a nation wins battles, this is not evidence in 
itself that God is fighting for that nation.  Was God fighting for Hitler when he won so many 
battles?  Dear friend, the “Israeli Victory” argument is not based on a thorough study of the 
Word of God.  Ice has just ripped a second hole in the hull of this unsinkable theory. 
  
   3.  The End-Time Re-gathering Argument 
  
This is the big one.  The idea is now being expressed all over the world that ancient 
prophecies which predicted a re-gathering of Israel back to their land were fulfilled in 
1948.  The main prophecy quoted is found in Ezekiel chapters 36-38. 
  
In Chapter 4 of The Late Great Planet Earth, Hal Lindsey gives the following 3 reasons why 
Ezekiel’s prophecy must point to a 1948 fulfillment: 
  

1. God said concerning Israel: “I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.” Ezek 36. 
  



2. The phrase, “out of all countries” must apply to “world-wide dispersion” and 
therefore cannot apply to the Babylonian captivity. 
  

3. Ezekiel’s prophecy will be fulfilled “in the latter days” (38:16) which supposedly is a 
“definite” phrase applying to “the time just preceding” the 2nd coming of Jesus Christ. 
  

These reasons are accepted as unsinkable evidence of a 1948 fulfillment. 
  
At first glance, Hal Lindsey’s arguments seem conclusive.  But the following 5 responses not 
only cast doubt upon the 3 points just listed, but also prove that prophecy could not have 
been fulfilled in 1948. 
  

1. God specifically told ancient Israel he would gather them “from all the nations” 
immediately “after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon.” Jere 29.  Thus an out 
of “all nations” gathering need not apply to the end-times.  
  

2. The time period right after the Babylonian captivity was also called “the latter days” 
(Jere 29-50) thus this phrase is not always a “definite term” applying to “the time 
just preceding Christ’s return” as Lindsey claims.  Moses told ancient Israel, “I know 
that after my death…evil will befall you in the latter days.” Deut 31:29. 
  

3. Three times in Ezekiel 38, the re-gathered Israelites are described as a people who 
“dwell safely without walls.”  These words “safely” and “without walls [of 
protection] definitely do not apply to modern Israelis who now “dwell” amidst 
terrorists, experience regular attacks from Islamic Jihad, and witness friends being 
blown apart by suicide bombers.  
  

4. The reason Israel was scattered in Old Testament times was because she forsook 
God, broke his law, and disobeyed his word.  If you look carefully, according to the 
same Old Testament passages, Israel must first repent of her sins before such a re-
gathering can be accomplished by God. 
  

Here’s the proof.  God told Israel: “It shall come to pass, when all these things are come 
upon thee, the blessing and the curse…and thou shalt call them to mind among all the 
nations, whither the Lord thy God hath driven thee, And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, 
and shalt obey his voice…then the Lord thy God will turn and gather thee from all the 
nations.”  Deut 30. 

  
According to these inspired words, when God scatters Israel among “all the nations,” if she 
returns and obeys his voice, then he will re-gather her.  If she doesn’t return and obey, then 
this prophecy cannot be fulfilled by God.  Because the Messiah has come, this “return to the 
Lord” must include embracing Jesus Christ.  The facts of history reveal that Jewish Zionism 
did not meet this spiritual condition in 1948. 
  
Again, God told ancient Israel, “if you transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the 
nations: But if you turn to me…yet will I gather them.” Neh 1.  “And ye shall seek me, and 



find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.  And I will be found of you, saith 
the Lord: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the 
nations.”  Jere 29.  
  
These scriptures are plain.  Israel must first repent, then God will gather her.  Once again, 
this condition was not met by the Zionist movement in 1948.  The “unsinkable” theory is 
starting to go down.  “Lower the lifeboats” is the cry from heaven! 
  
Even Ezekiel 36 contains conditional elements.  Notice carefully, “Thus saith the Lord 
God.  In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you 
to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded.” Ezek 36.  Thus “in the day” God 
cleanses Israel from “all” of her sins, in that day he would “also cause” her to dwell in her 
cities.  This did not happen in 1948.  Israel as a nation was not cleansed from “all” her 
iniquities at that time.  Especially had it not forsaken its heaven-confronting sin of rejecting 
the Son of God (Matthew 21). 
  
Jonah predicted, “Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown.”  Jonah 3.  Yet forty days 
later, Nineveh remained unscratched.  Why?  Because the prophecy was 
conditional.  Nineveh repented, so God’s judgment was deferred.  The same conditional 
elements are also found in the re-gathering prophecies.  Because Israel did not first repent 
and return to the Lord Jesus Christ, the promises of re-gathering could not have been 
fulfilled by God in 1948. 
  
5.  Ezekiel declared:  “And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy 
face against God, the land of Magog.  In the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is 
brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people.  Thou shalt ascend and 
come upon the people that are gathered out of the nations.  And it shall come to pass at the 
same time when God shall come against the land of Israel saith the Lord, that my fury shall 
come up in my face.  I will rain upon him and upon his bands, and upon the many people 
that are with him, an overflowing rain and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone…And they 
shall know that I am the Lord.” Ezek 38. 
  
Chapter 5 of The Late Great Planet Earth is called, “Russia Is a Gog.”   There Hal Lindsey 
applied the Ezekiel 38 prophecy to 1948 and then to a final Middle East conflict between 
Russia and Israel.  Yet the explosive truth is that the book of Revelation actually applies 
Ezekiel’s prophecy to a global event predicted to occur at the end of the millennium. 
  

Earlier we saw how Matthew took Hosea 11:1, which originally applied to Israel, 
and then declared it “fulfilled” in Jesus Christ (Matthew 2:15).  We also saw how 
Paul made a similar Old Testament to New Testament application when he applied 
“the seed of Abraham,” which was definitely “Israel,” to “one…which is Christ” 
(Isaiah 41; Galatians 3).  Amazingly, Revelation 20 does the same thing with Ezekiel 
38. 
  
Revelation 20:7-9 says: 

  



“And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 
And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the 
sand of the sea.  And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the 
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of 
heaven, and devoured them.” 

  
The major elements are the same.  Both Ezekiel 38 and Revelation 20 speak about Gog, 
Magog, a great army, a final gathering for battle against Jerusalem, and fire from 
heaven.  Yet Revelation 20 applies these things to the end of the millennium, to a global Gog 
and Magog, and to a final global battle against the saints and the beloved city, which is the 
New Jerusalem (Revelation 3:12; 21:10; Hebrews 12:22).  Thus Revelation 20 takes what 
originally applied to Israel and applies it to a final global battle against the saints of Jesus 
Christ who are inside the New Jerusalem at the end of the millennium. 
  
Why does Revelation do this?  For the same reason we discussed earlier.  So the “word of 
God” won’t be made of “none effect” in spite of the unbelief of some natural Jews (see 
Romans 9:6).  God did promise in Ezekiel 38 (and in Zechariah 14) that he would defend 
Israel and Jerusalem during a final battle.  And he will.  He will defend his Israel in the Spirit 
which will dwell inside the New Jerusalem at the end of the millennium.  According to 
Revelation 20, this is how Ezekiel 38 will be fulfilled.  The big question is: 
  

Are we willing to accept the New Testament’s application of Old 
Testament prophecies?  

  
If not, we are not being faithful to “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). 
  
On April 15, 1912, at 2:20 a.m., the unsinkable Titanic was fully underwater.  A third of her 
passengers sat shivering in lifeboats, yet the majority were corpses plunging lifelessly 
through dark waters toward the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean.  How about us?  Will we 
abandon the “1948 Ship” before we get into serious trouble?  Our Captain is pleading, “Get 
into the lifeboats!”  If we refuse, we may sink down to the bottom of the sea. 
 
 


